1 Corinthians 5:13




- is the postpositive adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “but, however.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article used as a demonstrative pronoun and adverb of place EXW, meaning “those outside” referring to unbelievers or those outside of the family of God.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” plus the third person singular future active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “will judge.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place in the future.


The active voice indicates that God—here the Lord Jesus Christ—will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“But God will judge those outside.”
- is the second person plural aorist active imperative from the verb EXAIRW, which means “remove, drive out; exclude, separate, or get rid of.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The active voice indicates that the leadership of the Corinthian church is commanded to produce the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.

With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and adjective PONĒROS, which means “in the ethical sense it means: wicked, evil, bad, base, worthless, vicious, or degenerate.”
  Here the adjective is used as a substantive and refers to the reversionistic and degenerate believer inside the local church.
 - is the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “from you” with the second person masculine plural from the intensive pronoun AUTOS, meaning “yourselves.”
1 Cor 5:13 corrected translation
“But God will judge those outside.   Remove the degenerate believer from you yourselves.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul concludes this section with two points.


a.  God will judge all unbelievers.  This is the subject of the Last Judgment.


b.  The leadership of the local church is commanded to remove degenerate believers from the congregation.  In order to do this the leadership must be qualified to do so.  This deals with the concept of being above reproach themselves.

2.  The Doctrine of the Last Judgment.

A.  Definition.

1.  The Last Judgment is the alternative to salvation.  In effect, it is facing God's judgment in eternity because you would not face God's judgment in time.


2.  The Last Judgment is the expression of the integrity of God toward those who reject Christ as Savior.


3.  It is the culminating judgment of human history in which every unbeliever of the human race is judged and sentenced to the lake of fire.  They will stand before Jesus Christ who is the Supreme Court judge of heaven, Jn 5:22.


4.  This is also called the second death or the Great White Throne Judgment, Rev 20:12.

B.  There are two basic categories in the human race based on God’s justice.

1.  The believer has accepted and adjusted to divine justice in time, Jn 3:18, 36; Acts 4:12.


2.  The unbeliever must face divine judgment in eternity, since he was negative to divine justice in time.


3.  Attitude toward Christ determines classification in the human race.  Idiots, morons, babies, and those who never reach the age of accountability are automatically saved by the justice of God.

C.  In the Last Judgment, only the unbeliever is under the indictment of rejection of Christ as Savior, Jn 3:18, 16:9; Rev 20:15.  The Book of Life is the roster of believers only.  The unbeliever is not found in the Book of Life because he has not been given eternal life for faith in Christ.  He has committed the “willful sin” or “unpardonable sin” of unbelief in the person and work of the Lord Jesus Christ, Heb 10:26.

D.  No believer is involved in the Last Judgment, Rom 8:1.  “There is, therefore, no judgment to those who are in Christ Jesus.”
E.  The unbeliever has two appointments with God.

1.  Heb 9:27-28, physical death.  


2.  The second death or the Last Judgment.  This is spiritual death or separation from God forever.  Heb 9:27, “For just as it is destined for man to die once, but after that the judgment.”
F.  The second appointment of judgment is preceded by the second resurrection, Jn 5:24-29; Dan 12:2.

1.  All unbelievers are resurrected at the end of the Millennium in order that they may be judged by Christ and cast into the lake of fire.  They are resurrected from the fire of Hades to go into the eternal lake of fire.  So the Last Judgment follows the second resurrection.


2.  Dan 12:3, “And many of those who sleep in the dust of the ground will awake to eternal life [first resurrection for believers only], but others to disgrace and eternal rejection.” 

G.  The Basis of Indictment of the Unbeliever.

1.  No sin is mentioned as the basis of judgment, but rather the unbeliever's human good and his righteousness based on his good works, which God rejects as not good enough to match the perfect righteousness of God required for eternal life with God.


2.  At the Last Judgment, two books are opened.



a.  The Book of Life lists the names of believers only.  Therefore, this book is closed because all the names of unbelievers have been blotted out, and so it is not an issue at the Last Judgment.



b.  The Book of Works lists the name of every person who has rejected Christ as Savior.  All his works are listed there.  They are all added up, and they total relative righteousness.  God is perfect righteousness and cannot have fellowship with anything less.  This is the basis of judgment.


3.  So the unbeliever is judged on the basis of his works, not his sins, Rom 2:5-6; Rev 20:12-13.


4.  Jesus Christ was judged for the sins of believers and unbelievers; this is the doctrine of unlimited atonement, taught in 2 Cor 5:14,15,19; 1 Tim 2:6, 4:10; Tit 2:11; Heb 2:9; 2 Pet 2:1; 1 Jn 2:2.


5.  The unbeliever is judged because he has rejected Jesus Christ as Savior.  Jn 3:18, “He who believes in Him is not judged, but he who does not believe is judged already because he has not believed in the name of the uniquely born Son of God.”

6.  Jn 16:9 says that the convicting ministry of the Holy Spirit does not address your personal sins, but only the one sin which could not be judged on the cross.  “Concerning sin, because they do not believe in Me.”
H.  The Eternal Status of the Unbeliever.

