1 Corinthians 3:23




- is the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “all of you” plus the postpositive emphatic use of the conjunction DE, meaning “in fact” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “of Christ” or “belong to Christ.”  The phrase is very dramatic and literally translated “In fact, you—Christ’s.”  In English we would translate, “In fact, you are Christ’s” or “you belong to Christ.”

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, meaning “Christ” with the postpositive continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “and” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular proper noun THEOS, meaning “of God” or “belongs to God.”

1 Cor 3:23 corrected translation
“In fact, you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.”
Explanation:
1.  The obvious but unstated conclusion of Paul is: we belong to Christ; Christ belongs to God; therefore, we belong to God.

2.  This is one of the most powerful statements in all of the word of God.

3.  “You—Christ’s”


a.  The Lord Jesus Christ owns us.  He paid for us with His spiritual death on the Cross.  We have agreed to His ownership by our faith in Him.


b.  One of the most important concepts in our stream of thoughts must be that we belong to the Lord Jesus Christ.  We don’t belong to each other; we don’t belong to Satan; we belong to only one person—the Lord.


c.  We are the bride of Christ, and throughout the Bible a wife was considered the property of the husband.  He owned her.  This doesn’t mean that she was his slave or that he had the right to order her around.  That is arrogant stupidity on the part of ignorant males, who need to be taught manners.


d.  As our husband, the Lord Jesus Christ is totally responsible for our care and protection.  He owns us; therefore, He is responsible to love us, care for us, provide for us, and protect us.  He does all these things and more.


e.  Being owned by someone is not a bad thing.  It should be the greatest thing that could happen to a person.  What woman in her right mind would not want to be owned by a man with integrity, honor, virtue, who is completely faithful to her and provides for all her needs and beyond?


f.  The fact we belong to Christ is also taught in:



(1)  1 Cor 11:3, “But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.”



(2)  2 Cor 10:7, “You are looking at things as they are outwardly.  If anyone is confident in himself that he is Christ’s (AUTOS CHRISTOU), let him consider this again within himself, that just as he is Christ’s, so also are we.”



(3)  Gal 3:29, “And if you belong to Christ (HUMEIS CHRISTOU), then you are Abraham’s descendants, heirs according to promise.”  Paul established his premise that we all belong to Christ in verses 26-27, “For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.  For you see, as many of you as have been identified with Christ, have clothed yourselves in Christ.”


g.  Knowing that we belong to the Lord is our motivation for occupation with Him.


h.  Belonging to the Lord is our motivation for obedience to His commands.


i.  Belonging to the Lord is a guarantee of our eternal security.


j.  Belonging to the Lord is equal privilege and opportunity to execute the spiritual life of the Church and have a wonderful, dynamic, personal love for God the Father.


k.  Belonging to the Lord is a guarantee of sharing all that the Lord has.  This is the concept of heirship in the royal family of God.

DOCTRINE OF HEIRSHIP
A.  Definition.  This doctrine deals with the various categories in which grace has provided an inheritance for both time and eternity, 1 Pet 1:3-5.

B.  The Basis of our Heirship in the Royal Family.

1.  Heirship is based on sonship.  You must be a son before you can become an heir.  In Gal 4:1, TEKNON means a son under authority.  HUIOS means an adult son in Jn 1:12; Rom 8:16-17.  If you are not in the family of God, how can you be an heir of God?  To enter the family of God, you must have faith in Christ.  The Lord is the heir of all things, and we share in all He has, Gal 3:26.


2.  Heirship is based on the death of another, Rom 5:8.  Therefore heirship of the royal family is based on the new covenant, Heb 9:15.


3.  To inherit from God, one must possess life from God, i.e., eternal life, 1 Jn 5:11-12.  So to be an heir of God, you must have His perfect righteousness and eternal life.


4.  All of the heirs of God have been justified by grace via imputed perfect righteousness from the justice of God, Tit 3:7.


5.  Therefore, salvation adjustment to the justice of God is the qualification for this inheritance, Col 1:12.

C.  The believer has a supergrace heritage in time.

1.  The believer has perfect righteousness from the justice of God.


2.  In order for the believer to advance to maturity and receive blessing in time, he must have capacity.  Capacity comes only from metabolized doctrine.  


3.  Therefore, perfect righteousness is related to doctrine.  There must be the balance of residency of the filling of the Holy Spirit and metabolized doctrine for the believer to reach maturity.  


4.  The believer has an inheritance at the point of salvation, and an even greater inheritance for eternity, 1 Pet 1:3-5.

D.  The heirship of the royal family is based on the divine decrees.

1.  According to Eph 1:11, God knows how far you will advance before you are born.  


2.  God provides for you only as much as you have the capacity for.  If you knew specific blessings you would receive, then you would sit back and not advance in the plan of God.

3.  But when you have an inheritance which God has provided for you in eternity past, your job is to just concentrate on doctrine and not worry about what the blessings are or when you will receive them.  These blessings will come naturally with your capacity.  And you will prosper from every direction, in every area of life.  You would never keep studying, if you knew ahead of time what your supergrace blessings were.

E.  The indwelling of the Holy Spirit is a down payment and a guarantee of the existence of the inheritance of the royal family, Eph 1:13-14.
F.  Our inheritance is part of the divine promise, Gal 3:29.
G.  Our inheritance is secure forever, 1 Pet 1:3-5.
H.  The supergrace life has a temporal inheritance for the royal family of God, Heb 6:12; 1 Pet 3:9.
I.  Doctrine resident in the soul is the means of the supergrace heritage in time.  Prov 8:21; Ps 16:5; Eph 1:18.  We have three stages of inheritance.


1.  At the moment of salvation, we are in the royal family of God forever.


2.  We have a designed heritage in time, Heb 11:7.


3.  We have a heritage forever, 1 Pet 1:4-5.

J.  Inheritance demands blessing from the justice of God, Rom 8:17, “Now if children, also heirs; on the one hand heirs of God, and on the other hand fellow-heirs with Christ, if indeed we become fellow-sufferers, that we might also be glorified with [Christ].”

“Children” refers to the doctrine of sonship; “heirs” refers to the doctrine of heirship; “fellow-heirs” means sharing all that Christ has by virtue of being in union with Him.

4.  “and Christ belongs to God.”

a.  This concept is also mentioned in 1 Cor 15:28, “And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father], then the Son himself will be subordinated to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son], in order that God might be everything in the sphere of all things.”

b.  This is a reference to the hypostatic union of our Lord (notice the word “Christ” is used) with emphasis on the humanity of Christ.  The deity of Christ is co-equal with God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


c.  The humanity of Christ is now and always has been subordinate to God the Father.


d.  God the Father owned the Son.  This meant that God the Father was totally responsible for the love, care, provision, and protection of His Son.  The Father did all this and more.


e.  God the Son wanted to belong to God the Father.  It was the greatest thing that could possibly happen to Him.


f.  Just as our Lord belonged to God the Father, so we belong to God the Son.


g.  Just as our Lord benefited to the maximum by belonging to God the Father, so we benefit to the maximum by belonging to God the Son.

5.  Therefore, if we belong to Christ, and we do, why are there still factions, divisions, and strife among us?  This was the point Paul was driving home to the Corinthians.
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