1 John 2:8



- is the adverb PALIN, used as a “marker of contrast or an alternative aspect, translated: on the other hand, in turn as in: on the other hand, it is written Mt 4:7; 1 Cor 12:21; let him remind himself, on the other hand 2 Cor 10:7; on the other hand Lk 6:43; 1 Jn 2:8.”
  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ENTOLĒ and the adjective KAINOS, meaning “a new command.”  This is followed by the first person singular present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that John is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”
“On the other hand, I am writing a new command to you,”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and referring to the new command just mentioned.  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “to be: is.”

The present is a gnomic or static present for a state or condition that perpetually exists or is always true.


The active voice indicates that the new command produces the action of being what is about to be described here as true.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective ALĒTHĒS, which means “true.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in Him” and referring to our Lord in His true humanity during the hypostatic union and the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”
“which is true in Him and in you,”
- is the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, meaning “because” followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SKOTIA, which means “the darkness” and refers to Satan’s cosmic system.  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb PARAGW, which means “to go out of existence: pass away, disappear.”

The present is a progressive present, which looks at the action as an on-going process, which has already begun and is continuing to happen with no indication on when it might end.  It simply looks at what is happening right now in human history.

The passive voice indicates that Satan’s system of control of the world is receiving the action of coming closer all the time to passing out of existence or ending.  Satan’s system will continue until the Second Advent, but as each day gets closer, so his system is closer to ending completely.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“because the darkness is passing away”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, which means “and” plus the nominative subject from the neuter singular article and noun PHWS, meaning “the light” followed by the nominative neuter singular article and adjective ALĒTHINOS, which means “genuine, authentic, real Jn 1:9, 4:23, 6:32; 7:28, 15:1, 17:3; 1 Jn 2:8, 5:20;  1 Thes 1:9.”
  This is followed by the adverb of time ĒDĒ, which means “already.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHAINW, which means “to shine, give light.”

The present is a descriptive present for what is now going on.

The active voice indicates that the genuine, true, real light of Bible doctrine produces the action of already shining in the soul of the positive Church Age believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
“and the genuine light [love from Bible doctrine] is already shining.”
1 John 2:8 corrected translation
“On the other hand, I am writing a new command to you, which is true in Him and in you, because the darkness is passing away and the genuine light [love from Bible doctrine] is already shining.”
Explanation:
1.  “On the other hand, I am writing a new command to you,”

a.  In contrast to the old command of John’s previous statement, he now declares that he is teaching new doctrine and a new command for Church Age believers.

b.  This new command is stated in the next verse:  “The one who says he is in the Light and yet hates his brother is in the darkness until now.”

c.  The new command is directly related to the apostate, degenerate, legalist, arrogant, religious believer who continues to allege that he is living the same spiritual life that our Lord lived, and yet continues to not have the virtue of unconditional love for others that our Lord demonstrated during His spiritual life on earth.  John’s command is really the declaration that this religious believer is still living in the cosmic system.


d.  This new command is necessary because of the incipient Gnosticism which is invading the Church and teaching false doctrines that are attacking the spiritual lives of believers.


e.  It was absolutely necessary for John to write this command, in order to make it a permanent part of the word of God, which could then be applied to all generations of the Church Age.  This command is just as important today as it was 2000 years ago.

2.  “which is true in Him and in you,”

a.  The new command is that the genuine light; that is, the word of God must shine in us.

b.  The fact that Bible doctrine (or the belief in and application of the word of God) was most important in the life of our Lord is obvious from even a cursory or superficial reading of the gospels.

c.  The fact that the word of God held premier place in the thinking of Paul, Peter, James, and others writers of the New Testament is just as obvious.


d.  The importance of the word of God was true in the human life of our Lord.  It is equally as true in the spiritual life of growing believers of the Church.

e.  God expects the light of Bible doctrine or the word of God to shine in us as it did in Him.


