1 John 1:5



- is the simple continuative use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “And” followed by the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the state of being as a fact without reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.


The active voice indicates that what John is about to say produces the action of being what it is.


The indicative mood is declarative for simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “this.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun AGGELIA, which means “the message, instruction.”  Then we have the appositional accusative from the feminine singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “which” and refers back to the feminine singular “message.”  With this we have the first person plural perfect active indicative from the verb AKOUW, which means “to hear: we have heard.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes a past, completed action. This can be translated by use of the English auxiliary verb “have.”

The active voice indicates that John and others produced the action of having heard something.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality and fact that these people have heard.
Then we have the preposition APO plus the ablative of source from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, which means “from Him” and refers to our Lord.

“And this is the message which we have heard from Him”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the first person plural present active indicative from the verb ANAGGELLW, which means “announce, proclaim, communicate or teach.”

The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for what began in the past and continues in the present.


The active voice indicates that John and others have and continue to produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you” referring to Church Age believers.
“and are communicating to you,”
- is the appositional use of the conjunction HOTI, which is translated “namely, that” and is in apposition to the previous proleptic use of the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS=this.  HOTI introduces the content of what was previously predicted by the demonstrative pronoun.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, which means “God” and refers to our Lord Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun PHWS, which means “light.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is gnomic or static present, which presents the action as a state or condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that God produces the action of being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“namely, that God is light”
- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “and” followed by the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun SKOTIA, which means “darkness.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as personal pronoun, meaning “in Him” and referring to Jesus Christ.  This is followed by the absolute negative OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there is.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic, which presents the action as a state or condition which perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Jesus Christ produces the action of not being something.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Finally, we have the predicate nominative from the feminine singular adjective OUDEIS, meaning literally “not even one” and can be translated “not any” and is used to intensify the negative idea.
“and there is absolutely not any darkness in Him.”
1 John 1:5 corrected translation
“And this is the message which we have heard from Him and are communicating to you, namely, that God is light and there is absolutely not any darkness in Him.”
Explanation:
1.  “And this is the message which we have heard from Him”

a.  In the previous statement John said “we write these things.”  John continues with one of the most important things he learned from the human life of our Lord.

b.  What John and others heard from our Lord Jesus Christ during His incarnation is the message he has taught all his life and is teaching again now.

c.  Jesus Christ personally taught this to John during His life on earth and John has been teaching the same message throughout his ministry.


d.  This message was taught by our Lord and mentioned by John in his gospel: Jn 3:19-21; Jn 8:12; Jn 9:5; Jn 12:35-36.

2.  “and are communicating to you,”

a.  John adds that he has previously taught this doctrine to his congregation.

b.  This appears to indicate that John wrote the gospel prior to this epistle.

c.  However, regardless of which of the two works were written first, the point is that John taught this information, which is contained within the gospel, to the believers in the churches of Asia.


d.  John communicated this message both verbally and in writing.  The written portion is declared at the beginning of his gospel, Jn 1:4-9, “In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.  The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.   There came a man sent from God, whose name was John.  He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  He was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.  There was the true Light which, coming into the world, enlightens every man.”
3.  “namely, that God is light”

a.  This is the key point of this verse.

b.  The title “God” used here refers to the Lord Jesus Christ.

c.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the light of the world.  The world is Satan’s kingdom and is a kingdom of darkness.  It is called the cosmic system from the Greek word “KOSMOS.”

d.  Jesus Christ came into Satan’s cosmic system to bring the message of God, the life of God (eternal life), and the spiritual life of God.  All three of these things compose “the light.”  This is understood by comparing John’s writings concerning the light and statements by our Lord Himself.  The title ‘the Light’ is used throughout John’s gospel referring to Jesus Christ in hypostatic union during His incarnation.



(1)  Jn 1:5, “The Light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not comprehend it.”


(2)  Jn 1:7-8, “He came as a witness, to testify about the Light, so that all might believe through him.  He [John the Baptist] was not the Light, but he came to testify about the Light.”


