1 John 1:4



- is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “these things” and refers to the things John is going to say in this letter and the things that have been said in all the other letters of the New Testament.  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to write.”

The present tense is a durative (or retroactive progressive) present for what began in the past and is now going on.


The active voice indicates that John produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “we” and referring to John and the other writers of New Testament Scripture.

“In fact, we write these things,”
- is the conjunction HINA, meaning “in order that” and used to introduce a purpose clause.  Then we have the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARA, which means “happiness, joy.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, which means “our.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “might be.”

The present tense is a tendential present for an action that is proposed.


The active voice indicates that the happiness of God’s communicators produces the action of potentially being something.


The subjunctive mood is a potential subjunctive, which is used with HINA to form one of the purposes of communicators of doctrine doing what they do.
Then we have the predicate nominative feminine singular perfect passive participle from the verb PLĒROW, which means “to make full; to become filled; to be filled up, to be completed, to be made complete; to bring to completion that which was already begun, complete, finish—bring (the preaching of) the gospel to completion Rom 15:19; Col 1:25; Phil 2:2; 2 Thes 1:11; passive 2 Cor 10:6; Gal 5:14; Rev 3:2.  Johannine usage speaks of joy that is made complete Jn 3:29; 15:11; 16:24; 17:13; 1 Jn 1:4; 2 Jn 12.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which is the use of the perfect tense to emphasize a finished product.

The passive voice indicates that the happiness of communicators of doctrine receives the action of being made complete or being completed.


The participle is circumstantial and used with the previous verb EIMI to form a periphrasis, in which more than one word is used to convey a verbal idea.  This construction is common to all languages.  “An anarthrous participle can be used with a verb of being (such as EIMI or HUPARCHW) to form a finite verbal idea. This participle is called periphrastic because it is a round-about way of saying what could be expressed by a single verb. This usage is common with the present participle and perfect participle, but not with other tenses.  The participle is almost always nominative case and usually follows the verb. It occurs in all the voices and tenses, though rare in the aorist.  Examples of the perfect periphrastic:

Luke 12:6, “Not one of [the sparrows] is forgotten before God.”
2 Cor 4:3, “But even if our gospel is veiled [or has become veiled]”
Eph 2:8, “For by grace you have been saved”
Cf. also Lk 14:8; 20:6; 23:15; Jn 3:27; 6:31, 45; 12:14; 16:24; 17:23; Acts 21:33; Rom 7:14; Eph 2:5; Heb 4:2; Jam 5:15; 1 Jn 1:4.”

“in order that our happiness might be completed.”
1 John 1:4 corrected translation
“In fact, we write these things, in order that our happiness might be completed.”
Explanation:
1.  “In fact, we write these things,”

a.  Having completed his introduction, John now states one of the reasons for writing the letter.

b.  There is much debate about the “we” used here.  Some scholars say it is an editorial “we” as if John is including his readers with himself in the writing of the letter.  Others think that there are other people with him helping him write the letter.

c.  John may have had other people with him when he composed this letter, but that does not mean that they participated in writing the letter.

d.  It is more likely that John has in mind all the other communicators of God’s Word that have previously written letters to the Church, such as Paul, Peter, Jude, James, Luke, Matthew, Mark, and the author(s) of Hebrews.


e.  What John says here is universally true of all these writers of Scripture.  Each of them wanted to share the happiness of God, and each of them wanted their readers to share the happiness of God.  The only way this was going to happen was by the writers writing what God wanted them to write and by the readers reading what God wanted them to learn and believe.


f.  “These things” refers to all of the information contained within the New Testament letters and gospels.

2.  “in order that our happiness might be completed.”

a.  John now states his purpose—that the happiness of the writers of God’s Word might be brought to completion, made complete, or be completed.  The thought is the same regardless of how it is translated.

b.  The happiness mentioned here is the happiness which belongs to God.  However, John refers to it as “our happiness” as if it is a happiness that belongs to him and other communicators of doctrine.  Both concepts are true.  The happiness that belongs to God is shared with the communicators of God’s Word, when they fulfill their mission of communicating God’s Word.


c.  There is no greater joy or happiness for the communicator of God’s Word than to fulfill his responsibility and duty of communicating God’s Word, whether he functions as a missionary, an evangelist, a pastor-teacher, or an apostle.


d.  The happiness of obedience to the will of God is brought to completion or made complete when God imputes His very own happiness to the mature believer.

