1 John 2:28



- is the transitional and continuative use of the conjunction KAI, translated “And.”  John is continuing his discussion about the spiritual life, but is transitioning this line of thought into a new subject—the relation of the current spiritual life to our life after the exit-resurrection of the Church.  With this we have the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now.”  Then we have the vocative from the neuter plural noun TEKNION, as we had in 2:1 and 2:12, meaning (little) child; it is used only in familiar, loving address by our Lord or John to his spiritual children: Jn 13:33; 1 Jn 2:1, 12, 28; 3:7, 18; 4:4; 5:21.  It is a term of endearment and affection by a teacher to his disciples under circumstances requiring a tender appeal or warning against spiritual dangers.  This is followed by the second person plural present active imperative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, stay, reside, abide, or continue.”

The present tense is a durative present and customary present for what is reasonably expected to continue now and into the future.


The active voice indicates that believers are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place/sphere from the third person neuter singular (the same phrase which we just had at the end of verse 27—the masculine and neuter singular are formed identically in the dative/locative/instrumental cases) intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “in it” and referring to the spiritual life of the Church Age.

“And now, dear children, keep residing in it [the spiritual life],”
- is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a purpose clause, and translated “in order that.”  With this we have the third class conditional particle EAN, normally meaning “if and maybe it will and maybe it will not happen.”   But since this would connote the possibly that our Lord might not come back for the Church, a second meaning and common use of the particle is meant here.  It is also used “as a conjunction of the prospect of an action in a point of time coordinated with another point of time.  Thus at times the meaning of EAN approaches closely that of HOTAN: whenever, when 1 Jn 2:28 (there is even a variant reading for this verse in other manuscripts of HOTAN); Jn 12:32; 14:3; Heb 3:7.”
  Other clues in this verse that tell us this is the temporal use of EAN are the use of the temporal adverb NUN = now, which we had in the previous clause and the preposition EN plus the locative of time from the noun PAROUSIA, coming up in the final clause.  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb PHANEROW, which means in the passive “to show or reveal oneself, be revealed, appear.”

The aorist tense can be both a gnomic aorist, for a universal truth or generally accepted fact, and a futuristic aorist to indicate an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord receives the action of being revealed.


The subjunctive mood is used with the temporal EAN to indicate the uncertainty of the exact time when this event will occur.
“in order that whenever He is revealed,”
- is the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which describes what is so certain to take place in the future that it is described as if it has already taken place.  What John is saying here is that we must live in the spiritual life now, so that when Christ comes for us in the Rapture we are certain to have confidence in our right relationship with Him because we have lived the same spiritual life that He lived.  In effect we have confidence during and after our resurrection to meet Him in the air, because we have already had that confidence during our spiritual life on earth.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers are to produce this action of having confidence.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, contingent upon our willingness to learn and live the spiritual life God has provided for us.
Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun PARRĒSIA, which means “a state of boldness and confidence, courage, confidence, boldness, fearlessness, especially in the presence of persons of high rank.”

“we might have confidence”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the negative MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person plural aorist passive subjunctive from the verb AISCHUNW, which means “to experience shame, be put to shame, be disgraced, that is to be disappointed in a hope Phil 1:20; 2 Cor 10:8 before someone 1 Jn 2:28.”


The aorist tense can be both a gnomic aorist, for a universal truth or generally accepted fact, and a futuristic aorist to indicate an event which has not in fact happened but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as though it had already happened.


The passive voice indicates that positive believers receive the action of not being ashamed.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive to indicate that human volition has everything to do with whether or not we are ashamed or not ashamed of ourselves when Christ is revealed at the Rapture of the Church.

With this we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of agency from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “by Him.”  The word in the ablative indicates the personal agent who performs the action expressed by a verb in the passive voice (AISCHUNW).  Jesus Christ performs the action of disgracing believers who have not lived His spiritual life when He returns for us, and not disgracing believers who have lived His spiritual life.  Finally we have the preposition EN plus the locative of time (“point of time when something occurs 1 Cor 15:23; 1 Thes 2:19; 3:13—here, in contrast to the other passages, there is no reference to the second coming of Christ; 1 Jn 2:28.”
) from the feminine singular article and noun PAROUSIA with the possessive genitive from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, translated “at His coming.”
“and might not be disgraced by Him at His coming.”
1 John 2:28 corrected translation
“And now, dear children, keep residing in it, in order that whenever He is revealed, we might have confidence and might not be disgraced by Him at His coming.”
Explanation:
1.  “And now, dear children, keep residing in it [the spiritual life],”

a.  John now transitions to a new topic, while continuing his theme of the importance of the spiritual life.

b.  In this section of the letter, John discusses the importance of the spiritual life because of its relationship to the return of the Lord for His royal family, commonly called the Rapture of the Church.

c.  Again John uses the vocative of endearment “dear children” to indicate that his comments are directed toward all believers, both positive and negative, for what he is about to say will apply to both groups whether they like it or not.


d.  John makes his initial point with a command—keep residing, living, remaining, continuing to live in the spiritual life.


e.  At the end of verse 27 John said, “just as His anointing has taught you, keep residing in it [the spiritual life].”  So he repeats that thought and builds on it.

