1 Corinthians 9:1




- is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “am I” and the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective ELEUTHEROS, which means “free.”


The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for an action that began at the point of salvation and continues throughout the spiritual life.  This is also a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s spiritual life.  This is also a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the spiritual life of every Church Age believer.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of being free.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Am I not free?  (Yes, I am)”

- is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” with the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “am I” and the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun APOSTOLOS, which means “an apostle.”


The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for an action that began at the point of salvation and continues throughout the spiritual life.  This is also a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s spiritual life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the state of being an apostle.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Am I not an apostle?  (Yes, I am.)”

- is the strengthened form of the negative adverb OU, meaning “absolutely not.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular proper noun IĒSOUS, meaning “Jesus” plus the appositional accusative from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS with the first person plural personal pronoun EGW, meaning “our Lord.”  Then we have the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb HORAW, which means “to see.”


The perfect tense is consummative perfect, which places emphasis on a past, completed action.  This use approaches the meaning of the aorist tense.  This use is usually translated with the auxiliary “have/has” plus the past tense of the verb.


The active voice indicates that Paul produced the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative again.

“Have I not seen Jesus, our Lord?  (Of course, I have.)”

- is the negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun ERGON with the possessive genitive of the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “my work, production, accomplishment.  Then we have the nominative subject from the second person plural personal plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “are.”


The present tense is a durative or retroactive progressive present for an action that began at the point of salvation and continues throughout the spiritual life.  This is also a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of evangelizing the Corinthian believers.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, which means “in the Lord.”

1 Cor 9:1 corrected translation
“Am I not free?  (Yes, I am.)  Am I not an apostle?  (Yes, I am.)  Have I not seen Jesus, our Lord?  (Of course, I have.)  Are you not my production in the Lord?  (Yes, you are.)”
Explanation:
1.  Paul is still on the subject of Christian freedom and responsibility and its practical application in relationship to others.  But between the thoughts of chapters 8 and 10, which both deal with going to the pagan temples and eating food offered to idols, he also answers those who question his authority as an apostle to teach these things.  So Paul begins with four rhetorical questions, to which all the Corinthians know the answer, and in each case the answer is an emphatic “Yes.”

2.  “Am I not free?  (Yes, I am.)”

a.  Paul now goes back and picks up a thread from 1 Cor 8:9, “But take care that this freedom of choice of yours does not ever become an opportunity for those who are doctrinally weak to take offense.”


b.  He has already established the fact that there is such a thing as spiritual freedom in 1 Cor 7:22, “For the slave who was called in the Lord is the freedman of the Lord.  Likewise the free person who was called is the slave of Christ.”


c.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Rom 6:22, “But now having been set free from the sin nature’s tyranny and having become slaves to the God, you are having benefit with reference to sanctification and the end [of life on earth], eternal life.”



(2)  Rom 8:2, “For the principle of the Spirit [ministry of Holy Spirit at salvation] Who is the source of eternal life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the principle of the sin nature and the resultant spiritual death.”



(3)  Rom 8:21, “Therefore, the creation [material universe] itself also shall be set free from the slavery to the corruption into the freedom of the glory with reference to the children of God.”



(4)  1 Cor 9:19, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more.”



(5)  1 Cor 10:29, “I mean not your own conscience, but the other man’s for why is my freedom judged by another’s conscience?”



(6)  Gal 5:1, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”



(7)  Gal 5:13, “For you were called into the sphere of freedom, brethren.  Only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for the flesh, but through virtue-love serve one another.”



(8)  Heb 2:15, “and might free those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.”



(9)  1 Pet 2:16, “[Obey] as free men [spiritually], holding onto your [spiritual] freedom, that is, not as a cover for depravity [evil], but as God’s slaves.”

d.  The Corinthians knew that as a believer in Christ Paul had been set free from slavery to the sin nature, just as they had been set free.


e.  Therefore, Paul has the right to live his life as unto the Lord just as he has taught the Corinthians that they have the same right to live their lives as unto the Lord.


f.  Paul, the strong believers, and the weak believers all have spiritual freedom from God to execute the unique spiritual life of the Church Age.


g.  Therefore, the strong believers have no right to dictate to the weak believers what they should or should not do, and neither the weak or strong believers have any right to dictate to Paul what he can or cannot teach.


h.  So Paul first establishes the fact that God has given him the spiritual freedom to live his spiritual life as unto the Lord without being coerced by others and without the right to coerce others.

3.  “Am I not an apostle?  (Yes, I am.)”

a.  Having established the principle of spiritual freedom, Paul now turns to the subject of his apostolic authority.


b.  Paul was definitely an apostle of Jesus Christ, even though there were those from the Jerusalem church who questioned this and may have even convinced a few Corinthian believers to go along with them.


c.  We have seen in the first two chapters of this epistle that there was no small problem of rejection of authority in the Corinthian church because of the various factions and divisions that existed.


d.  So Paul asks a question, which is really a statement.  They knew Paul was an apostle, and anyone who answered “No” to this question would be immediately recognized by the others in the Corinthian church as being in reversionism, degeneracy, and total arrogance.


e.  The fact of Paul’s apostolic authority is seen in 1 Cor 15:7-10, “Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all, as it were to one untimely born [a bastard], He appeared to me also on the Damascus Road.  For I am the least of the apostles who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church.  By the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove empty [vain], but I labored even more than all of them [the 11]; yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”


(1)  In genuine humility, Paul wrote that he was the worst sinner who ever lived, and here that he was the least of all the apostles.  As an unbeliever, Paul caused many Christians to be murdered.  Yet he became the greatest Church Age Christian!



(2)  Paul became an apostle as a result of the sovereign decision of Jesus Christ according to Eph 4:11.  Paul was given the spiritual gift by the Holy Spirit according to 1 Cor 12:11.

4.  “Have I not seen Jesus, our Lord?  (Of course, I have.)”

a.  
One of the requirements for the spiritual gift of apostleship was that the person see the resurrected Christ.


b.    Paul saw the resurrected Christ on the Damascus Road, according to Acts 9:3-6, 22:6-11, 26:13-18.


c.  Next He appeared to Paul again in Arabia according to Gal 1:17.


d.  Then He appeared to Paul in the Temple, Acts 9:26-30, 22:17-21.


e.  Finally, He appeared to Paul in prison, Acts 23:11.


f.  So Paul saw the resurrected Christ on at least four different occasions.

5.  “Are you not my production in the Lord?  (Yes, you are.)”

a.  The final argument for Paul’s spiritual authority over the Corinthians is the fact that he was the missionary to them, the one who evangelized them.  Without his desire to spread the gospel to them, they would not yet even be believers in Christ.


b.  Not only had Paul evangelized them, but he stayed and taught them the new mystery doctrines of the Church Age for eighteen months.


c.  The Corinthians, who now reject Paul’s apostolic authority and teaching on spiritual freedom, are the same Corinthians, who have advanced in the spiritual life because of Paul’s spiritual authority and teaching.


d.  They have grown in grace because of the teaching of Paul and others like him with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher (Apollos, Timothy).  Now they think they can do whatever they want in their spiritual freedom and do not need to be under the authority of an apostle or a pastor.


e.  Their spiritual growth through the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit is proof positive that Paul had the spiritual gift of missionary, evangelist, apostle, and pastor-teacher.


f.  Paul’s simple logic is so correct that the Corinthians can do nothing but nod silently in agreement.
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