1 John 2:18



- is the vocative from the neuter plural noun PAIDION, which means “one who is open to instruction, child, 1 Cor 14:20; with reference to their attitude toward the truth Mt 18:3; one who is treasured in the way a parent treasures a child, used of the children of God Heb 2:13f; as a form of familiar address on the part of a respected person, who feels himself on terms of fatherly intimacy with those whom he addresses 1 Jn 2:18; used by the risen Christ in addressing his disciples Jn 21:5.”
  Thus this refers to believers who characterized as eager to learn like first graders starting out school; they are positive to the teaching of the word of God.  This is definitely a term of endearment.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective ESCHATOS and the noun HWRA, which means “the last time.”  The word HWRA can mean both “time” and “hour.”  The translation “time” is better here, because the subject is the entire dispensation of the Church Age and not just the final few days of the Church Age or human history.  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of present fact without any reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Church Age produces the action of being the last dispensation prior to the millennial reign of Christ.  The Tribulation, which follows the end of the Church Age, is the final seven years of the dispensation of Israel, which God still owes to the Jews according to the promise given to Daniel by God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“Children, it is the last time,”
- is the continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  This is followed by the comparative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “just as.”  Then we have the second person plural aorist active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety, but emphasizes the completed results.  It is translated with the English past perfect “you have heard.”

The active voice indicates that these positive believers have produced the action of having heard and learned about the future events of human history.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which is used after verbs of perception and speaking to indicate that the content of that activity.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANTICHRISTOS, which is transliterated as “antichrist” but means “the one who is against Christ” or “the opponent of Christ.”  This is followed by the third person singular present deponent middle/passive indicative from the verb ERCHOMAI, which means “to come; to appear.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for confident assertions about what is going to take place in the future.  The even, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.

The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning—the antichrist (Satan, indwelling the man of sin) will produce the action of coming visibly into human history and ruling on the earth for seven years during the great Tribulation or Daniel’s seventieth week.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of fact.

“and just as you have heard that antichrist will come,”
- is the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the adverb of time NUN, meaning “now” and referring to the Church Age.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural noun ANTICHRISTOS, which is used as a technical terms for any believer living and functioning in Satan’s cosmic system and is transliterated “antichrists.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine plural adjective POLUS, meaning “many.”  This is followed by the third person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINOMAI, which means “to become; to come into being; to be, to be present at a given time, be there Mk 1:4; Jn 1:6, hence to exist Rom 11:5; 1 Jn 2:18; Lk 1:5; 2 Pet 2:1; Rev 16:18.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.  The present state of is the existence of cosmic Christians who live in Satan’s cosmic system during the Church Age.  The past action was their negative volition to the teaching of God’s Word, which led to this condition.


The active voice indicates that these reversionistic believers produce the action of existing during the Church Age.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“even now many antichrists exist;”
- is the Homeric adverb of place HOTHEN, used as a “marker of the basis for an action or procedure, meaning: for which reason; at the beginning of a clause therefore, hence Mt 14:7; Acts 26:19; Heb 2:17; 3:1; 7:25; 8:3; 9:18; 11:19.”
  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to arrive at a knowledge of something: to know, to come to know.”

The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present reality of something which came into being in the past.  The knowledge of the antichrist and his system being at work now in the Church Age is something that positive believers learned in the past and now know as a fact.  This present knowledge is being emphasized.

The active voice indicates that positive believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, which means “that” and is used after verbs of perception or cognition to indicate the content of that activity.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective ESCHATOS and the noun HWRA, which means “the last time.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “it is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of present fact without any reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that the Church Age produces the action of being the last dispensation prior to the millennial reign of Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
“therefore we have come to know that it is the last time.”
1 John 2:18 corrected translation
“Children, it is the last time, and just as you have heard that antichrist will come, even now many antichrists exist; therefore we have come to know that it is the last time.”
Explanation:
1.  “Children [positive believers], it is the last time,”

a.  John continues with a warning to those in his congregations who are positive to doctrine.  John addresses these positive believers as ‘little children’, which is a term of endearment that emphasizes their eagerness and willingness to learn the word of God.  John likens these positive believers to young children just starting out in school, who are eager to learn and believe everything you teach them.  They cannot wait to learn more and are delighted with everything you teach them.  They are positive learning sponges—they soak up everything and retain it.

