1 Corinthians 6:2




- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “Or” plus the strong objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know” and the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which introduces the content of what we are expected to know.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys a present state resulting from a past action.  The Corinthians should know right now something based on the past teaching of doctrine by Paul and others.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers should be producing this action of knowing something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Or do you not know that”
- is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and the adjective HAGIOS used as a substantive, and meaning “the saints.”  This is a reference to the royal family of God—all Church Age believers.  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, which means “the world” and refers to the world of unbelievers—all those in Satan’s cosmic system who never believe in Christ.  Finally, we have the third person plural future active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place in the future.


The active voice indicates that all Church Age believers will produce this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.  This is also a dogmatic question of fact.
“the saints will judge the world?”
- is the conjunction KAI, which is used “to introduce a result, which comes from what precedes, meaning and so.”
  With this we have the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the instrumental of agency from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “by you.”  On rare occasions the instrumental is used to express personal agency rather than impersonal means when the verb is in the passive voice, as we have here.  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to judge.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for confident assertions about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The passive voice indicates that the subject, the world, receives the action of being judged by believers.  This will occur during the millennial reign of Christ, when mature believers, who rule with Christ, will judge the world with Him for 1000 years.


The indicative mood is a declarative indicative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “the world” and referring to the world of mankind.

“And so if the world will be judged by you, and it will,”
- is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective ANAXIOS, which means “unworthy of something: are you not good enough or not competent to settle trivial cases?”
  With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “are you?”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which is a simple expression of undefined action in the present time.  It presents the action as a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that all mature believers of the Church Age will be worthy to produce the action of judging the world.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, used in questions that can be answered by providing factual information.

“Are you unworthy…?”
 - is the adverbial genitive of reference from the neuter plural noun KRITĒRION, which can be used two ways, “lawcourt, tribunal, as in the phrase drag someone into court Jam 2:6; and lawsuit, legal action.”
  This word denotes the means of judging, the place of judgment, or judgment. The sense in 1 Cor 6:2, 4 is “legal process.”
  With this we have the genitive neuter plural from the adjective ELACHISTOS, which means “smallest, least; very small, quite unimportant, insignificant, trivial.”

1 Cor 6:2 corrected translation
“Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?  And so if the world will be judged by you, and it will, are you unworthy of judging the most insignificant legal actions?”
Explanation:
1.  “Or do you not know that the saints will judge the world?”

a.  The background for this statement is found in two passages: Dan 7:2-27 and Mt 19:28.


b.  Dan 7:2-27:

Dan 7:2 Daniel said, “I was looking in my vision by night, and behold, the four winds of heaven were stirring up the great sea [the sea of nations].

Dan 7:3 And four great beasts [kingdoms] were coming up from the sea [of nations], different from one another.

Dan 7:4 The first was like a lion [the Assyrian Empire] and had the wings of an eagle. I kept looking until its wings were plucked, and it was lifted up from the ground and made to stand on two feet like a man; a human mind also was given to it.

Dan 7:5 And behold, another beast, a second one, resembling a bear [the Persian Empire].  And it was raised up on one side, and three ribs were in its mouth between its teeth; and thus they said to it, ‘Arise, devour much meat!’
Dan 7:6 After this I kept looking, and behold, another one, like a leopard [the Greek Empire under Alexander the Great], which had on its back four wings of a bird; the beast also had four heads [it split into four parts after Alexander’s death], and dominion was given to it.

Dan 7:7 After this I kept looking in the night visions, and behold, a fourth beast [the Roman Empire], dreadful and terrifying and extremely strong; and it had large iron teeth. It devoured and crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet; and it was different from all the beasts that were before it, and it had ten horns [the ten nation confederation of the Empire—Italy, Gaul, Britain, Spain, North Africa, Egypt, Syria, Greece, Asia, the Balkans and Eastern Europe].

