Doctrine of Unity in the Royal Family of God

A.  The Biblical Standard Regarding Unity of Believers.

1.  1 Cor 12:25, “That there should be no schisms in the body, but that the members should have the same care for one another.”

2.  Rom 16:17-18, “Now I urge you brethren, be alert for those believers who are causing fragmentations and apostasies contrary to the doctrine which you have learned; in fact, separate yourself from (avoid) them.  For such believers are slaves to their own emotions, and by smooth and flattering speech, they deceive the right lobes of the ignorant.”

3.  1 Cor 1:10, “Now I exhort you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree with one another, and that there be no fragmentations (schisms) among you, but that you may be mended in the same mind and in the same thinking (united in mind and thought).”  Notice where the unity is:  in the mentality and thinking of the soul.


4.  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal, for since there is jealousy and fragmentation among you, are you not carnal?  Are you not walking like unbelievers?”

5.  1 Cor 11:18, “For in the first place, when you come together in your church, I hear that schisms (fragmentations) exist among you.”

6.  Gal 5:19-20, “Now the works of the flesh (Old Sin Nature) are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, drug addiction, animosities, discord, jealousy, tantrums, disputes, dissensions, factions...”
B.  What is Unity?

1.  Unity is the status of being combined with others to form a greater whole.  We have been combined with other believers through the baptism of the Spirit at the moment of salvation.


2.  Unity is the status of being harmonious with other members of the royal family of God.  


3.  Unity is the state of being complete, which means a maximum number of believers executing the plan of God and reaching spiritual maturity.


4.  Unity is complete accord among believers regarding divine viewpoint mental attitudes, motivations, decisions, and actions.  This doesn’t mean we agree with each other about everything.  But it does mean there is a general consensus about divine viewpoint among mature believers.


5.  Unity is the absence of fragmentation, the absence of judging, bickering, slandering, gossiping, jealousy, bitterness, hatred, anger, revenge motivation and revenge function, vindictiveness, violence, hypersensitivity, self-pity, guilt, and implacability.

C.  The Enemies of Unity.

1.  Emphasis on people rather than on Bible doctrine.  The present trend of Christianity is to emphasize relationship with people over relationship with God, or to assume that a good relationship with people means a good relationship with God.  Both are false.


2.  Ignorance of doctrine and arrogance.



a.  Arrogance is a complex of sins, which result in disunity among believers.  This includes such sins as jealousy, bitterness, vindictiveness, implacability, self-pity, guilt, anger, hatred, inordinate ambition and inordinate competition, revenge motivation and function, gossip, maligning, judging, the demand syndrome, unrealistic expectation, and role model arrogance.



b.  The unity of the royal family is based on Bible doctrine perceived, believed, and applied to experience.  Lack of spiritual momentum in the plan of God means fragmentation among believers.


3.  Christian fellowship, or having eyes on people.


4.  Preoccupation with self, having eyes on self.

D.  The Solution to Disunity.

1.  The answer to the problem of people emphasis taking precedence over God emphasis is twofold. 



a.  Consistent intake and application of the Word of God, so that the believer develops a personal love for God the Father and becomes occupied with the person of Christ.



b.  Mastery of the utilization of problem solving devices of the royal family of God, so that people are no longer a crutch.  The problem solving devices include: rebound, the filling of the Holy Spirit, the faith-rest drill, grace orientation, doctrinal orientation, personal love for God, impersonal love toward others, sharing God’s happiness, and occupation with Christ.  


2.  The answer to the problem of ignorance can only be handled by the consistent, persistent, daily intake and application of the Word of God.



a.  Rom 12:2, “Stop being conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renovation of your thought, that you may prove what the will of God is, namely, the good of intrinsic value achievement (advance to spiritual maturity), the well-pleasing to God, the mature status quo.”


b.  Rom 12:3, “For I say through the grace which has been given to me to everyone who is among you:  stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion as God has assigned to each one of us a standard of thinking from doctrine.”


c.  Prov 23:7, “As a person thinks in his right lobe, so he is.”  You are not what you appear to be overtly; you are what you think.  

E.  The Role of Christian Fellowship Relates to Unity.

1.  People emphasis taking precedence over God emphasis results in destroying the benefits which might accrue from Christian fellowship.


2.  Christian fellowship is never a substitute for fellowship with God.


3.  The believer cannot grow spiritually or execute the plan of God through Christian fellowship.



a.  “Sharing” is merely a case of the blind leading the blind, and both reside in the ditch of reversionism.



b.  “Sharing” ignores the gift of pastor-teacher and the importance of the function of that gift in the communication of doctrine.

