1 John 2:20



- is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “But; However; And yet; or Nevertheless.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” and referring to all the positive believers in contrast to those who have left the local church and are living in the cosmic system.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular noun CHRISMA, which means:

1.  “assignment, particular task; formally, an anointing.”


2.  “Anointing was the inaugural ceremony for priests.”


3.  “An act of anointing is thus linked with the cleansing purpose.  The aim is to give to the one anointed power, strength, or majesty.  Among the Hittites one of the rites at the king’s enthronement is his anointing.  This confers on him the ability to rule.  Sometimes there is reference to the anointing of the king as priest; its basic significance is the same.  The act of anointing is to be regarded as an act of enablement.  Anointing by Yahweh Himself is a conferring of honor and is thus authorization by Him.  A specific commission is given to the king with his anointing.  The understanding of anointing as a rite of cleansing and consecration became more and more an act of priestly dedication.  Isa 61:1, (“The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, because the Lord has anointed me to bring good news to the afflicted; He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, to proclaim liberty to captives and freedom to prisoners;”) says that Isaiah had been given the Spirit and anointed by Yahweh. The prophet is to discharge a specific task assigned to him by Yahweh.  He is anointed for this. Thus the act of anointing confers power.  The Christian has received the anointing as a power which remains in him and gives him comprehensive and reliable instruction.”


4.  “anointing 1 Jn 2:20, 27ab, usually taken to mean anointing with the Holy Spirit.”


5.  “to assign a person to a task, with the implication of supernatural sanctions, blessing, and endowment—’to anoint, to assign, to appoint, assignment, appointment.’  Accordingly, in place of a literal rendering, it is necessary to employ some such expression as ‘to be appointed by God’ or ‘to be given a special task by God.’”


6.  All of these explanations combine to explain anointing as: an act of God, whereby the royal priest of the Church Age is empowered by the Holy Spirit for a particular task or assignment.  He has received the power and authority to carry out this assignment.  He is given the privilege and honor of being commissioned by His King [the Lord Jesus Christ] to use the power given to him to fulfill this commission or assignment.

7.  The absence of the article indicates the high quality of this anointing, appointment, commission, and empowerment by our Lord Jesus Christ.

Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present, for something that began in the past (at the moment of our salvation) and continues as long as we are alive on earth living the spiritual life God has given us to execute.

The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers produce the action of having the anointing of God for the purpose of executing the purpose of God for our lives.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative, which describes a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular article and substantival use of the adjective HAGIOS, which means “from the Holy One” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ, who is called by this title in:


1.  Prov 9:10, “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is understanding.”

2.  Prov 30:3, “Neither have I learned wisdom, nor do I have the knowledge of the Holy One.”

3.  Isa 40:25, “‘To whom then will you liken Me that I would be his equal?’ says the Holy One.”

4.  Hos 11:9, “I will not execute My fierce anger; I will not destroy Ephraim again.  For I am God and not man, the Holy One in your midst, and I will not come in wrath.”

5.  Hos 11:12, “Ephraim surrounds Me with lies and the house of Israel with deceit; Judah is also unruly against God, even against the Holy One who is faithful.”

6.  Hab 3:3, “God comes from Teman, and the Holy One from Mount Paran.  Selah.  His splendor covers the heavens, and the earth is full of His praise.”

7.  Mk 1:24, “saying, ‘What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!’”

8.  Lk 4:34, “Let us alone! What business do we have with each other, Jesus of Nazareth? Have You come to destroy us? I know who You are—the Holy One of God!’”

9.  Jn 6:69, “We have believed and have come to know that You are the Holy One of God.”

10.  1 Pet 1:15, “but like the Holy One who called you, be holy yourselves also in all your behavior.”

11.  “The description of Jesus Christ as HAGIOS is rare (Mk 1:24; Lk 1:35; 4:34; Jn 6:69; 1 Jn 2:20; Rev 3:7; Acts 3:14; 4:27, 30).”

