1 John 2:9



- is the nominative masculine singular subject from the articular present active participle from the verb LEGW, which means “to say in the sense: to contend, allege, or maintain.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “the one who.”  This article is used for this participle and the participle from the verb MISEW, both participles being connected by the conjunction KAI.  The Granville-Sharp rule applies here.  Both participles refer to two different aspects of these same believers.

The present tense is descriptive present for what was going on at the time John wrote and is still going on today.

The active voice indicates that certain believers, living in the cosmic system, produce the action of contending, maintaining, alleging certain things.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, which means “in the light” and refers to living the spiritual life of the Church Age based upon Bible doctrine in the soul.  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, which means “to be.”  Figuratively, this verb means “to live in the light 1 Jn 2:9; compare verse 11; 1 Thes 5:4, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.”


The present tense is a static and aoristic present for a timeless present fact that in the mind of these believers does not change.  They are constantly living their spiritual life under the power of the filling of the Spirit and according to the will of God without change or sin.


The active voice indicates that the believers maintaining this position produce the action.


The infinitive is a substantival infinitive of direct object of the main verb and is used in indirect discourse.  It is translated “that he is.”
“The one who maintains that he is in the light [living the spiritual life]”
- is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS with the possessive genitive from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “his brother” and referring to a fellow believer.  Then we have the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb MISEW, which means “to hate, detest.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now occurring.


The active voice indicates that the believers maintaining this position produce the action.


The participle is a circumstantial participle.
“and hates his fellow believer”
- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun SKOTIA, which means “in the darkness” and refers to life in Satan’s cosmic system.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the believer maintaining these things produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of reality.

Finally, we have the preposition HEWS plus the adverb of time ARTI, meaning “until now Mt 11:12; Jn 2:10; 5:17; 16:24; 1 Jn 2:9; 1 Cor 4:13; 8:7; 15:6.”

“is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] until now.”
1 John 2:9 corrected translation
“The one who maintains that he is in the light [living the spiritual life] and hates his fellow believer is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] until now.”
Explanation:
1.  “The one who maintains that he is in the light [living the spiritual life] and hates his fellow believer,”

a.  John continues with a description of the problem of the legalistic, arrogant, morally degenerate believer.  However, this applies to any believer whether in moral or immoral degeneracy or reversionism.

b.  The reversionistic believer contends, alleges, or maintains that he is living the spiritual life of the Church Age.  Being in the light means “living in the light.”

c.  “The light” is used here for the spiritual life of the Church, just as it is used in Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the light of life.’”


(1)  The light of life is Bible doctrine in the soul and the filling of the Holy Spirit, which together make up “the light” of the spiritual life.



(2)  It takes both the word of God; that is, Bible doctrine in one’s soul and the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to enlighten any human being on what God wants, desires, expects, and demands.



(3)  “The light” is God’s system of power for execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age.



(4)  The power system for the execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age is made up of two power options: the filling of the Spirit and Bible doctrine metabolized and circulating in the stream of conscious thoughts of the soul.

d.  The believer in perpetual carnality or reversionism described here by John maintains that he is filled with the Spirit and functions on the basis of Bible doctrine in the soul.


e.  He firmly believes that he is doing what God wants.


f.  He firmly believes he is living the spiritual life.


g.  He firmly believes he is glorifying God.


h.  He firmly believes he is absolutely right in all that he does.


i.  He firmly believes in himself.


j.  There is no doubt in his mind about what he believes and that system of belief is based upon what he has heard from false teaching.


k.  He is identical to the Pharisees, Sadducees, and Doctors of the Law (the Scribes) who opposed our Lord.


l.  However, this believer has something else he still believes.  He believes he has the right to hate others who do not agree with him.


m.  It isn’t just anybody that this person hates, but other believers who are in union with Christ.


n.  You cannot hate a fellow-believer without hating the Lord Jesus Christ.


o.  You cannot separate a fellow-believer from his intimate eternal relationship with Christ.


p.  Whatever you do to a believer in Christ, you do to Christ Himself.  This principle was first taught by our Lord in Mt 25:45, “Then He will answer them, ‘Truly I say to you, to the extent that you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’”

q.  The person who hates anyone is out of fellowship with God, for God does not and cannot hate anyone.  God is love and in Him is no hatred at all.  Hatred is often used as an anthropopathism to ascribe to God a human characteristic using human language of accommodation, so that we can understand the policy of God.  But God does not hate.


r.  The person who hates is in a state of sinfulness, Lev 19:17, “You shall not hate your fellow countryman in your heart; you may surely reprove your neighbor, but shall not incur sin because of him.”

s.  Being in a state of sinfulness or carnality, it is impossible for this person to be in fellowship with God, 1 Cor 3:1-3, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].   But  even now, you are still not able.  For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”

t.  We cannot live the spiritual life of the Church Age without being filled with the Spirit; that is, being in fellowship with the Spirit.

u.  We cannot live the spiritual life of the Church Age, being filled with the Spirit, and at the same time in a state of sin through hatred of other believers.
2.  “is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] until now.”

a.  John now makes his point.  The carnal and reversionistic believer is really living in Satan’s cosmic system even though he is now a believer.

b.  This person lived in the cosmic system prior to believing in Christ, stepped out of the cosmic system and believed in Christ, and then returned to the cosmic system to live in it again after salvation.

c.  This same situation is described in 2 Pet 2:17-21, “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.  For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception, promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.  For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.  For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”

d.  Not only have these believers been in the cosmic system previously, but even now as John writes they are still in the cosmic system.

e.  The fellow-believers whom these carnal believers hated were John and the members of his churches who remained positive to the teaching of God’s Word.


f.  The problem of these carnal believers is their failure to learn, believe, accept, and apply the doctrine of unconditional love, which is stated in the command to love one another.


g.  Instead of loving their fellow-believer unconditionally these believers living in the cosmic system hate them.  They hate them for not agreeing with their false doctrine.


h.  Our Lord never hated anyone for not agreeing with His true doctrine, but those false teachers (Pharisees, Sadducees, and Scribes) who opposed Him hated everything about Him because He did not agree with them.

i.  False teachers and their followers hate those who do not agree with them.  Genuine teachers of the word of God hate no one who disagrees with them.  They continue to love them unconditionally as is expected by the Lord.


j.  Living a life of hatred and antagonism toward others is a sure sign that you are living in the cosmic system.


k.  The only solution is given in 1 Jn 1:9, the recovery procedure of the spiritual life.
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