2.  “in order that whenever He is revealed [Rapture],”

a.  The building block of doctrine that John lays upon this command (to continue to live the spiritual life of the Church Age) is the purpose for so doing.

b.  We have many purposes for our spiritual life after salvation.  John gives another here that is critical, because its effects will continue forever.

c.  How we live the spiritual life now determines our evaluation by the Lord at the Evaluation Throne or BĒMA of Christ.


d.  How we are evaluated at the Bema (Judgment Seat) of Christ determines our eternal rewards and decorations, 2 Cor 5:10, “For it is necessary that we all must appear before the judicial bench of Christ, in order that each person might be rewarded for the things by means of the body in accordance with what he has done, whether good of intrinsic value or worthless (trivial, thoughtless, indifferent).”

e.  So the purpose of our spiritual life now, has great impact on how things will go for us when Christ returns for us.  The revelation of Christ mentioned here is a reference to the exit-resurrection of the Church, commonly called the Rapture of the Church.


f.  This event takes place at the end of the Church Age or current dispensation of human history and initiates the Great Tribulation on the earth.  The Church does not go through the Tribulation.  We meet the Lord in the air and are taken to heaven for evaluation by our Lord during the seven years of the Great Tribulation.  We are being prepared in heaven as the Bride of Christ for our return with Him at His Second Advent.

g.  The temporal use of the particle EAN, translated “whenever” indicates the unknown time of this event in human history.  This is the doctrine of the imminency of the resurrection of the Church.  There is no prophecy that needs to be fulfilled.  This event could happen at any moment during the Church Age.



(1)  Mt 24:36, “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, nor the Son, but the Father alone.”   Only the Trinity knows when the Rapture is going to occur.  The word “Son” refers to the humanity of Christ.  Deity is omniscient.


(2)  Mk 13:32, “But of that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in heaven, nor the Son (humanity of Christ), but the Father alone.”


(3)  Imminency means impending, or threatening to occur immediately.  It does not mean immediately.


(4)  The resurrection of the Church will occur when the last member of the body of Christ is saved.


(5)  The Church Age is the only dispensation in which there are historical trends and no prophecy.  The Church Age began with an event prophesied—the baptism of the Spirit.  Our Lord prophesied this in the Upper Room Discourse and just before He ascended.  The Church Age terminates with the Rapture, which was also prophesied.  There is no prophecy between these two events.  This is the dispensation of ‘mystery’ doctrine.  No prophecy between the baptism of the Spirit and the Rapture means that the Rapture is imminent.  It could occur at any time; no one knows the day or the hour.



(6)  While the Rapture is imminent, the Second Advent is not.  Before the Second Advent occurs, there are many prophecies which must occur, e.g., the Rapture, the Tribulation, the Judgment Seat of Christ, all of Rev 6‑19.



(7)  Distortion of the imminency of the Rapture results in instability and foolish explanation or speculation about the time of the Rapture; hence, James gives us an admonition in Jam 5:7‑8, “Therefore, brethren, have patience until the coming of the Lord [Rapture].  The farmer waits with anticipation for the valuable production of the soil, constantly being patient until it has received the early and the latter rains.  Have patience!  Furthermore, all of you become stabilized in your right lobes because the coming of the Lord [Rapture] has approached with the result that it is drawing nearer and nearer.”  “Drawing nearer” means to be approaching.  Every day in the Church Age, the Rapture draws closer.  Every day that the Rapture approaches, you still have equal privilege and opportunity to be a winner or a loser.


(8)  Because there was no unfulfilled prophecy before the Rapture could occur, the early Church anticipated the Rapture under the concept of imminency, 1 Cor 1:7-8, “so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift, while eagerly awaiting the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ, who will also strengthen you until the end (of the CA), the blameless ones on the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.”  To be “strengthened to the end” refers, not to the end of their lives, but to the end of the Church Age.  Since they died before then, what does this mean?  Every believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity to execute the plan of God.  But it cannot be executed in human power, dynamics, energy, works, or personality; it is executed in the filling of the Holy Spirit and knowledge of doctrine; that is, the spiritual life provided for us.


(9)  Three times in Revelation we find the phrase, “I am coming soon”: Rev 22:7, 12, 20.  Remember that, to the Lord, a day is as thousand years and a thousand years as a day.  Therefore, “soon” connotes imminency, not immediacy.