“And yet [in spite of believers defecting to the cosmic system], you have the appointment [commission] from the Holy One [Jesus Christ],”
- is the simple additive function of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  This is followed by the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, which means “to know; to understand, recognize, come to know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect or gnomic perfect for a generally accepted fact, which is a present state or condition as a result of a past, completed action.  The past, completed action was learning doctrine until these positive believers came to the point of understanding and recognizing their assignment, commission, or anointing from God.

The active voice indicates that all believers who are positive to doctrine come to the point of knowing, understanding, and recognizing that they have been appointed and commissioned by Jesus Christ for the purpose of executing a special assignment during their spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality of these believers’ understanding and recognition of their anointing.

Finally, we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective PAS, meaning “all.”  Combined with the second person plural subject contained within the verb OIDA, it means “all of you” as the subject of this clause.  Unfortunately the King James Version used inferior manuscripts and read this as the accusative plural direct object PANTA rather than the nominative plural subject PANTES (see A.T. Robertson, Word Pictures in the NT).  English demands the insertion of an object to complete the thought, such as “[it].”  You all know it.
“and all of you know [it].”
1 John 2:20 corrected translation
“And yet, you have the appointment from the Holy One, and all of you know [it].”
Explanation:
1.  “And yet [in spite of believers defecting to the cosmic system], you have the appointment [commission] from the Holy One [Jesus Christ],”

a.  In contrast to those who have left the local church, rejected the spiritual life of the Church Age, gone negative to the teachings of the apostles and pastors of their local churches, and are living in Satan’s cosmic system, John now turns his attention back to the positive believers that remain.

b.  John reminds them of something they have already learned and know quite well.  All Church Age believers have “the anointing” from the Holy One.

c.  Jesus Christ is called “the Holy One of Israel” about forty times in the Old Testament.  However, in the Church Age the focus and emphasis is no longer on Israel, but the Church.  Therefore, John correctly uses one of the new Church Age titles for our Lord—the Holy One.  He is no longer just the Holy One of Israel, but is now the Holy One, encompassing both Jew and Gentile into one body in Himself.


d.  Jesus Christ “anointed” every believer of the Church Age.  Therefore, we must understand the significance and importance of our “anointing.”

e.  The background of anointing is explained in Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words. “To put oil on the head or body was a general custom in the east (Ruth 3:3). To cease anointing was a sign of mourning (2 Sam 14:2; Dan 10:3). It was a token of respect to a guest, the omission of which was a failure in the matter of hospitality (Lk 7:46). Metaphorically, to be anointed with oil expressed spiritual joy and refreshment (Ps 23:5; 45:7; 92:10; Isa 61:3).  The sacred use of oil was for anointing things or persons in consecrating them to God, as when Jacob anointed the pillar which he had used as a stone for resting his head (Gen 28:18).  Anointing was a symbol of the qualifications divinely imparted in the consecration of persons for the discharge of their office, whether prophets (1 Kg 19: 16); priests (Lev 4:3, first, priests in general, subsequently only the high priest), or kings (1 Sam 10:1). The priest and the king (or civil ruler) are associated as “the two sons of oil” (KJV “anointed ones”) in Zech 4:14. David was anointed three times in connection with his kingship, first, prospectively, 1 Sam 16:13; then as king over Judah, 2 Sam 2:4; then over all Israel, 5:3. “The Lord’s anointed” was the phrase used to designate the king chosen by God (1 Sam 12:3; Lam 4:20). Christ is twice so designated, as the Messiah (Ps 2:2; Dan 9:25, 26; R.V. “the anointed one”). Christ combines all three offices [Prophet, Priest, King] in His own Person.”


f.  The concept of “anointing” is not used literally here by John.  There is no pouring of oil on the head of believers.

g.  Anointing refers to our Lord Jesus Christ doing several things for us, which are all a part of anointing.



(1)  Our Lord appointed us as a kingdom of priests.




(a)  Rev 1:6, “and He has made us to be a kingdom, priests to His God and Father to Him be the glory and the dominion forever and ever. Amen.”



(b)  Rev 5:10, “You have made them to be a kingdom and priests to our God; and they will reign upon the earth.”



(c)  Rev 20:6, “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”


(2)  Our Lord has appointed the royal family as kings to rule with Him.



(a)  This can be seen in His title “King of kings and Lord of lords.”



