1 John 2:14
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- is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that John has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  This is followed by the vocative from the neuter plural noun PAIDION, which means “a very young child ‘up to seven years’; a child, normally below the age of puberty, child; very young child, infant, used of boys and girls; used of a newborn child.”
  This refers to new believers.  This is followed by the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to have come to the knowledge of, have come to know, know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which emphasizes the existing fact as a result of a past, completed process of learning and believing the gospel.


The active voice indicates that the new believer has produced the action in the past with the result that he continues to know God the Father.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun PATĒR, which means “the Father” and refers to God the Father.
“I have written you, infants [new believers], because you have come to know the Father.”
- is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that John has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the vocative from the masculine plural noun PATĒR, which means “fathers,” and refers to mature believers.  This is followed by the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because.”  Then we have the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb GINWSKW, which means “to have come to the knowledge of, have come to know, know.”

The perfect tense is an intensive perfect which emphasizes the existing fact as a result of a past, completed process of learning doctrine.


The active voice indicates that the mature believer has produced the action in the past with the result that he continues to know eternal God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article used as a relative pronoun.  We have the ellipsis of the verb EIMI used as part of an articular substantival participle, meaning “the one who [was].”  Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of separation from feminine singular noun ARCHĒ, which means “from the beginning.”
“I have written you, fathers, because you have come to know the One who [was] from the beginning.”
- is the first person singular aorist active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that John has produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

With this we have the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the vocative from the masculine plural noun NEANISKOS, which means “a relatively young man, youth, young man.”  This is a reference to believers who have learned doctrine and moved beyond being baby or new believers in Christ.  Then we have the causal use of the conjunction HOTI, which means “because” followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ISCHUROS, which means “being strong physically, mentally, or spiritually strong.”
  Then we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, which means “you are.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a present, timeless fact, without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that the young man produces the action of being strong.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I have written you, young men, because you are strong”
- is the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun LOGOS, meaning “the Word.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God” in the sense of “belonging to God” or “God’s Word.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “in you.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain, continue, abide.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a current fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that the word of God produces the action of remaining, abiding, or staying in these advancing believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a statement of fact.

Then we have the connective or continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb NIKAW, which means “to vanquish, overcome.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the results of a past, completed process.


The active voice indicates that these mature believers have produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.
Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective PONĒROS, which means “the evil one” and refers to Satan. 

“and the word of God remains in you and you have overcome the evil one.”
1 John 2:14 corrected translation
“I have written you, infants [new believers], because you have come to know the Father.  I have written you, fathers [mature believers], because you have come to know the One who [was] from the beginning.  I have written you, young men, because you are strong and the word of God remains in you and you have overcome the evil one.”
Explanation:
1.  “I have written you, infants [new believers], because you have come to know the Father.”

a.  John continues by addressing the three levels of spiritual status among Church Age believers:


(1)  New believers, called infants.



(2)  Adolescent or advancing believers, called young men or youth.



(3)  Mature believers, or fathers.


b.  This verse is a clear indication that there are stages of spiritual growth in the spiritual life.

c.  Spiritual growth is totally dependent upon our willingness to learn and apply God’s word.


d.  We grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ according to 2 Pet 3:18.



(1)  Growing in grace refers to learning and applying the doctrine we have learned.



(2)  Growing in doctrine means continual learning about our spiritual life.

e.  John begins a series of three statements by first addressing the new believers.

f.  John has taught them basic doctrine in the past, just as Paul taught the Corinthians basic doctrine according to 1 Cor 3:1-2, “But I, brethren, am not able to speak to you as spiritual, but as carnal, as infants in Christ.  I gave you milk to drink, not food; for you continued to not yet be able [to eat it].  But even now, you are still not able.”

g.  John has taught them in the past because they had become believers in the Lord Jesus Christ, and therefore, have an eternal relationship with God the Father through the Lord Jesus Christ.

h.  We first come to know God the Father through our relationship with Christ, as our Lord mentioned in Jn 14:9, “Jesus said to him, ‘Have I been so long with you, and yet you have not come to know Me, Philip?  He who has seen Me has seen the Father; how can you say, “Show us the Father”?’”

i.  The believers to whom John writes included new believers that had come to know God the Father through John’s teaching.


j.  John will not leave them without continued instruction about God and the spiritual life, and so will continue to teach doctrine through the letters he writes.
2.  “I have written you, fathers [mature believers], because you have come to know [occupation with Christ] the One who [was] from the beginning.”

a.  John now turns to the other end of the spectrum of spiritual growth—spiritual maturity.