 
4.  Fellowship with God is the result of perception and application of doctrine.  


5.  Fellowship with God is a part of the plan of God, while fellowship with other Christians is merely a result at best; at worst, it is a distraction from doctrine.  Fellowship is an option, not a mandate.


6.  Christian fellowship is never a substitute for learning Bible doctrine from whoever is your right pastor-teacher.

F.  What is the Key to Unity among Believers?

1.  The key to unity among believers is accurate teaching of Bible doctrine by qualified persons and positive response to it.


2.  A qualified teacher of Bible doctrine possesses the following.



a.  He is a male believer.



b.  He has the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.



c.  He has the proper preparation for the function of his spiritual gift.  The proper preparation demands exact and functional knowledge of the original languages of Scripture, and a thorough exposure to all phases of Biblical systematic theology.  That is minimal.


3.  God never denies doctrinal teaching to positive believers.  This includes positive believers who cannot or do not assemble with other believers.


4.  Everyone’s right pastor is not found in the same geographical periphery.  In most areas of this country today, no accurate Bible teaching exists; no doctrine is taught from the pulpits.


5.  If a pastor is not prepared in the original languages, he must also have a pastor who feeds him exegesis constantly.

G.  The Pastor’s Message is the Key to Unity among Believers.

1.  2 Tim 2:15 commands the pastor: “Be diligent to present yourself approved to God as a workman who does not need to be ashamed (of his message), handling accurately the Word of truth.”

2.  Therefore, the responsibility of the pastor-teacher is to study and teach, with emphasis on the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, yet not neglecting the whole realm of Bible doctrine.


3.  A pastor is not called to counsel.  Counseling merely puts band-aids on problems.  The teaching of Bible doctrine provides the solutions to problems from the function of the individual believer.


4.  The teaching of Bible doctrine provides the key to unity among Church Age believers.  In other words, this unity must come from within your soul.  The key to unity among believers lies in what you think.


5.  The power of God is in the Word of God.  Do not waste time on false doctrine.  There is a false doctrine of Christian fellowship.  This doctrine says, “if you aren’t meeting with other believers in a local church then you are disobeying the Word of God.”  Satan uses this ploy to get positive believers to join negative believers and never grow spiritually.

     
6.  So whether it is face-to-face or non-face-to-face, the pastor who is faithful in teaching Bible doctrine is the key to unity among believers.

  

a.  No pastor has the ability to bring about unity among believers by the use of his personality or authority.



b.  The power to bring about unity belongs solely to the Word of God, as it is expressed in thoughts, motivations, decisions, and actions of believers.

     
7.  The only basis for unity among Church Age believers is found in the content of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  This unity requires the daily positive volition to ignore all the distractions of life and learn doctrine, and then apply that doctrine to every circumstance of life.

H.  Wrong Execution by Wrong Power, an Enemy of Unity.

1.  God is perfect.  Therefore His plan is perfect.  But the problem is that we are imperfect.


2.   We all possess an old sin nature and we continue to sin after salvation, 1 Jn 1:5-10.  The old sin nature continues to function after salvation in any circumstance, prosperity or adversity.  The old sin nature never quits functioning until death.


3.  The old sin nature functions through human dynamics, human works, and human abilities, seeking to use these things to displace the power of God in the execution of His plan.


4.  But divine power and human ability are mutually exclusive.  There is no place in God’s plan for the function of human power or human ability.

  
5.  The plan of God can only be executed with divine power - the filling of the Holy Spirit. 


6.  The key to the execution of God’s plan is the fact that divine power is guaranteed to every believer.  This power is the application of Bible doctrine.  And this power is utilized through the filling of the Holy Spirit combined with knowledge of doctrine. 

     
7.  All human power and ability is excluded from both the function and the execution of God’s will, plan, and purpose for your life.

     
8.  Ignorance and arrogance combine to produce the use of human power rather than divine power in the execution of God’s plan.

 
9.  The false doctrine of “Christian fellowship” is based on the function of human power, human emotion, human experience, and human help.

I.  Unrealistic Expectation, an Enemy of Unity.

1.  Unrealistic expectation is the frustration of those who are not treated the way they think they should be treated or loved the way they think they should be loved.


2.  Unrealistic expectation manufactures believers who demand and expect special attention.  When they are not treated the way they want to be treated or loved the way they want to be loved, they move on to another relationship, another marriage, another friend, another job, another church.


3.  Unrealistic expectation causes three serious problems, which result in disunity.



a.  Eyes on self.



b.  Eyes on people.



c.  Eyes on things.


4.  When rejected, unrealistic expectation always reacts with a rash of sins related to the arrogance complex: jealousy, bitterness, implacability, anger, hatred, self-pity, hypersensitivity, revenge motivation and function, slander, gossip, maligning, and judging.