e.  This imputation of God’s happiness to the believer is a greater grace gift only given to those believers who execute the will of God with complete confidence in God.


f.  God wants us to be happy.  God wants us to execute His will.  God wants only the highest and best for us.  And God gives us His highest and best happiness, when we faithfully and fully execute His will in humility and love for Him.


g.  Only God can make our happiness complete.  We can never complete our own happiness.  However, the believer in carnality is desperately attempting to complete his own happiness by indulging the lust pattern of his sin nature.


h.  The believer in degeneracy and perpetual carnality lives a life of trying to complete their own happiness through sin, human good, and evil.  They never succeed, and therefore, have made their unhappiness complete.

i.  We have the choice in the spiritual life to have our happiness made complete by God or by bringing to completion our own unhappiness.  Joy is brought to completion by entering the door of confidence on God’s agenda.

j.  John got this message from the upper room discourse, Jn 16:24 and Jn 15:11, “I have taught you these things, in order that My happiness might be in you, and that your happiness might be completed.”


(1)
To say that happiness “becomes completed or fulfilled” means it develops in stages.  Spiritual self-esteem is only the beginning of perfect happiness.  By advancing through suffering to spiritual autonomy, perfect happiness becomes stronger.  By advancing through spiritual testing (people testing, thought testing, disaster testing, and/or system testing) to spiritual maturity, perfect happiness reaches its peak.  When you pass evidence testing (like Abraham did when offering Isaac), then you have the perfect happiness that will exist forever and ever; in living, in dying, and in the eternal state forever.  Happiness is one of the most phenomenal of all things we receive from God.  This is the one “thing” you can take with you when you die, for perfect happiness resides in your soul, which you do take with you.


(2)  The execution of the plan of God through the use of divine power is the means of attaining perfect happiness; i.e., the omnipotence of the Father in providing our invisible spiritual assets (for example: prayer, union with Christ, the filling of the Holy Spirt and many other things), and the power of the Spirit in teaching us the word of God.
3.  Principle of God’s Perfect Happiness.

a.  God’s perfect happiness is independent happiness.  Human happiness is dependent on circumstances; perfect happiness is independent in the soul of any believer who has attained any stage of spiritual adulthood.  It begins at spiritual self-esteem, continues at spiritual autonomy, and becomes the most fantastic thing in life at spiritual maturity.


b.  Perfect happiness or divine happiness is the monopoly of the believer in spiritual adulthood.  It only belongs to those few believers who reach the three stages of spiritual adulthood.


c.  However, relatively few believers have this perfect happiness because it requires consistent epistemological rehabilitation [understanding God’s real truth; for example, that Jesus really is the Messiah] after salvation, cognition of Bible doctrine, and the advance to spiritual adulthood, especially maturity.  So it requires something that no lazy-minded person can do, and that is to concentrate on anything for very long.  Most believers can’t concentrate on doctrine long enough to learn the system.  They are easily distracted, bored, and discouraged.


d.  Perfect happiness or God’s happiness carries over into the eternal state.  Especially if you pass evidence testing, perfect happiness remains in perpetual status quo under three circumstances.



(1)  Living as a mature believer.



(2)  Dying as a mature believer.



(3)  The eternal state, where you will have a far, far greater happiness than loser believers [those who could less about the teachings of the Bible] in resurrection bodies.  The capacity of the mature believer for the most fantastic eternal rewards is built into the perfect happiness the mature believer has.  There are degrees of happiness after death.


e.  Perfect happiness, or sharing the happiness of God, can be defined as the happiness of the humanity of Christ during the Incarnation.  It is the only happiness that does not change with the weather, with someone’s moods, or with disastrous or difficult circumstances in life.


f.  With the perpetuation of the spiritual life of the Hypostatic Union into the Church Age, perfect happiness is further defined as divine happiness resident in the soul of the Church Age believer, who utilizes his/her invisible assets and divine power to attain spiritual maturity.  In spiritual maturity, perfect happiness reaches its peak; there is nothing like it in this life!


g.  When the positive believer fulfills the plan of God beginning in spiritual adulthood, he attains the ultimate in perfect happiness by utilizing two categories of divine power:



(1)  The omnipotence of God the Father related to his invisible spiritual assets.