Dan 7:8 While I was contemplating the horns [the ten nation confederation of the Roman Empire], behold, another horn, a little one [the dictator of the Revived Roman Empire], came up among them, and three of the first horns were pulled out by the roots before it; and behold, this horn possessed eyes like the eyes of a man and a mouth uttering great boasts. 

Dan 7:9 I kept looking until thrones were set up, And the Ancient of Days [God the Father] took His seat; His vesture was like white snow and the hair of His head like pure wool. His throne was ablaze with flames; its wheels were a burning fire.

Dan 7:10 A river of fire was flowing and coming out from before Him; Thousands upon thousands were attending Him, And myriads upon myriads were standing before Him; The court sat [the Supreme Court of Heaven], And the books were opened.

Dan 7:11 Then I kept looking because of the sound of the boastful words which the horn was speaking; I kept looking until the beast [the Revived Roman Empire of the Tribulation] was slain, and its body was destroyed and given to the burning fire [the baptism of fire at the end of the Tribulation].

Dan 7:12 As for the rest of the beasts, their dominion was taken away, but an extension of life was granted to them for an appointed period of time.

Dan 7:13 I kept looking in the night visions, And behold, with the clouds of heaven One like a Son of Man was coming [the Second Advent of Christ], And He came up to the Ancient of Days and was presented before Him.

Dan 7:14 And to Him [the Lord Jesus Christ] was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which will not pass away; and His kingdom [millennial rule and eternal rule of Christ] is one which will not be destroyed.

Dan 7:15 As for me, Daniel, my spirit was distressed within me, and the visions in my mind kept alarming me.

Dan 7:16 I approached one of those who were standing by and began asking him the exact meaning of all this. So he told me and made known to me the interpretation of these things:

Dan 7:17 These great beasts, which are four in number, are four kings who will arise from the earth.

Dan 7:18 But the saints of the Highest One will receive the kingdom and possess the kingdom forever, for all ages to come.’
Dan 7:19 Then I desired to know the exact meaning of the fourth beast, which was different from all the others, exceedingly dreadful, with its teeth of iron and its claws of bronze, and which devoured, crushed and trampled down the remainder with its feet,

Dan 7:20 and the meaning of the ten horns that were on its head and the other horn which came up, and before which three of them fell, namely, that horn which had eyes and a mouth uttering great boasts and which was larger in appearance than its associates.

Dan 7:21 I kept looking, and that horn was waging war with the saints [Tribulational believers] and overpowering them

Dan 7:22 until the Ancient of Days [God the Father] came and judgment was passed in favor of the saints of the Highest One [Jesus Christ], and the time arrived when the saints took possession of the kingdom.

Dan 7:23 Thus he said: ‘The fourth beast will be a fourth kingdom on the earth, which will be different from all the other kingdoms and will devour the whole earth and tread it down and crush it.

Dan 7:24 As for the ten horns, out of this kingdom ten kings will arise; and another will arise after them, and he will be different from the previous ones and will subdue three kings.

Dan 7:25 He will speak out against the Most High [Jesus Christ] and wear down the saints of the Highest One, and he will intend to make alterations in times and in law; and they will be given into his hand for a time [one year], times [two more years], and half a time [half a year] [This three and one-half year period is the last half of the seven year period of the Tribulation].

Dan 7:26 But the court will sit for judgment, and his dominion will be taken away, annihilated and destroyed forever.

Dan 7:27 Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.”

c.  Mt 19:28, “And Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I say to you, that you who have followed Me, in the regeneration when the Son of Man will sit on His glorious throne, you also shall sit upon twelve thrones, judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”

d. Based upon the writing of Daniel in the Old Testament and the gospel of Matthew, the Corinthians should have already clearly understood that they would rule the world with Christ.


e.  Therefore, the answer to Paul’s question for us is an emphatic “Yes.”  But for the Corinthian believers in carnality and reversionism it was an emphatic “No.”

f.  Not only will Church Age believers rule with Christ during His millennial reign, but there will be a hierarchy of rulership that will extend for all of eternity.  At the top of this hierarchy is the royal family of God.  At the peak of the hierarchy of the royal family will be those believers who attained maximum glorification of God, being filled up with all the fullness of Christ—PLĒRWMA status.


g.  The invisible heroes of the Church Age will rule with Christ for all of eternity.  Our Lord explained this to the disciples.