(10)  The imminency of the Rapture is a doctrine appreciated by mature believers.  A mature believer is eager for the Rapture to occur.  He is so occupied with Christ that he looks forward to the Rapture.

h.  The promise of the rapture is given in Jn 14:3, “If I go to prepare a place for you, I will come again and receive you to Myself.”

i.  Scripture passages on the resurrection of the Church are:



(1)  1 Thes 4:13‑17, “Now we do not want you to be ignorant, brethren, about those who are asleep, in order that you might not grieve as in fact the rest who do not have hope.  For if we believe that Jesus died and has risen, so also God [the Father] will bring with Him [our Lord] those who have fallen asleep through their relationship with Jesus.  For we declare this to you by means of the word of the Lord that we who remain alive at the coming of the Lord will never precede those who have fallen asleep, because the Lord Himself, by means of a command, by means of the sound of an archangel; that is, by means of the trumpet blast of God, will descend from heaven, and the dead in Christ will rise first, then we who are alive, the ones who are left behind, at the same time we shall be snatched together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the atmosphere and so we shall always be with the Lord.”


(2)  1 Cor 15:51‑55, “Pay attention, I tell you a mystery; we will not all sleep, however we will all be changed, in an indivisible time, in the blinking of the eye, at the last trumpet; for the trumpet will sound, and the immortal dead will be raised and we will be changed.  For this perishable must put on incorruptibility and this mortal must put on immortality.  But whenever this perishable puts on incorruptibility and this mortal puts on immortality, then the statement which stands written will come about, ‘Death has been swallowed up because of victory.’”


(3)  Phil 3:11, “if in some way [death or rapture] I will arrive at the exit-resurrection from the dead, and I will.”


(4)  1 Jn 3:2‑3, “Beloved, now we are the children of God, and what we will be He has not yet revealed.  However, we know that if He should appear, we shall be [exactly] like Him because we shall see Him as He is.  And everyone who keeps on having this confidence in Him purifies Himself [in the spiritual life] even as He is pure [ultimate sanctification in a resurrection body].”


(5)  Tit 2:13, “while waiting for the happy expectation and appearance of the glory of the great God, even our savior Jesus Christ.”


(6)  1 Cor 6:14, “Now God not only raised the Lord, but also will raise us from the dead through His power.”


(7)  Rev 3:11, “I will be coming soon; seize [grasp, become the master of] what you have [Bible doctrine], so that no one may take away your crown.”



(a)  The present active imperative of the verb KRATEW tells us what we should be doing if the Rapture occurs.  The word means:  to seize, to grasp, to get possession of, and to become the master of something.  We should be learning the word of God consistently and mastering the spiritual life in preparation for the Rapture.




(b)  Seizing, grasping, or becoming master of what we have is a reference to executing the spiritual life on a consistent basis.  This is how we prepare for the Rapture, as well as how we keep other people from distracting us from attaining our future blessings for eternity.

j.  The chronological events of the resurrection of the Church are described in Scripture.



(1)  The Rapture takes place, 1 Cor 15:51‑58; 1 Thes 4:13‑18.



(2)  The Big Genuflex occurs, Phil 2:9‑11.



(3)  The Judgment Seat of Christ, 2 Cor 5:10; Rom 5:10.



(4)  Bride returns with Christ at the Second Advent, 1 Thes 3:13.



(5)  The manifestation of the Bride, Rom 8:19; Col 3:4.



(6)  Operation Footstool, Ps 110:1; Zech 13:2; Col 2:15; 1 Cor 15:24‑25.



(7)  The Coronation of Christ, Rev 19:6.



(8)  The Wedding Supper of the Lamb, Rev 19:7‑9.



(9)  The purpose of the Rapture is to get the royal family of God prepared for the Second Advent and the Wedding Supper.

k.  The Distinction Between the Rapture and the Second Advent.
RAPTURE





SECOND ADVENT
1.  Private, Acts 1:11




Public, Rev 11:7.

2.  In the air, 1 Thes 4:17



On earth, Zech 14:4.

3.  Judgment of believer’s works, 2 Cor 5:10

Baptism of Fire, Mt 25:31‑46.

4.  Church goes to heaven, Jn 14:3


Church returns with Christ, 1 Thes 3:13.

5.  Holy Spirit is removed,
 2 Thes 2:6

Removal of Satan, Rev 20:1‑3.

6.  Change in believer’s body, Phil 3:21.

Earth is changed, Zech 14:9; Rom 8:19-22.
7.  Christ appears as the groom.


He appears as the Messiah.

8.  End of the Church Age.



End of the Jewish age.

9.  Israel under the fifth cycle of discipline.

Termination of the fifth cycle of discipline.