J.  Role Model Arrogance, an Enemy of Unity.

1.  A “role” is the proper or customary function of a person related to his job or function in life.


2.  One’s role is often assigned by unrealistic expectation from others.  Society and people in general often assign certain customary functions to certain activities in life.


3.  People are expected to act in a certain way.  When they don’t, they are criticized, maligned, slandered, condemned, and rejected by society in general.


4.  Both individuals and society as a whole like to see everyone and everything in their proper place.  They resent deviation.


5.  Consequently, both society and Christians have set up a double standard:  a strict standard for the role model and a convenient standard for themselves.


6.  The individual excuses his own sins and failures, but he condemns the same sins and failures in the role model.  Role model arrogance turns people into hypocrites, and turns Christians into legalists.

     
7.  Role model arrogance manufactures hypocrisy in the clergy and legalism in the congregation, with the result that both are distracted from doctrine.

     
8.  This double standard of role model arrogance causes disunity and fragmentation in the royal family of God.

     
9.  The only role model for the Christian way of life is our Lord Jesus Christ.

K.  Christian Fellowship Causes Fragmentation in the Royal Family of God.

1.  Christian fellowship is never a substitute for fellowship with God.


2.  Christian fellowship is never a substitute for learning doctrine.


3.  Spiritual growth comes only through perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.  The execution of the plan of God and subsequent glorification of God never comes through Christian fellowship.


4.  Assembling together with other Christians for the teaching of the Word of God must never be confused with Christian fellowship.



a.  You should not come to church for Christian fellowship, but to learn doctrine and grow up spiritually.



b.  You don’t grow up through fellowship.  In fact, Christian fellowship is a distraction until you do grow up.


5.  The problem of Heb 10:25, “Not forsaking the assembling of yourselves together as is the habit of some, but [assembling] for the purpose of encouragement.”


a.  The point of this passage is that doctrine provides the encouragement, not other believers.  This is not a command to assemble with other believers no matter what.  Common sense tells you not to assemble with a bunch of so-called “believers” who don’t believe the Bible is the Word of God.



b.  We don’t meet together for the purpose of encouraging each other.  The words “each other” are not found at the end of this verse in the original text.



c.  Encouragement comes from the perception of Bible doctrine, not from Christian fellowship.  Any encouragement you get from other Christians will not help you apply doctrine in time of testing, disaster or pressure.  Only doctrine in your soul can carry you.


6.  When believers are isolated from other Christians, they are not deprived of encouragement from Bible doctrine.  They need Bible doctrine, not Christian fellowship or personal contact with the pastor.

L.  Ephesians 4:3-6 Teaches Unity in the Royal Family of God.

1.  In Ephesians 4:3-6, there are four concepts.



a.  The mandate for unity, verse 3.



b.  The basis for unity, verse 4.



c.  The escutcheon of unity, verse 5.



d.  The source of unity, verse 6.


2.  Only God can provide unity in the royal family.


3.  God provides unity for the Church Age believers through Church Age doctrine.


4.  Unity is a provision of grace, not the striving of human power, not human personality, not a system of patronizing one another under public relations techniques.


5.  In Eph 4:3-6, we are taught not only how to avoid disunity in the body of Christ, but how to achieve unity through God’s grace provision for each believer in the royal family.

M.  Disadvantages to Christian Fellowship.

1.  The establishment of wrong priorities through the influence of confused or reversionistic Christians.


2.  Distraction from doctrine through preoccupation with friendship, romance, or marriage.


3.  Legalistic reversionism can occur through association with legalistic believers.


4.  Lascivious reversionism can occur through association with antinomian believers.


5.  Using Christian fellowship as a means of advancing self in a business or a profession.


6.  Self-destruction through interaction with other believers, 2 Tim 3:2-7.

N.  Christian fellowship is not necessary.

1.  Positive believers will always be provided with Bible doctrine, but not always with Christian fellowship.


2.  Christian fellowship can be very stimulating and enjoyable, if there is no detrimental influence from the function and trends of the old sin nature, so that you identify Christianity with either legalism or antinomianism.


3.  Christian fellowship cannot make you grow spiritually; only the mystery doctrine for the Church Age can do that.


4.  Social life in the form of Christian fellowship can be a refreshing interlude, but it can never replace fellowship with God through perception and application of doctrine.


5.  Therefore, Christian fellowship cannot replace the execution of God’s plan, reaching maturity, and glorifying God.


6.  So beware of assigning to Christian fellowship a role it can never play.  However, if you grow in grace, execute the protocol plan, and use the problem solving devices, your relationships in life will be fantastic.
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