(b)  2 Tim 2:12, “If we endure, we will also reign with Him; if we deny Him, He also will deny us [the opportunity to rule with Him].”



(c)  Rev 20:6, “Blessed and holy is the one who has a part in the first resurrection; over these the second death has no power, but they will be priests of God and of Christ and will reign with Him for a thousand years.”


(3)  Some members of the royal family are appointed as prophets or communicators of God’s Word, 1 Cor 12:28, “And God has appointed in the church, first apostles, second prophets, third teachers, then miracles, then gifts of healings, helps, administrations, various kinds of tongues.”

h.  Our Lord gives us a divine commission or appointment as Church Age believers.  We have a specific mission during our life on earth after salvation.


(1)  We are appointed to represent Jesus Christ as His ambassadors.



(2)  We are appointed to testify against Satan in his appeal trial.


(3)  We are appointed to glorify God in all we think, say, and do.



(4)  We are appointed to live the unique spiritual life God has designed for us.



(5)  We are appointed to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ with the result that we have reciprocal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.


i.  Along with this divine appointment or commission comes the power to execute our office or fulfill our commission.  The power is given in two mutually supporting systems: the influence and empowerment of God the Holy Spirit, and the power of the word of God in our soul.  We have two power options given to us to fulfill the divine appointment or commission.


j.  Just as an officer in the military is commissioned for the service of his country to obey the orders of those appointed over him, so also we are commissioned to obey the orders of our Lord Jesus Christ.  We are here to serve Him and not ourselves.  This is part of our anointing.  Whenever a prophet, priest, or king was anointed by the God of Israel, they were commissioned to perform a specific service for God and given the power and ability to perform that service.  The Church Age believer is no different.  We are commissioned or appointed by God for specific service in the Church and given the power to fulfill that commission.

k.  All of us have the appointment of a specific spiritual gift by which we fulfill our commission or appointment within the royal family.  Paul understood this and mentioned it several times.



(1)  Phil 1:16, “the latter do it out of love, knowing that I am appointed [KEIMAI] for the defense of the gospel.”


(2)  1 Tim 2:7, “For this I was appointed [TITHĒMI] a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.”


(3)  2 Tim 1:11, “for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.”

l.  This appointment or commission was first mentioned by our Lord in Jn 15:16, “You did not choose Me but I chose you, and appointed [TITHĒMI] you that you would go and bear fruit, and that your fruit would remain, so that whatever you ask of the Father in My name He may give to you.”

m.  Along with the commission and appointment to live and execute the spiritual life of the Church Age, and thereby represent and glorify our Lord, we are also given the empowerment of the Holy Spirit to fulfill this commission.

n.  Therefore, we have been appointed or commissioned by our Lord Jesus Christ and empowered by God the Holy Spirit to fulfill God the Father’s plan, will, and purposes during the Church Age as His representatives.  We have been given the power and authority to execute our divine mission to do the will of God as He has assigned to each of us our own individual responsibilities and tasks.

o.  There were those believers in the churches to which John ministered that had completely rejected their appointment and commission.  Therefore, John contrasts these believers with those who have not, and in the process reminds them of the importance of what they are doing.
2.  “and all of you know [it].”

a.  John concludes his comment with a simple reminder to these positive believers that they already have learned, understood, and recognize their commission from the Lord.

b.  They have learned about this in the past from the teachings and example of Paul, Timothy, and others.  They have also learned this and been constantly reminded of it by the teachings of John.


c.  This is not a new doctrine or something they have never heard or been taught before, but something which was foundational in their spiritual understanding.

d.  These believers learned early on that they were believer-priests, that they represented Jesus Christ to a lost and dying world, that they were ambassadors for Christ, and that they had special spiritual gifts to support their local church.


e.  They have known and recognized for a long time that they had the filling or empowering of the Holy Spirit and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit to empower them to do what God wanted.


f.  They have known and recognized since the beginning of their spiritual life that God had a plan, will, and purpose for their life, and that it centered around their personal love for God and unconditional love of others.


g.  They have all known and recognized the importance of their appointment and commission as priests and ambassadors for Christ with special spiritual gifts and extraordinary power to fulfill these commissions.
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