b.  The warning that John gives to us concerns our dispensation of human history.

c.  We are in the Church Age, the last dispensation of human history prior to the seven year Tribulation, which culminates with the second advent of Christ.


d.  The Age of the Gentiles began with Adam and continues until Abraham.  The Age of the Jew began with Abraham and continues until the end of the Tribulation.


e.  The Church Age was intercalated or inserted by God into human history to interrupt the Age of the Jews, because of the Jewish rejection of the Messiah.  God stopped human history and inserted a new dispensation into the end of the Jewish Age in order to call out a royal family for the Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  The Jews rejected Christ and His work on the Cross.  But His victory on the Cross demanded the reward of a group of people who would believe wholeheartedly in that victory and share in His victory.  That group is the Church.


g.  Therefore, God stopped the Jewish Age temporarily for the creation, continuation, and completion of the Church Age.  As soon as the Church Age is over, the Church is removed from this earth as the bride of Christ and royal family of Christ, and the Jewish dispensation or period of human history completes itself during the seven years of the Tribulation.


h.  God promised Daniel (through the angel Gabriel) that they would have 70 more “weeks” of human history, each day of the week equaling one year of human history.  Sixty-nine of those weeks were completed prior to the death of our Lord Jesus Christ and His resurrection from the dead.  The seventieth week is the seven years of the Tribulation.  The Church Age is inserted into human history between the 69th and 70th weeks.


i.   The prophesy is given in Dan 9:24-27.

Dan 9:24, “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your people and your holy city, to finish [bring to an end] the transgression [Jewish negative volition], to make an end of sin [personal sins being judged on the Cross], to make atonement for iniquity [the work of Christ on the Cross], to bring in everlasting righteousness [the millennial kingdom], to seal up vision and prophecy [fulfillment of the unconditional covenants] and to anoint the most holy place [the cleansing of the statue of the abomination of desolation—the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire (the king of the West)—from the Temple in Jerusalem at the beginning of Christ’s reign].”
Dan 9:25, “So you are to know and discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and rebuild Jerusalem [the decree of Artaxerxes (king of Persia) in 445 BC] until Messiah the Prince there will be seven weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza and moat, even in times of distress.”
Dan 9:26, “Then after the sixty-two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing; and the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to the end there will be war; desolations are determined.

Dan 9:27, “And he will make a firm covenant with the many for one week, but in the middle of the week he will put a stop to sacrifice and grain offering; and on the wing of abominations will come one who makes desolate, even until a complete destruction, one that is decreed, is poured out on the one who makes desolate.”


(1)  The total period of time is 490 years (70 weeks of 7 days each).



(2)  The decree of Artaxerxes Longimanus (king of Persia, 465-425 B.C.) was given in the twentieth year of his reign (445 B.C.) to the Jews.



(3)  It was exactly 483 (360 day) years (or sixty-nine weeks) from the time that Jesus Christ rode into Jerusalem and was hailed by some as the promised Son of David, but was ridiculed by others, which we call Palm Sunday.  “Sir Robert Anderson has made a detailed study of a possible chronology for this period beginning with the well-established date of 445 B.C. when Nehemiah’s decree (Neh 2:1-8) was issued and culminated in 32 A.D. on the very day of Christ’s triumphal entry into Jerusalem shortly before His crucifixion.  Sir Robert Anderson specifies that the seventy sevens began on the first Nisan, March 14, 445 B.C. and ended on April 6, A.D. 32, the tenth Nisan.  The complicated computation is based upon prophetic years of 360 days totaling 173,880 days.  This would be exactly 483 years according to biblical chronology.  …The use of the 360-day year is confirmed by the forty-two months of the great tribulation (Rev 11:2; 13:5) being equated with 1260 days (Rev 12:6; 11:3).”



(4)  The crucifixion of Christ was the beginning of the interruption of the prophecy and left one week or seven years.



(5)  Therefore, the Church Age is intercalated between the sixty-ninth and seventieth weeks.  During this time Israel is set aside as a missionary agency.