(1)  Mt 18:1-4, “At that time [see Mt 17:24, “When they came to Capernaum”] the disciples came to Jesus and said, ‘Who then is greatest in the kingdom of heaven?  And He called a child to Himself and set him before them, and said, ‘Truly I say to you, unless you are converted and become like children, you will not enter the kingdom of heaven.  Whoever then humbles himself as this child, he is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven.’”


(2)  Mk 9:33-35, “They came to Capernaum; and when He was in the house, He began to question them, ‘What were you discussing on the way?’”  Mk 9:34, “But they kept silent, for on the way they had discussed with one another which of them was the greatest.”  Mk 9:35, “Sitting down [an act of servitude to demonstrate He was the humble Servant of God the Father], He called the twelve and said to them, ‘If anyone wants to be first, he shall be last of all and servant of all.’”


(3)  Lk 22:24-30, “And there arose also a dispute among them as to which one of them was regarded to be greatest.  [This occurred at the Last Supper—the argument among the disciples was still going on.  They had not learned the lesson in Capernaum.]  25, “And He said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those who have authority over them are called 'Benefactors.’”  26, “But it is not this way with you, but the one who is the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the leader like the servant. 27, “For who is greater, the one who reclines at the table or the one who serves?  Is it not the one who reclines at the table?  But I am among you as the one who serves.  28, “You are those who have stood by Me in My trials;” 29, “and just as My Father has granted Me a kingdom, I grant you” 30, “that you may eat and drink at My table in My kingdom, and you will sit on thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel.’”
2.  “And so if the world will be judged by you, and it will,”

a.  As rulers with Christ, we will judge the world during the entire millennial reign of Christ.


b.  All those who believe in Christ during the Church Age and lived the spiritual life provided for them will have the capacity to rule with Christ.


c.  The greater the invisible hero of the Church, the greater his position of authority in rulership with Christ.


d.  If you will judge the world, what sort of person must you become in a dedicated to God lifestyle now during the Church Age.


e.  Our Lord Jesus Christ will delegate the greatest rulership and authority to those believers who have executed His will during their spiritual life and developed the greatest of personal love for Him.


f.  Tribulational martyrs will also rule with Christ, Rev 20:4, “And then I saw thrones; and they [tribulational martyrs] sat down on them; and authority to judge was given to them; that is, [I saw] the souls of those who had been decapitated because of their testimony about Jesus and because of the word of God, namely, the very ones who did not worship the beast nor his image and did not receive his mark on their forehead and on their hand.  They both came to life and ruled with Christ for a thousand years.”
3.  “are you unworthy of judging the most insignificant legal actions?”

a.  The apodosis or conclusion of Paul’s question demands a negative answer.


b.  The royal family of God has everything necessary to judge between two believers who disagree about some matter.


c.  We are qualified by the filling of the Spirit.


d.  We are qualified by our spiritual gifts.


e.  We are qualified by the wisdom of God in our souls through accurate biblical teaching.


f.  We are qualified by our personal love for God, impersonal love for mankind, and occupation with Christ.


g.  Differences among believers should be settled by the believers involved.  If they are both advancing to spiritual maturity, they will have no problem doing so.


h.  If the believers involved cannot settle the differences, then they can appeal to the leadership of the local church for arbitration.


i.  Or the believers involved can both appeal to the supreme court of heaven for divine guidance.


j.  Or the believers involved can simply leave the matter in the hands of the Lord and not be concerned about it and not let it distract them from their spiritual advance.


k.  If we have any differences with other believers, the first and most important consideration of all is that it never distracts us from our spiritual advance.


l.  Our continuing harmonious rapport with God is far more important than being right and getting the justice we so arrogantly think we are due.
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