1.  The unbeliever faces “the second death,” Rev 20:14, also called “dying in your sins,” Jn 8:21,24.


2.  The unbeliever will live forever in the lake of fire, Rev 20:14-15; Matt 25:41.


3.  The unbeliever does not have his name in the Book of Life, Rev 20:15; only in the Book of Works, Rev 20:12-13.



a.  Man's works are not adequate to live with God forever.  Only the righteousness of God is adequate.  The righteousness of God is imputed to all believers at the moment of faith in Jesus Christ.



b.  Rom 2:22, “Even the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all those who believe.”


c.  The cross separates the entire human race into believers and unbelievers.


4.  To live with God forever, you must be as good as God is (have perfect righteousness), and live as long as God does (have eternal life).  The unbeliever has neither.  Therefore, he lives forever with human life in his soul in the lake of fire in a resurrection body designed especially to suffer maximum pain.


5.  God gives the unbeliever an indestructible body and soul to suffer with forever, Rev 14:11.

3.  The Doctrine of Reproach.

A.  Greek Vocabulary Related to Reproach.

1.  There are three Greek words related to reproach.



a.  ONEIDIZW, the verb that means to reproach or to revile.



b.  ONEIDISMOS, the noun that means reproach, disgrace, insult.  This noun is used for pastors who fail by being “beyond reproach and snare of the Devil.”


c.  ANEGKLĒTOS, a noun that is used for deacons.


2.  The two nouns above mean blame, censor, disgrace, discredit, or an object of contempt.  Both pastors and deacons qualify for their functions by being above reproach or beyond reproach.



a.  1 Tim 3:7, “And he must be of good reputation with those who are outside the church so that he may not fall into reproach [ONEIDISMOS] and the snare of the Devil.”  To fall into reproach here means to be subject to discipline from the supreme court of heaven.



b.  1 Tim 3:10, “But also let those deacons first be tested; then let them serve as deacons, if they are beyond reproach [ANEGKLĒTOS].”  Again, reproach has the connotation of liability before the supreme court of heaven.  This includes being free from criminality and things whereby leadership would fail because of prejudice and other things.

B.  The Concept of Beyond Reproach.

1.  There is a bad connotation of reproach.



a.  The phrase “beyond reproach” applies to two categories of leadership in the local church--pastors and deacons.



b.  In both cases, beyond reproach indicates no criminality, no system of public disgrace which is incompatible with the Christian testimony, such as dishonorable discharge from the military, tax evasion conviction, creating the public lie, conspiracy against the government, being a traitor to your nation, drug addiction, sexual sins.



c.  Beyond reproach has another connotation related to the function of church discipline and dealing with problems among believers in the local church.




(1)  Church leadership must be free from the arrogance complex of sins:  jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, hatred, inordinate ambition, revenge motivation and function, the lust pattern of the sin nature, and vilification including creating the public lie.  This does not mean that they will fail in one of these areas, but it must not be a habitual thing that could ever influence them in functioning under the concepts of church discipline, hearing complaints, or serving on a church court.




(2)  Church leadership must also be free from the emotional complex of sins.





(a)  The hysterical category of sins includes fear, worry, anxiety, panic, shock, consternation, irrationality, and dissociation.





(b)  The anger-hatred category of sins.  No pastor or deacon can ever exercise hatred toward anyone.  Hatred makes it impossible to teach the Word of God objectively.  There must be no hatred, resentment, vindictiveness, loathing, or animosity toward those in the congregation.





(c)  The egocentric category of sins includes arrogant preoccupation with self, egotistical self-centeredness, drive to satisfy one's vanity or self-image to the exclusion of reality.





(d)  The reaction category of sins in which there is revenge.


2.  There is a good connotation of reproach.



a.  There is a sense in which believers should be under reproach, Jam 1:5-6, “But if any one of you lacks wisdom, let him ask from God who gives to all [believers] generously and does not reproach, and it will be given to him.  But let him ask in faith without doubting, for the one who doubts is like the surf of the sea driven and tossed by the wind.”



(1)  This is not saying that you will get wisdom through prayer, but that can ask for wisdom from God in dealing with the problems of people.  This is not referring to lack of wisdom in the understanding of Bible doctrine but in its application to the problems of people.  Even mature believers must prayer for wisdom under certain conditions.




(2)  God does not reproach you or hold you in contempt for asking for wisdom in dealing with the problems of people.




(3)  The word “faith” here is the Greek noun PISTIS, and is used for the second stage of the faith-rest mechanics.  The basis for offering such a prayer is mixing a strong faith with the essence of God rationale.




(4)  If anyone ever asks while doubting, they should never serve on a church court because they are unstable.



b.  Reproach is an honorable thing under the conditions of 1 Pet 4:14, “If you are reproached for the name of Christ [and you are], you are blessed, because the glory and the Spirit of God rest upon you.”


c.  Heb 10:33, “And you were made a public spectacle through reproaches and tribulations.”


d.  Heb 11:26, “[Moses] ...considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.”  The reproach of Christ was the divine discipline for murdering an Egyptian.



e.  Reproach is used for right priorities in life.  Heb 13:13, “Therefore, let us go to Him outside the camp, bearing His reproach.”
�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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