(6)  Dan 9:26 demonstrates the silence of the Old Testament prophets regarding the ‘mystery age,’ that is, the Church Age, Eph 3:3.  The age of the Church was always by-passed by the Old Testament prophets.  They knew nothing about the Church Age.

j.  Therefore, John establishes a warning for positive believers that this is the last period of human history before the millennial reign of Christ in which believers will be totally free to live the spiritual life which God has provided for them apart from the cosmic system of Satan.


k.  The cosmic system of Satan will not exist during the millennial reign of Christ with the incarceration of Satan and his fallen angels.  During the great tribulation conditions on the earth will be so difficult, so terrible, and so evil that believers will be persecuted to the point of death for simply believing in Christ.  Satan will virtually make it a crime to be a Christian, and will seek to find and kill every believer he can.  Believers will be literally fighting for their lives rather than living in Satan’s current cosmic system.
2.  “and just as you have heard that antichrist will come,”

a.  John continues with a qualifying comparison before he makes his point in the next clause.  John compares what these positive believers have been taught before with what he is now going to teach them related to Satan.

b.  In the past John and others have taught these believers about the person and work of Satan and what God has revealed about Satan’s future plans and objectives.

c.  It is interesting to note that even though Satan knows that God knows exactly what he is going to do in the future and even tells about it beforehand, Satan still does what he wants to do.

 
d.  Just as God’s prior knowledge about our sins does not stop us from doing what we want, so the same is true with Satan.


e.  Nothing stops the sin nature from doing what it wants or going after what it desires except personal volition.


f.  These believers have heard in the past that Satan will come because they have been consistently and repeatedly been taught these things.  Repetition has produced learning and inculcation.


g.  The coming of antichrist is explained by John in detail again in the future in Rev 12:18-13:10.

Rev 12:18, “Then he [12:9, “the great dragon, the ancient serpent who is called the devil and Satan,”] took his stand on the sand of the sea.”
13:1, “Then I saw the beast-dictator [monster] who had ascended from the sea [nations, and he had ten horns and seven heads, this means on his head were ten crowns [political empire of first half of Tribulation], but over his head the name [of] “blasphemy”.  [Ecumenical religion - Satan’s last attack.]”
13:2, “Furthermore, the beast - dictator [of revived Roman Empire] which I saw was like a leopard [rapid conquest], also his feet were like those of a bear [Persian pro-Semitic attitude], and his mouth was like the mouth of a lion [Chaldean anti-Semitic policy].  And the dragon [Satan] gave to him his power and his throne and great authority [both political and religious].”
13:3, “Then I saw one of his heads [historical Roman Empire] as if it had been wounded to the point of death [476 A.D.], nevertheless his mortal wound was healed.  [Revival of Roman Empire in Tribulation]  And the entire world was amazed [carried away by total admiration] and followed after the beast.”
13:4, “Furthermore, they worshipped the dragon, because he gave absolute power to the beast - dictator; they also worshipped the beast-dictator, and they thought, ‘Who is like the beast, and who is able to fight against him?’”
13:5, “Furthermore, there was given to him a mouth [an eloquence] speaking arrogant doctrines and blasphemies, also there was given to him authority to function forty-two months.”
13:6, “And he opened his mouth in blasphemies against God, to slander His Person and His tabernacle, and those [true Israel - Jewish believers] who tabernacle in heaven.”
13:7, “Furthermore, power was given to him to make war with the saints and to overcome them; and authority was given to him over every tribe [Jews] and people [citizens of revived Roman Empire] and language [foreigners outside revived Roman Empire] and nation [Gentile nations influenced by ecumenical religion].”
13:8, “In fact, all [Jewish unbelievers of last half of Tribulation] who live in the land [Jewish nation] will worship him [dictator of revived Roman Empire], everyone whose name has not been written in the Book of Life belonging to the Lamb [Jesus Christ] Who has been slain from the foundation of the world.”
13:9, “If anyone has an ear, let him hear.”
13:10, “If anyone [those who use unlawful violence] leads others into captivity, he will go into captivity.  If anyone shall kill with the sword, he must be killed with the sword [capital punishment].  In these circumstances a personal sense of destiny is the fortitude and the doctrine belonging to the saints.”

h.  These believers had already heard from Paul and his letter to the Thessalonians that the antichrist would come, 2 Thes 2:3-10, “Do not let anyone deceive you in any way, because unless the rebellion has come first and the man of lawlessness, the son of destruction has been revealed, the enemy and self-exalted one over every so-called god or object of worship, so that he sits in the temple of God, proclaiming himself to be God.  Do you not know that while I was still with you I kept on telling these things to you?  However, now you know the One who restrains [God the Holy Spirit] in order that he [the man of sin, the Antichrist] might be revealed in his own time.  For this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.  [But it is] only [a mystery] until the One who now restrains is removed from the midst, and then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the Lord Jesus will kill with the breath of His mouth and destroy by the appearance of His coming, whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.”
3.  “even now [Church Age] many antichrists [cosmic Christians] exist;”

a.  John now makes his point—there are many Christians that live during the Church Age, who live in Satan’s cosmic system.

b.  This has been one of John’s main thought lines in this section of his letter.