(3)  Jn 3:19-21, “This is the judgment, that the Light has come into the world, and men loved the darkness rather than the Light, for their deeds were evil.  For everyone who does evil hates the Light, and does not come to the Light for fear that his deeds will be exposed.  But he who practices the truth comes to the Light, so that his deeds may be manifested as having been wrought in God.”


(4)  Jn 8:12, “Then Jesus again spoke to them, saying, ‘I am the Light of the world; he who follows Me will not walk in the darkness, but will have the Light of life.’”


(5)  Jn 9:5, “While I am in the world, I am the Light of the world.”


(6)  Jn 12:35, “So Jesus said to them, ‘For a little while longer the Light is among you. Walk while you have the Light, so that darkness will not overtake you; he who walks in the darkness does not know where he goes.  While you have the Light, believe in the Light, so that you may become sons of Light.’  These things Jesus spoke; and He went away and hid Himself from them.”

e.  John will introduce a new concept of ‘the light’ in this letter.  The title of ‘light’ will be used for the prototype spiritual life of our Lord Jesus Christ in hypostatic union, which is continued in the Church Age as the operational spiritual life we have.



(1)  1 Jn 1:7, “but if we walk in the light [the spiritual life of the Church Age] as He Himself is in the light [the spiritual life of the God-man], we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”


(2)  1 Jn 2:9-10, “The one who says he is in the light [the spiritual life of the Church Age] and yet hates his brother is in the darkness [Satan’s cosmic system] until now.  The one who loves his brother abides in the light [the spiritual life] and there is no cause for stumbling in him.”

f.  ‘God is light’ refers here to the spiritual life of the Church Age.  Jesus Christ incarnate is the Light.


g.  ‘The light’ which our Lord brought to the world was a new, unique spiritual life, never before seen on earth.

h.  It was a spiritual life dependent upon the power of the Holy Spirit and the power of Bible doctrine combined into one single sphere of power for the execution of a unique spiritual life.


i.  ‘The Light’, Jesus Christ, brought ‘the light’, the spiritual life into the world, so that the world might see the light in the midst of Satan’s kingdom of darkness.


j.  Jesus Christ was the personification of the eternal spiritual life or spirituality of the Trinity.


k.  Our Lord brought to light the eternal light or spiritual life of God.


l.  The fact that God is light is also alluded to by Paul in 1 Tim 6:16, “the unique One having immortality, dwelling in unapproachable light…”
4.  “and there is absolutely not any darkness in Him.”

a.  The last phrase explains and qualifies this unique spiritual life.  The unique spiritual life is the one in which our Lord lived His entire human life here on earth in sinless perfection.

b.  There are three areas of darkness in Satan’s system: sin, human (or creature) good, and evil.

c.  Our Lord had nothing to do with any of these systems of action during His function as the Light in the system of light provided by God.  Our Lord depended instead upon the power of the Holy Spirit rather than power of sin, creature good, and evil.  Our Lord depended upon the power of the word of God rather than the power of sin, creature good, and evil.


d.  The spiritual life or light of our Lord’s human life on earth was absolutely perfect, which meant that not even one tiny bit of darkness came into His thinking, His soul, His decisions, or His actions.


e.  Had any darkness been found in Him, then He would have been disqualified by God the Father from ever going to the Cross.  However, since He was not disqualified from going and did in fact go to the Cross, it is obvious that absolutely not any darkness was found in Him.

f.  This concept is also taught by Peter in 1 Pet 2:21-24, “For you see, you were called for this reason because Christ also suffered as a substitute for you, leaving behind an example for your benefit, in order that you may follow in His footsteps, Who committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth, Who, though He kept on being abused verbally did not return verbal abuse, though suffering He kept on not threatening, but He kept on committing His cause to the One who judges righteously, Who carried our sins Himself in His body on the wood, in order that, having died with reference to our sins, we might live in the sphere of His righteousness, through Whom you were healed by His wound.”

g.  Our Lord was never once influenced by Satan’s systems of thought or behavior.  He was never influenced to do any good apart from the power of the Holy Spirit.  He was never influenced even once to commit any act of evil.  He never once claimed to do anything from His humanity apart from the power and help of God the Holy Spirit.


h.  He never had an arrogant thought or arrogant moment in His life.
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