1 John 3:5



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “Indeed, In fact, Really, Certainly.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know; to come to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which describes the existing state or condition in our soul as a result of the previous Bible doctrine we have learned about the work of Christ on the Cross during the First Advent.


The active voice indicates that positive believers produce the action of knowing what Christ did for us on the Cross.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that we know these things because of our past study of God’s Word.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, used after verbs of knowing to indicate the content of what is known and translated by the word “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun EKEINOS, which John likes to use as a personal pronoun, translated “He” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the third person singular aorist passive indicative from the verb PHANROW, which means “to be revealed” and refers to the First Advent.


The aorist tense is a constative or historical aorist, which gathers into a single whole the First Advent of Christ and regards it as a past, historical fact.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action of being revealed as the Son of God, who takes away the sins of the world by God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Indeed, you know that He was revealed,”
- is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause and translated “in order that.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural article, used as a personal pronoun and the noun HAMARTIA, meaning “our sins.”  This is followed by the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb AIRW, which means “to take away, remove.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the three hour judgment of our Lord on the Cross as our substitute.


The active voice indicates that the humanity of Christ produced the action of taking away the guilt and judgment of our personal sins.  He removed our sins as a barrier between God and man.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to form the purpose clause.  There is no element of contingency here.  This was accomplished for every member of the human race and is not dependent upon anything we do or don’t do.

“in order that He might take away our sins;”
- is the emphatic use of KAI again, meaning “Indeed, In fact, Really, Certainly.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular noun HAMARTIA, which means “sin” and in the singular here refers to sin as an entire category.  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “in Him” and referring to our Lord.  Finally, we have the negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: sin is not.”

The present tense is an aoristic present and gnomic present, for a timeless absolute, dogmatic fact.  Our Lord was sinless, even while bearing our sins.  This could also be viewed as a historic present, which is frequently used by both Mark and John, in which the past event is viewed as if it were actually taking place right now.   It is put in the present for dramatic effect.


The active voice indicates that personal sin produces the action of never once being in Him.  Our personal sins were imputed to Him for judgment, but He never once committed a personal sin of his own.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“in fact sin is not in Him.”
1 John 3:5 corrected translation
“Indeed, you know that He was revealed, in order that He might take away our sins; in fact sin is not in Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “Indeed, you know that He was revealed [First Advent], in order that He might take away our sins;

a.  John reminds these believers of a couple of facts, of which they are already well aware, but need to be reminded.

b.  They have learned in the past and now know that one of the main reasons for the first advent of Christ was to take away the sins of the world.

c.  This purpose was first declared by John the Baptist, the herald of the First Advent, Jn 1:28-41, “These things took place in Bethany beyond the Jordan, where John was baptizing.  The next day he saw Jesus coming to him and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!  This is He on behalf of whom I said, “After me comes a Man who has a higher rank than I, for He existed before me.” I did not recognize Him, but so that He might be manifested to Israel, I came baptizing in water.’  John testified saying, ‘I have seen the Spirit descending as a dove out of heaven, and He remained upon Him.  I did not recognize Him, but He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, “He upon whom you see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes in the Holy Spirit.” I myself have seen, and have testified that this is the Son of God.’  Again the next day John was standing with two of his disciples, and he looked at Jesus as He walked, and said, ‘Behold, the Lamb of God!’  The two disciples heard him speak, and they followed Jesus.  And Jesus turned and saw them following, and said to them, ‘What do you seek?’  They said to Him, ‘Rabbi (which translated means Teacher), where are You staying?’  He said to them, ‘Come, and you will see.’  So they came and saw where He was staying; and they stayed with Him that day, for it was about the tenth hour (4 p.m.)  One of the two who heard John speak and followed Him, was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother.  He found first his own brother Simon and said to him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ (which translated means Christ).”


(1)  Notice that John the Baptist recognized Jesus Christ as “The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”


(2)  John did not know how God was going to accomplish the task of taking away the sin of the world, but he knew that Jesus Christ was the one sent to accomplish this task.



(3)  Also notice that Andrew recognized Jesus Christ as the Messiah immediately and told his brother Peter long before our Lord asked Peter, “Who do men say that I am?”