(1)  1 Jn 2:9-11, “The one who maintains that he is in the light [living the spiritual life] and hates his fellow-believer is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] until now.  The one who [unconditionally] loves his fellow-believer continues to live in the light [the spiritual life of the Church Age] and there is nothing in him that causes offense and others to stumble.  But the one who hates his fellow-believer is in darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] and he walks in darkness [function in the cosmic system], and he does not know where he is going, because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”


(2)  1 Jn 2:15-17, “Stop loving the world [cosmic system] or the things in the world [cosmic system.]  If anyone keeps loving the world [cosmic system], the love for the Father is not in him.  Because all that [is] in the world [Satan’s cosmic system], the lust of the flesh [sin nature], the lust of the eyes [mentality of the soul], the pride in one’s possessions is not from the Father but is from the [world] cosmic system.  In fact, the world [cosmic system] and its lusts will pass away, but anyone who does the will of God continues to remain [exist, live] forever.”

c.  The one antichrist is Satan, who is manifest in the indwelling of the man of sin during the Tribulation as the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire.


d.  The many antichrists are all those who follow Satan in his rebellion against God, whether unbelievers or believers who have rejected the word of God, and therefore, are in opposition to God, even though they still have eternal salvation.


e.  John’s point is that there were many men who had believed in Christ, received eternal salvation, and have now turned away from Christ and are living in the darkness of the cosmic system.  These believers can never lose their salvation for doing this, but they will lose out on having the greatest love that can exist in a human being on earth—personal love for God.


f.  John is explaining here what Paul meant when he wrote “this mystery of lawlessness is already at work.”

g.  The mystery of lawlessness is the cosmic system of Satan, which he has designed for believers to function in during the Church Age as opposed to functioning in God’s system of light—Bible doctrine in the soul and the influence of the Holy Spirit; that is, the two power options of the spiritual life.


h.  Our spiritual life is the operational sphere of divine power given to us at salvation.  This power has two components that work in conjunction with each other to execute God’s will.  These two power components are the influence of the Holy Spirit and the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit along with a completed canon of Scripture; that is, Bible doctrine in our soul.


i.  Believers during the Church Age must and will make a choice between the cosmic system or the divine system.  We will either execute the will of Satan—ignore God and do what we want, or execute the will of God—learn His Word and do what He wants.

j.  Church Age believers oppose Christ because they have no interest in learning His Word nor do they care about doing what He wants.

4.  “therefore we have come to know that it is the last time.”

a.  John comes to a conclusion, using a very old and unusual word to introduce it.  This Greek word can be translated “By this; For this reason; or Therefore.”  All three translations mean the same thing—we have a conclusion based upon what has previously been said.

b.  John’s conclusion is that positive believers have come to the point of actually understanding the significance and importance of the Church Age as the final dispensation in human history to be able to live in God’s sphere of divine power in opposition to Satan’s sphere of power.

c.  The Church Age is both unique and crucial in human history.  It is unique because we have invisible assets given to us that have never before and will never again be given to human beings on earth during human history.  It is crucial because it is the great final testimony against Satan’s system.


d.  The Church Age proves once and for all whether or not creatures will follow Satan in ignoring God and doing what they want or following our Lord in learning God’s Word and doing what He wants.


e.  We have come to known and recognize that we, the royal family, are responsible for the greatest testimony against Satan in his appeal trial, and that testimony is directly related to our attitude toward Satan’s cosmic system versus God’s divine system of power.


f.  Once the exit-resurrection of the Church occurs, Satan’s power system completely dominates human history for seven years until the Second Advent of Christ.  Believers will have their hands full just staying alive and trying to avoid satanic persecution (imagine what it was like to be a Jew under Hitler’s Germany and you have some idea of what it will be like for believers in the Tribulation).

g.  Since it is the last time in human history for the execution of the spiritual life of the Church Age, our challenge is to make the most of the opportunity God has graciously given us.
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