1 John 1:6



- is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  With this we have the first person plural aorist active subjunctive from the verb EIPON, which means “to say, speak, to tell oneself something: think.”  Both concepts of saying to ourselves or saying to someone else are true here.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers into a single whole the content of what we say to ourselves or others about our fellowship with God.


The active voice indicates that any believer can potentially produce the action.

The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating that this may or may not be happening.

This is followed by the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and indicating the content of what a believer might say or think to himself.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KOINWNIA, which means “fellowship.”  This is followed by the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ECHW, which means “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which regards the action as a present fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.

The active voice indicates that any Church Age believer can potentially produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of hypothetical fact.
Then we have the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the third masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “with Him” and referring to our Lord Jesus Christ in this context.
“If we say [to others or think to ourselves] that we have fellowship with Him”
- is the adversative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and yet” with the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter singular article and noun SKOTOS, which means “in darkness” and refers to Satan’s cosmic system.  Then we have the first person plural present active subjunctive from the verb PERIPATEW, which means “to walk.”

The present tense is a progressive present for an action that is now going on and is expected to continue in the future.  The phrases “continue” or “keep on” can be used in the translation to bring out this idea.

The active voice indicates that certain believers in perpetual carnality produce the action.

The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, indicating that this may or may not be happening.

“and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system],”
- is the first person plural present middle indicative from the verb PSEUDOMAI, which means “to lie.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is going on under the conditions previously stated.


The middle voice indicates that the believer in perpetual carnality is personally responsible for producing this action.

The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” ​followed by the negative OU and the first person plural present active indicative from the verb POIEW, which means “to do, keep, carry out, practice, or commit.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is going on under these conditions.


The active voice indicates that the believer in carnality is producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun ALĒTHEIA, which means “the truth” and refers to the spiritual life of the Church Age as described in the Truth of the New Testament canon of Scripture.
“we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”
1 John 1:6 corrected translation
“If we say [to others or think to ourselves] that we have fellowship with Him and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system], we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”
Explanation:
1.  “If we say [to others or think to ourselves] that we have fellowship with Him”

a.  John continues with a third class conditional sentence, in which he introduces a hypothetical situation, which is actually a reality.  But instead of presenting the problem of some believers within and outside of his congregation as a reality, he presents the situation as a hypothetical case.  This is done in an attempt to maintain their objectivity by trying to prevent them from taking offense at what he is about to say.

b.  There are two ways of looking at this statement.  We can either look at it as a potential statement of what a believer might say to someone else or what they might say to themselves.  It doesn’t matter which way we look at it, the principle remains the same.  Some believers will brag to others about their fellowship with Christ, when in fact they are living their spiritual life in the darkness of Satan’s cosmic system.  Other believers will be smart enough to say nothing to others, but will still lie to and deceive themselves about their true spiritual situation.

c.  We are dealing here with a believer in perpetual carnality as described by the next phrase ‘keep on walking in darkness’.  However, this carnal believer contends or alleges that they are in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  The fact that the believer is expected to be in fellowship with the Lord Jesus Christ is also taught by Paul in 1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, by means of Whom you were called for the purpose of fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”

e.  Our fellowship with Christ is dependent upon our fellowship with God the Holy Spirit.  Our fellowship with the Holy Spirit is dependent upon executing the will of God.

f.  When we do what God wants, then we are in fellowship with the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


g.  Some of the believers to whom John writes were telling themselves and/or others that they were doing the will of God, when in fact they were not.  They were living a lie and deceiving themselves.

2.  “and yet keep on walking in darkness [the cosmic system],”

a.  In contrast to saying that they were in fellowship with God, these believers behave in an entirely different manner.  They are living their spiritual life with no regard for the desires of God, as if they are still unbelievers.


b.  Walking in darkness is living one’s life under the control and authority of Satan’s system.


c.  Walking in darkness is living within the sphere of the doctrine of demons of 1 Tim 4:1.


d.  Walking in darkness is the lifestyle of Christian degeneracy and perpetual carnality.


e.  “Darkness” is common in John as a metaphor for the state of sinners:



(1)  Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”


(2)  Jn 12:35, “So Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.’”