10.  Believers taken from the earth 1 Thes 4:16ff
Unbelievers taken from the earth Mt 







24:37‑43.

11. A time of comfort, 1 Thes 4:18.


A time of terror, Rev 6:15‑17.

3.  “we might have confidence”

a.  One of the great purposes of living the spiritual life of the Church Age is so we have the opportunity to have confidence after the resurrection of the Church.  We don’t need confidence at the point of the resurrection, since it happens in the twinkling of an eye.  It is over before we even realize it began.  However, we have a critical need for confidence during the events which follow the resurrection of the Church 

b.  Confidence is an option (the subjunctive mood in the Greek) in the life of the believer.  We either have it or don’t have it based upon the decisions we make.  Make the right decisions and we have confidence.  Make the wrong decisions and we do not.

c.  The right decisions are those decisions to obey the commands of God’s Word related to living the spiritual life God has provided for us.  For example: be filled with the Spirit, walk by means of the Spirit, grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, love one another, etc.


d.  When we obey the commands of God, we have confidence before Him that we have done His will.  This confidence is critical before and during our evaluation before the judgment throne of Christ.  If we have confidence now, we know that we will have confidence then.  If we do not have confidence now, we can be assured we will not have confidence then.


e.  We can know confidently right now how things will go for us at the evaluation throne of Christ based upon whether or not we have confidence now.  God wants us to have confidence before Him, a confidence not based upon arrogance, but upon the firm trust in the teaching of the word of God that we have done what God has asked of us during our spiritual life.

4.  “and might not be disgraced by Him at His coming.”

a.  There is not and cannot be any disgrace for the Christian at the Second Advent of Christ.  We return with Him in resurrection bodies, having already completed our evaluation and having already received our eternal rewards and decorations.  Any disgrace we may have had momentarily during our evaluation before His Judgment Throne is now over.

b.  The only disgrace any believer can have is during his personal evaluation before the Lord for failure to learn and live the spiritual life God provided for him.

c.  The loser believer, who lived a life apart from the word of God, with neglect and rejection of the will of God, who remained in perpetual carnality and degeneracy, walking in the darkness of Satan’s cosmic system will be disgraced by our Lord during His evaluation.

d.  Our Lord will point out to those who rejected His thinking and His will that they did so of their own free will.  He will point out how much He loved them and how much He provided for them.  He will point out how much He protected them and how little He expected of them.  There will be no doubt about their shame before Him.


e.  They will retain their resurrection body; they will retain their eternal salvation; they will live forever in heaven; they will still be members of the royal family; and they will be unbelievably happy forever.  But they will not have any eternal rewards and decorations to show for their spiritual life on earth.


f.  John’s warning here to those fellow-believers who have left their local church and rejected the teaching of their pastor is that they will be disgraced by the Lord at His coming.   John’s encouragement to those who are still positive is that they can have absolute confidence that they will not be disgraced.



(1)  1 Thes 2:19, “For who is our confidence, or happiness, or crown of pride?  None other than you in the presence of our Lord Jesus at His coming.”


(2)  1 Jn 3:21, “Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence before God.”


(3)  1 Jn 4:17, “By this, love is perfected with us, so that we may have confidence in the day of judgment; because as He is, so also are we in this world.”

g.  Other Scriptures that describe this same disgrace or shame are:



(1)  Mk 8:38, “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful generation, the Son of Man will also be ashamed of him when He comes in the glory of His Father with the holy angels.”  This refers to the Second Advent, but the principle applies equally to both the evaluation of Church Age believers after the Rapture as well as to Tribulational believers after the Second Advent.


(2)  Phil 1:20, “according to my eager expectation and confidence that in nothing shall I be disgraced, but with all openness and courage as always, even now Christ shall be exalted in my person, whether by life or by death [dying grace].”


(3)  Phil 3:19, “whose termination [of life] is destruction, whose god [is] his emotions; that is, whose fame (recognition, honor, prestige) [is] in the sphere of their shame (disgrace, dishonor), who keep thinking about earthly things.”


(4)  Rev 3:18, “I counsel you to buy from Me gold [doctrine] refined by fire [attacks on canonicity], in order that you may become rich, and wear white clothes [uniform of honor], that you may clothe yourselves, and that the shame of your disgraceful nakedness [perpetual carnality and reversionism] may not be revealed [Judgment Seat of Christ], and [to buy] collyrium [eye salve] [Church Age doctrine] to rub in your eyes, in order that you may keep on seeing.”


(5)  Rev 16:15, “Be alert, I will come like a thief [suddenly].  Happy is he who stays alert and guards his uniform [eternal rewards, such as the uniform of glory], so that he may not march naked [with no eternal decorations], and they [other believers] see his disgrace [of being a loser].”
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