(4)  Therefore, connecting John the Baptist’s teaching that Jesus was the Messiah, sent by God the Father to take away the sin of the world with Andrew’s recognition and acceptance of this truth from the beginning of our Lord’s ministry, we can conclude that the disciples recognized our Lord as the Christ, the Messiah, and knew that one of His purposes in coming to earth was to take away the sin of the world.  They did not yet know that this would have to be done through our Lord’s spiritual death on the Cross.  That would not be revealed to them for another few years just before His death.


d.  Taking away or removing sins refers to the judgment of our Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross as a substitute for us, and not for us only but also for the sins of the entire world, 1 Jn 2:2.


e.  Jesus Christ had to satisfy the justice and righteousness of God the Father in being judged for us.  This is the doctrine in theology called ‘propitiation’.


f.  Jesus Christ willingly received the imputation and judgment on our behalf of all personal sins in Himself on the Cross.  The is the doctrine of redemption and substitutionary atonement.


g.  Having accomplished this task perfectly, He has removed the barrier of sin between God and mankind.  This is the doctrine of reconciliation and mediatorship.

2.  The Barrier between God and the Unbeliever.
The Problem




God’s Solution
*  Real spiritual death


*
Jesus Christ’s substitutionary spiritual death

*  Personal sins


*
Unlimited Atonement

*  Curse of the Law: impossible
*
Redemption: Jesus Christ paid for our freedom by

    for man to fulfill the morality

being made a curse for us.
    of the Law.
*  Holiness of God (+R, Justice)
*
Propitiation, God the Father satisfied with the work







of Christ.


a.  Each one of these items shows what God has done for the entire human race.  So now there is no barrier, only an invisible line.  Man steps across that line and procures eternal salvation by simply believing in the Lord Jesus Christ, because on the Cross all the work for salvation was accomplished entirely by Him.


b.  These barrier points are the issue in presenting the Gospel.  Sin is no longer an issue.  All sin was already judged.


c.  Real spiritual death.



(1)  Under the doctrine of selection, human life is imputed to the human soul.  God has a purpose for each member of the human race.  This is proven by the fact He gave you human life.



(2)  Simultaneously, Adam’s original sin was imputed to the genetically formed old sin nature, producing real spiritual death.  Gen 2:17; Rom 5:12, 6:23; Eph 2:1.



(3)  Spiritual death means total helplessness to have a relationship with God.



(4)  The old sin nature, spiritual death, and the imputation of Adam’s original sin form a barrier between God and man, which prevents man from ever having any relationship with God.



(5)  Real spiritual death is solved by the substitutionary spiritual death of Jesus Christ on the Cross.  Jesus Christ received the penalty for all our sins when they were imputed to Him and judged, 1 Pet 2:24; 1 Pet 3:18; 2 Cor 5:21.


d.  Personal sins.



(1)  The manifestations of this barrier come in the form of personal sins.  When tempted by the old sin nature, our volition chooses to sin.  Rom 1:18-32, 3:9-23; Gal 5:19-21; 1 Tim 1:14-16.  Gal 6:7 tells us that we manufacture our own misery through our own self-determination.



(2)  When Christ received the imputation of our sins, He removed the barrier between God and man.  This is reconciliation for all mankind.  As God, Jesus Christ can have nothing to do with sin.  Sins were imputed to Christ’s humanity and judged.  This is why the sins of the world were carried “in His body.”


(3)  All personal sins were judged and removed from the barrier under the doctrine of unlimited atonement as taught in 2 Cor 5:14, 15, 19; 1 Tim 2:6, 4:10; Tit 2:11; Heb 2:9; 1 Jn 2:2.


e.  The curse of the Law is found in Eph 2:15; 1 Tim 1:8-11; Rom 3:9-23, 4:15, 5:20, 7:14; Gal 3:10-11.



(1)  In effect, the curse of the Law puts us in the slave market of sin.  Our freedom from the slave market must be purchased (the doctrine of redemption).


(2)  The doctrine of redemption teaches that we are redeemed from the slave market of sin by the saving work of Christ on the Cross, Ps 34:22; Gal 3:13; Eph 1:7; 1 Pet 1:18-19; Tit 2:14.


f.  The holiness or integrity of God is composed of His justice and perfect righteousness.



(1)  Rom 3:23, “All have sinned and come short of the glory of God.”  The glory of God refers to His perfect righteousness (+R).



(2)  We have -R; God has +R.  -R can never have fellowship with +R.



(3)  The doctrine of propitiation removes the barrier of the holiness of God.  God the Father is satisfied with the work of God the Son.  When Christ’s work was finished, God the Father gave His approval under the doctrine of propitiation.  God the Father is never satisfied with any work man can do; He is only satisfied with the work of Christ on the Cross.


g.  Therefore, there are four doctrines which describe reconciliation for the entire human race:  unlimited atonement, expiation (Christ is punished instead of us), propitiation, and redemption.  The entire human race is the recipient of these doctrines, which completely wipe out the barrier between God and mankind.  There is peace between man and God because of these four doctrines.


h.  Therefore, since no barrier exists, any person can step over the line and enter into a relationship with God or be reconciled to God through personal faith in Jesus Christ.