(3)  Jn 12:46, “I have come as Light into the world, so that everyone who believes in Me will not remain in darkness.”


(4)   1 Jn 2:8-9, “On the other hand, I have written a new mandate to you, which is true doctrine in Him and in you, because the darkness [cosmic system] is passing away, and the true light [Bible doctrine] is already shining [in your soul].  When anyone contends that he is in the light [spiritual life], and hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness [cosmic system] until now.”


(5)  Jn 1:5, “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”


(6)  1 Jn 2:11, “But when anyone hates his fellow believer, he is in darkness [cosmic system] and he walks in darkness [residence and function in cosmic system], and he does not know where he is going because the darkness has blinded his eyes.”

f.  The noun SKOTOS is used metaphorically of moral and spiritual darkness:



(1)  Mt 6:23b, “If then the light that is in you is darkness, how great is the darkness!”


(2)  Lk 1:79, “To shine upon those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, To guide our feet into the way of peace.”


(3)  Lk 11:35, “Then watch out that the light in you is not darkness.”


(4)  Jn 3:19, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.”


(5)  Acts 26:18, “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.”


(6)  2 Cor 6:14, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?”


(7)  Eph 6:12, “because our warfare is not against blood and flesh but against rulers [demon general officers], against authorities [demon officer corps], against world rulers of this darkness [demon ambassadors], against the spirit forces of evil in the heavenlies [rank and file demons].”


(8)  Col 1:13, “[The Father] who has delivered us from the authority [power, domain] of darkness and transferred us into the kingdom of the Son of His love,”


(9)  1 Thes 5:4-5, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.”


(10)  1 Pet 2:9, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”

g.  The noun is used by metonymy (the use of the name of one object or concept for that of another to which it is related, or of which is a part), of those who are in moral or spiritual darkness, Eph 5:8, “For you were once in the status of darkness [spiritual death], but now you are light in the Lord.  Begin walking as children of light.”

h.  The noun is used of evil works:



(1)  Rom 13:12, “The night is far gone, and the day is approaching.  Therefore, let us lay aside the works of darkness and let us put on the armor of light.”


(2)  Eph 5:11, “also you [members of the congregation] stop participating in the useless deeds of darkness, but instead even you [pastors] expose [and expound] it [Christian degeneracy and its result].”

i.  The noun is used of the evil powers that dominate the world, Lk 22:53, “While I was with you daily in the temple, you did not lay hands on Me; but this hour and the power of darkness are yours.”

3.  “we are lying and are not practicing the truth.”

a.  This is the apodosis or conclusion of John’s conditional sentence.  If the conditions previously stated are true, then the result is that the believer is lying.


b.  The believer is lying to two very important people:  himself and God the Holy Spirit.


c.  The fact a believer can lie to the Spirit is mentioned in Acts 5:3, “But Peter said, ‘Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back some of the price of the land?’”

d.  The believer in perpetual carnality is lying to themselves about being in fellowship with God.  They are also lying to the Holy Spirit that they are in fellowship with Him.

e.  Living in Satan’s cosmic system means thinking and acting like Satan.  This means that the believer will lie to himself and lie to others.  He follows the pattern of Satan mentioned in Jn 8:44, “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father.  He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature, for he is a liar and the father of lies.”

f.  The believer in perpetual carnality is also not practicing what the truth of the word of God teaches us.


g.  The believer in perpetual carnality does not have the truth in him.  He is negative to the teaching of God’s Word, and therefore, has no doctrine in his thoughts.


h.  Since a man practices what he considers as truth in his life (even when what he considers as truth is really a lie), the carnal believer practices the ‘truths’ of the cosmic system.


i.  This is why the carnal believer is commanded to stop lying to himself, to others, and to God as per Col 3:9, “Stop lying to one another, since you stripped off the old man [old sin nature] together with his practices.”

j.  The motivation for lying against the truth is the arrogance complex of sins, Jam 3:14, “But if you keep on having bitter jealousy and selfish ambition in your heart, and you do, stop boasting and lying against the truth.”

k.  However, the believer living the spiritual life of the Church Age practices the truth of God’s Word as it has been revealed to him and believed by him, as mentioned in Jn 3:21, “But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”
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