(2)  The omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit related to his spiritual life.


h.  Perfect happiness results from post salvation epistemological rehabilitation (learning what real truth is) through the constant perception and application of the word of God inside the spiritual life.


i.  Perfect happiness is a perpetual happiness for every category of existence after salvation.  That’s why Paul said in Phil 1:21, “For me living [is] Christ and dying [is] profit.”  He had this perfect happiness in living and dying, and has it now in the eternal state waiting for the resurrection.


j.  The opposition from Satan and persecution by other believers in the cosmic system intensify the believer’s perfect happiness.

k.  Related Scripture.


(1)  Prov 3:13, “Happiness belongs to the person who finds wisdom, even to the person who gains understanding.”  Wisdom is metabolized doctrine being applied to your experience.  You gain perfect happiness through understanding and applying the word of God.



(2)  Ps 31:7, “I will rejoice and be happy in the provision of Your grace.”  Perfect happiness is always related to the grace policy of God.


(3)  Ps 119:1, “How happy are those whose way is complete (having integrity), who walk in the law of the Lord (the life God has provided for us).”


(4)  Ps 119:2, “How happy are those who observe His testimonies (a series of mandates from God), who seek Him with all their heart (stream of consciousness).”


(5)  Ps 146:5, “How happy is he whose help is the God of Jacob, whose confidence is in the Lord his God.”


(6)  Ps 84:12, “O Lord of the armies, how happy is the man who trusts in You!”


(7)  Ps 128:1, “How happy is everyone who respects the Lord, who walks in His ways.”


(8)  Ps 112:1, “Praise the Lord!  How happy is the man who respects the Lord, who greatly delights in His commands.”  There is no true love without respect.


(9)  Happiness and love meet in Ps 100:1-5, “Shout the shout of great happiness to the Lord, all the land (client nation).  Serve the Lord with a super abundance of happiness; come into His presence with singing.  Know that the Lord He is God; it is He who delivered us (Jesus Christ controls history), and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture (the spiritual life).  Enter into His gates (a place of worship) with thanksgiving and into His courts with praise.  Give thanks to Him; salute His person.  For the Lord is absolute good; His unfailing love is everlasting and His faithfulness to all generations.”

l.  Each of these verses is related to some facet of your spiritual life.  If you are not happy, it is because you have rejected some facet of your spiritual life.  For example, you may have rejected the integrity of the spiritual life or neglected to observe God’s commands.  The believer glorifies God to the maximum by the happiness God has given him.


m.  The greatest opportunity of the spiritual life is the doctrine of the increasing super abundance of happiness.  There are three factors related to this doctrine.



(1)  The potential for the super abundance of happiness is the same for all believers.  Those who believe in Christ have this potential.  Every Church Age believer has the same equal privilege and opportunity of executing the spiritual life, attaining spiritual maturity, and having this super abundance of happiness.  You are given everything necessary to fulfill this potential.



(2)  The heritage of the super abundance of happiness is related to the hypostatic union.  Our heritage is the fact that Jesus Christ in hypostatic union had the most fantastic spiritual life and happiness, and this spiritual life has been given to us.



(3)  The opportunity of the super abundance of happiness.  All believers live long enough to have the opportunity of growing in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ and attaining this super abundance of happiness.


n.  Satan provides all the distractions he can to keep us from our potential, heritage, and opportunity for this happiness.


o.  This great happiness develops gradually through the perception and application of doctrine and the execution of the spiritual life.


(1)  True happiness is relationship between the believer and the grace of God as manifest in the love of God.  When you put the two together you have fellowship with God.



(2)  True happiness includes the glorification of God in time of historical disaster, utilizing the tremendous principles that are learned in time of prosperity through perception and metabolization of Bible doctrine.



(3)  This is accomplished by the motivation of reciprocity, so that fellowship with God in prosperous times prepares the believer for greater happiness in his extension of fellowship with God in time of the greatest historical disaster.



(4)  Therefore, the greatest happiness in life is related to a fellowship between the believer and the Lord Jesus Christ.  God is glorified and mankind enters into the greatest happiness he will ever know under these conditions.  This happiness is intensified in time of historical disaster.  God is glorified when the believer enters into true happiness, inasmuch as true happiness is a part of the advance of the spiritual life.  In time of disaster we glorify God to the maximum as we attain this happiness.  Jam 1:2-3, “Considerate it all happiness my fellow-believers when you encounter various testings, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance (stability).”

p.  Jn 17:13, “But now I (Jesus Christ) come face-to-face with You (God the Father) and these things I am communicating in the world that they may keep on having My happiness, having been fulfilled in themselves (the execution of the spiritual life).”  You cannot lose your salvation, but you can lose God’s happiness.
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