i.  So since peace exists, the peace treaty must be ratified.  Therefore, believe on the Lord Jesus Christ and you shall be saved.  Eph 2:8-9, “For by grace are you saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is a gift of God, not of works lest any man should boast.”

j.  So all we do is simply believe in Jesus Christ.  The work for salvation has already been accomplished.


k.  2 Cor 5:19, “Namely, that God [Father] by means of Christ [agent of reconciliation] was reconciling the world [unlimited atonement] to Himself by not imputing their sins to them.”  Our sins were never imputed to us for judgment; they were all imputed to Jesus Christ.  He is our substitute; He took our place.


l.  Col 1:20, “And through Him [Son], to reconcile all things to Himself [Father], having made peace through the blood of the Cross through Him [Son], whether things on earth or things in heaven.”  The blood of the Cross refers to the saving work of Christ on the Cross.  It includes all four doctrines.

3.  The barrier problems of the believer.  When any member of the human race believes in Christ, certain additional things occur which forever remove the barrier between God and the new believer.
*  Physical birth: born
physically alive but
*  Regeneration: born again with eternal life

spiritually dead.



imputed to the human spirit.

*  Relative righteousness or 


*  God imputes His perfect righteousness to us


self-righteousness.



with 3 results: justification, logistical grace,








God’s personal love.

*  Position in Adam.



*  Position in Christ.


a.  In physical birth, we are born with the genetic transfer of the old sin nature, Rom 5:12.  This part of the barrier cannot be removed apart from faith in Christ.



(1)  Regeneration is the work of God the Holy Spirit at the moment we believe in Christ.  The Holy Spirit creates a human spirit, and God the Father imputes eternal life to that human spirit.  This is “the renewal of the Holy Spirit” taught in Tit 3:5.  Also see 1 Pet 1:23 and Jn 3:1-18.



(2)  When we are born into this world, soul life is imputed by God the Father.  When we believe in Jesus Christ, we are said to be born again because eternal life is imputed to our Spirit-created human spirit, Jn 3.



(3)  As believers we now have two categories of life: soul life and eternal life.



(4)  Regeneration along with expiation (satisfaction of the justice of God) removes every barrier with regard to physical birth, so that we can live forever.


b.  The second problem is that we have relative righteousness.  “All our righteousnesses are as filthy rags in His sight,” Isa 64:6.


(1)  Our human self‑righteousness as a barrier is removed by two grace functions from God.




(a)  The imputation of divine righteousness, Rom 3:22, resulting in justification and permitting God to love the believer personally.




(b)  The imputation of logistical grace to that perfect righteousness.



(2)  This second item is removed by simply believing in Christ, at which time we receive the imputation of divine righteousness, Rom 3:22; 1 Cor 3:30; 2 Cor 5:21; Phil 3:9.  Rom 5:1, “Therefore, being justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ.”


(3)  The imputation of divine righteousness instantly results in justification, Rom 4:1-5, 25, 5:1, 9, 8:30; Gal 2:16; Rom 3:11; Tit 3:7.


c.  Our position in Adam is also resolved when we believe in Christ.  1 Cor 15:22, “in Adam all die, but in Christ shall all be made alive.”


(1)  At salvation, God the Holy Spirit enters every believer into union with Christ; this is the baptism of the Holy Spirit.  This makes us royal family and the heirs of God.  This removes our position in Adam.



(2)  So our position in Adam is replaced by position in Christ through the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


d.  What is accomplished for believers in reconciliation is:  regeneration, imputation of divine righteousness plus justification, and the baptism of the Holy Spirit.


e.  Therefore, God has established the basis of unity among believers in reconciliation.



(1)  God the Holy Spirit has established the basis of unity among believers by regeneration, giving all believers the same eternal life and entering us into union with Christ.


(2)  God the Father imputing His righteousness establishes the basis for unity among believers, giving all believers the same perfect righteousness.


f.  So at the very moment of salvation, there exists peace with God.  Therefore, being entered into the royal family of God, these doctrines that establish our reconciliation with God provide the basis for peace among members of the royal family.
2.  “in fact sin is not in Him.”

a.  John makes another emphatic statement, of which these believers were all well aware from the previous teaching of doctrine by the apostles.  Jesus Christ was impeccable.

b.  Our Lord was born physically apart from human reproduction.  Therefore, there was no transfer of the sin nature genetically from his human step-father (Joseph) to Him.

c.  Because there was no genetically formed sin nature, God the Father could not and did not impute Adam’s original sin to our Lord as He had done to every other member of the human race born of a woman.


d.  Finally, our Lord never committed even one personal sin.  Therefore, being totally free of sin in any way, our Lord was qualified to go to the Cross as the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.
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