1 John 2:2



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “He” and referring to “Jesus Christ, the Righteous” mentioned at the end of the previous verse.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun HILASMOS, which means “propitiation, expiation, atonement; In Greco-Roman literature it refers to that which serves as an instrument for regaining the goodwill of a deity; a ‘means of propitiation or expiation, gift to procure expiation’.”
  The placement of the predicate nominative in front of the verb EIMI=“is” emphasizes the definiteness of the HILASMOS.  This is not just any propitiation or expiation, but the propitiation; that is, the one and only propitiation that could be made for our sins.  “Anarthrous pre-verbal predicate nominatives usually fall within the qualitative-definite range, while anarthrous post-verbal predicate nominatives usually fall within the qualitative-indefinite range. The presumption, therefore, when one faces an anarthrous pre-verbal predicate nominative is that it will be qualitative unless there are contextual or other considerations suggesting that it is definite.  Cf. also Jn 3:29; 10:2; 11:51; 1 Jn 2:2.”
  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic and gnomic present for an axiomatic fact that will always be true.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of being the propitiation as a substitute for our sins.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the feminine plural article and noun HAMARTIA with the possessive genitive first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “on behalf of or for our sins.”  “With certain verbs and nouns such as ‘ask’, ‘pray’, ‘prayer’, etc., PERI introduces the person or thing in whose interest the petition is made.  Thus it takes the place of HUPER (the German für) for.”
  One of the many meaning of the English preposition ‘for’ as defined in Webster’s Third New International Dictionary, 1981, page 886, is “in place of; in exchange as the equivalent of; in behalf of; in support of or in defense of.”  This indicates that the English word ‘for’ carries the idea of substitution.
“In fact He is the propitiation for our sins,”
- is the absolute negative OU, meaning “not” followed by the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the first person feminine plural article and adjective HĒMETEROS, which means “for ours.”  Then we have the postpositive additive use of the conjunction DE, meaning “and.”  This is followed by the adverb of degree MONOS, meaning “only.”
“and not for ours only,”
- is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” and indicates that we have a strong contrast with the word “ours.”  ‘Ours’ refers to believers; ‘theirs’ refers to unbelievers.  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the preposition PERI plus the genitive of advantage from the masculine singular adjective HOLOS, meaning “for whole, entire” and the article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world” and referring to the world of mankind or all unbelievers.
“but also for the entire world.”
1 John 2:2 corrected translation
“In fact He is the propitiation for our sins, and not for ours only, but also for the entire world.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact He is the propitiation for our sins,”

a.  John continues with another important fact in addition to the fact that Jesus Christ, the Righteous is our mediator.  He is also the propitiation for our sins.

b.  This means that Jesus Christ offered the only acceptable sacrifice for sins to God the Father—Himself.

c.  He was perfectly qualified as a sin offering because He had no genetically formed sin nature (His male genetic material was provided by God the Holy Spirit—the virgin conception), and therefore, no imputation of Adam’s original sin producing spiritual death, and finally He committed no personal sin during His life.


d.  Propitiation or expiation means the satisfaction of justice by someone receiving the punishment or paying the price for doing wrong.


e.  Our Lord paid the price for our personal sins.  That price was the judgment of those sins in His person on the Cross.  God the Father imputed our sins to Christ and then judged them.


f.  Jesus Christ took our place on the Cross and received the eternal judgment for sins that rightfully belonged to us.


g.  He did this because of His perfect and total love for all those whom He had created.


h.  Our Lord received the judgment for our sins as a substitute for us.  He did it in our place; that is, instead of us.


i.  When we commit a personal sin, we are not judged and punished by the justice of God the Father for that sin, because our Lord has already received that punishment for us.


j.  Instead we are punished by God for ignoring and rejecting our Lord’s love for us and continuing to do what we want instead of what He wants.


k.  However, we are graciously given an instant recovery procedure to judge ourselves, so that God does not have to punish us, but can bless us through suffering.


l.  All of this has been provided for us because our Lord Jesus Christ satisfied the justice of God the Father on the Cross.

m.  Three key Scriptures on propitiation are:



(1)  Rom 3:25, “Whom [Christ Jesus] God [the Father] publicly displayed as the means of expiation through faith in His blood [spiritual death on the cross] for the demonstration [proof] of His righteousness because of the passing over of previously committed sins.”


(2)  Heb 2:17, “Therefore, He had to be made like His brethren in all things, so that He might become a merciful and faithful high priest in things pertaining to God, to make propitiation for the sins of the people.”


(3)  1 Jn 4:10, “In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.”
2.  “and not for ours only,”

a.  John continues with another important doctrine of the word of God that was being distorted by the false teachers of his day.

b.  Jesus Christ did not just go to the Cross, receive the imputation of the personal sins of believers only, and be judged for them.

c.  Being judged for personal sins removes personal sin as a barrier between God and mankind.


d.  That barrier had to be removed not only for believers, but for every member of the human race.


e.  God the Father had to be able to deal with those whom Jesus Christ had created without personal sin keeping Him from having contact with man.


f.  It was necessary for Jesus Christ to agree to bear the sins of every man, so that God the Holy Spirit could have contact with every man in making the gospel understandable to all men.


g.  Without propitiation for the sins of the believer, God the Holy Spirit could never present the gospel to a believer, for God can have nothing to do with sinful man.


h.  The same principle had to be true for the unbeliever.  Our Lord had to pay the price for the sins of the unbeliever as well, so that God the Holy Spirit could come in contact with sinful mankind to present the gospel of eternal salvation to him.

i.  Jesus Christ is not the God of believers only, but the God all of mankind, since He is the creator of all mankind.


j.  Unbelievers may not recognize the deity of Christ or believe in Him, but He is still their God and will be their Judge at the Last Judgment.


k.  Jesus Christ cannot legitimately be the judge of all unbelievers at the Last Judgment unless He has received the judgment of personal sins for the entire human race.

3.  “but also for the entire world.”

a.  John continues with the definitive, clear, true doctrine of propitiation.  Jesus Christ was the propitiation or expiatory sacrifice for the personal sins of the entire world.

b.  This does not mean ‘the entire world of believers’, which is the false doctrine of Satan and his false teachers, but refers to every human being that will ever live.

c.  This same concept is mentioned by John in:


(1)  Jn 4:42, “and they were saying to the woman, ‘It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, for we have heard for ourselves and know that this One is indeed the Savior of the world.’”


(2)  1 Jn 4:14, “We have seen and testify that the Father has sent the Son to be the Savior of the world.”

d.  If Jesus Christ only died spiritually on the Cross for the sins of believers, then He cannot receive the title ‘Savior of the World’, but is only the savior of believers.  However, the Scripture clearly gives Him the exalted title ‘Savior of the World’.


e.  Those who deny the true doctrine of unlimited atonement in effect attempt to strip our Lord of this exalted title, which is tantamount to blasphemy against the wonderful love of God.


f.  This verse is the greatest verse in Scripture on the doctrine of unlimited atonement.  Therefore, we must understand this doctrine in all its details.
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