f.  The manifestation of the light of the word of God shining in us is our personal love for God and unconditional love for all others.


g.  The life of our Lord Jesus Christ brought to light for all to see God’s eternal, unconditional love for mankind.  The greatest manifestation of this love was God’s willingness to go to the Cross as a true human and be judged as a substitute for us.


h.  This fantastic demonstration of the power of love through the influence of the Holy Spirit that was manifest in the life of our Lord is just as manifest in our spiritual lives now.

i.  We are expected to demonstrate the same power of love from the influence of the Spirit toward one another that our Lord demonstrated toward us.


j.  This is the light shining in a dark place.  God’s love is the light shining in the darkness of Satan’s world.

3.  “because the darkness is passing away”

a.  Then John gives us the reason for why this command is so important.

b.  The darkness refers to Satan’s world, his system, his sphere of power, which is without grace, without love, without mercy, without justice, and without righteousness.

c.  Satan’s corrupt and evil system, which controls the world now is passing away.  Each day the world comes closer to the Second Advent of Christ.  The Second Advent of Christ is the passing away of Satan’s kingdom forever.


d.  Satan’s darkness will continue to cover the world and become worse and worse as we get closer and closer to the Second Advent.  In the meantime the only true or genuine light of truth and love in the world will be God’s love for us and our love for each other as believers.


e.  Love in the world of mankind will grow colder and colder as time goes on, and the only love manifest will be the love of believers.  However, each evil and dark day reveals the genuine light of the love of Jesus Christ as revealed in the word of God.

f.  The darkness of Satan’s cosmic system is not gradually passing away now; it is getting worse and worse day by day.  However, as each evil and dark day passes, we are one day closer to the total revelation of the Light, the Lord Jesus Christ, who is the light of the world.

4.  “and the genuine light [love from Bible doctrine] is already shining [the Church Age believer’s execution of the spiritual life].”

a.  The genuine light refers to three things:


(1)  Jesus Christ, who is the Light of the World.



(2)  Bible doctrine, which is the light shining in a dark place.



(3)  The love of God, which is the genuine light already shining.


b.  All three are related to each other.  The unconditional love of the Light of the World is the light shining in a dark place.  The dark place is the world or Satan’s cosmic system.  The light which shines in Satan’s world is God’s fantastic love for us.  This light is revealed in the eternal word of God.

c.  As Bible doctrine is taught, so also the light of God’s love is revealed.


d.  As the light of God’s unconditional love is revealed to us, so also it is expected to be manifest in our life as it was in His spiritual life.


e.  This love began to shine during the dispensation of the hypostatic union.  It continues to shine during the dispensation of the Church.


f.  The genuine light of Bible doctrine is manifest to the world by our love for God and love for one another.  The world recognizes the word of God in us by our unconditional love toward them and each other.


g.  The word of God or Bible doctrine cannot shine to the world of unbelievers.  They are not interested in it nor do they care about it.


h.  However, the word of God or Bible doctrine becomes overwhelmingly obvious to others when we love them unconditionally with honor, integrity, and virtue.


i.  The true light of God is His true love.

j.  The true light of the word of God is His true unconditional love for all His creatures.


k.  The whole purpose of human history is to reveal the true love of God for His creatures to Satan and the fallen angels.


l.  This revelation of God’s true love has two great manifestations in human history: the First and Second Advents of Christ.  God demonstrated His true love for all mankind at the First Advent and will demonstrate His true love for all believers at the Second Advent.


m.  God’s true love in both Advents is already shining throughout the Church Age in the souls of positive believers.  This is why we are called ‘the light of the world’, Mt 5:14.  Our Lord called Himself ‘the light of the world’ Jn 8:12 and so we who live the same spiritual life as He did and have the same personal love for God and unconditional for all are called by Him ‘the light of the world’.

n.  As we execute the spiritual life through the influence of the Spirit the light of God’s love for us and our love for others shines brightly in a very dark place.
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