b.  Spiritual maturity has nothing to do with age; that is, age is not an indication of spiritual maturity.

c.  Spiritual maturity is a function of the willingness to learn and obey God.  Every believer has the opportunity to learn God’s Word and grow in grace.  Many believers never even bother to learn anything about the word of God.  Some believers even seek to learn doctrine, but make little effort to apply it to their life.  Only the mature believer has the motivation and self-determination from positive volition to both learn doctrine and apply it to his or her own spiritual life.


d.  John writes to the mature believers in the various churches to which he ministers because they have come to know, recognize the importance of, and have an intimate relationship with the Lord Jesus Christ through the doctrine in their soul.


e.  The only way to have an intimate relationship or come to really know the Lord after salvation is through the word of God.  The word of God is the only means by which the Lord is revealed during the post Canon period of the Church Age, and John recognizes that that period of the Church Age is almost upon them.


f.  The One who was from the beginning of human history is the Lord Jesus Christ, the creator of the universe and the creator of human history.


g.  John essentially repeats the statement made in the previous verse, which indicates that the way to spiritual maturity is through the repetition of the teaching of doctrine.  You don’t hear something one time and reach spiritual maturity.  You must hear it over and over again until you cannot forget it.  The mature believer cannot forget ‘the One who was from the beginning’ because John has taught them in the past and is still teaching them now.

h.  The difference between spiritual infancy and spiritual maturity is the repetitious teaching of doctrine.
3.  “I have written you, young men [advancing believers], because you are strong”

a.  John continues with a statement to those in between the infant Christians and mature Christians—those who are advancing in the spiritual life.

b.  John has written to these believers in the past many times, teaching and encouraging them in doctrine.  Now he writes to them again doing exactly the same thing.

c.  Like the mature believers, the advancing believers have to be taught over and over again as a part of the process to get from spiritual infancy to spiritual maturity.


d.  Young men and women are strong, which indicates they are filled with the Spirit and have Bible doctrine circulating in their soul (the two power options of the spiritual life).


e.  Young men and women are confident and eager to do the right thing, to please the Lord, and to glorify God.


f.  They are strong because they trust in the Lord and use the spiritual problem solving devices.


g.  They are strong because they have confidence in the word of God and are more than willing to do what God wants.


h.  They are strong because the word of God is alive and powerful in their soul.

4.  “and the word of God remains in you and you have overcome the evil one.”

a.  John continues with his description of the advancing believers by indicating the single most important thing that has made them advance and made them strong—the word of God.

b.  The word of God is what makes the difference between a baby believer and a mature believer, and this verse is precisely where that principle is taught in Scripture.

c.  The word of God cannot remain in a believer until it is first implanted there through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


d.  The word of God cannot remain in a believer’s memory center without repetition of teaching.


e.  The word of God remains in the believer through the mentorship of God the Holy Spirit, helping us to recall those things which He has taught us.


f.  Because the advancing believer has listened and learned the word of God over and over again, he or she has the spiritual strength to overcome Satan and his cosmic system.


g.  The believer cannot and will not say ‘no’ to the cosmic system apart from the spiritual strength provided by God the Holy Spirit.  That spiritual strength comes in a two column advance: the influence of the Holy Spirit or fellowship with God, which is personal and reciprocal love for God plus Bible doctrine resident in the soul.


h.  Our strength for knowing what God wants is Bible doctrine.  Our strength for doing what God wants is reciprocal love for God.  Reciprocal love is the love we have for God, because He first loved us, 1 Jn 4:19.

i.  Love for God and His Word is the only power able to overcome or be victorious over the evil one.



(1)  Satan attacks our love for God through personal sin; for personal sin is our direct rejection of love for God.



(2)  When we commit sin, we are rejecting the love which God has for us.



(3)  Therefore, when we sin, we have rejected the power God has given us to overcome the evil one and his temptations.



(4)  Therefore, our ability to overcome Satan and his system is directly related to the amount of Bible doctrine in our soul producing personal love for God the Father and occupation with Christ.


j.  We cannot live the spiritual life God has provided for us without the word of God in our soul motivating our reciprocal love for God.

k.  We can never overcome Satan apart from the word of God and personal love for God.  This is why our Lord depended so heavily on the word of God in His soul and His personal love for God the Father to defeat the three temptations of Satan in the desert, Mt 4:1-11.


l.  The advancing believer has overcome the evil one because he or she has learned the spiritual problem solving devices and used them to defeat Satan in suffering and testing.
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