1 Corinthians 1:9



- is a predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective PISTOS, having both an active and passive meaning.  In the active sense it means “trusting, trust, or cherishing faith, believing, full of faith.”  In the passive sense it means “faithful, trustworthy, dependable, inspiring trust or faith.”  Here we have the passive meaning faithful.

Ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative of the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”  Ellipsis is the omission of a word or words from a sentence.  The omission arises not from want of thought, or lack of care, or from accident, but from design, in order that we may not stop to think of, or lay stress on, the word omitted, but may dwell on the other words which are thus emphasized by the omission.  Here the omission of the verb “to be” emphasizes an attribute of the essence of God, namely, His immutability.  Faithfulness is a part of the immutability of God.


1.  Beginning in verse four, Paul has built principle upon principle to come to the grand conclusion that “God is faithful.”

2.  In verse four he stated the principle that the grace of God had been given to you in Christ Jesus.


3.  In verse five he stated the principle that in everything you have become rich in Him.


4.  In verse six he stated the principle that the testimony concerning Christ, the gospel, has been confirmed in you.


5.  In verse seven he stated the principle that you are not lacking any spiritual gift, and eagerly await the Rapture.


6.  In verse eight he stated the principle that He will strengthen you until the end of the Church age.


7.  And as a guarantee of all these assets graciously given to you, God is faithful.


8.  Divine faithfulness is an expression of the integrity of God to the believer.  God’s faithfulness is manifest in many ways, including logistical grace.  Because we have been elected to privilege, that privilege includes logistical support.


9.  The faithfulness of God is also taught in 1 Cor 10:13; 2 Cor 1:18; 1 Thes 5:24; Heb 10:23, 11:11; 1 Pet 4:19; 1 Jn 1:9.

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is a reference to God the Father, the author of the divine plan.

- is the preposition DIA plus the ablative of means from the masculine singular relative pronoun HOS.  The ablative is not the regular case used in expressing means, but may be used when the expression of means is accompanied by an implication or origin or source.  The ablative is used here because God the Father is the origin or source of our election.  The prepositional phrase is translated “by means of Whom.”
- is the second person plural (you all) aorist passive indicative of the verb KALEW, which means “to call, summon, invite.”  The word is used in both the Septuagint and the New Testament as a technical theological term for God’s choice of persons for salvation.  Compare 1 Pet 5:10; 1 Tim 6:12; 1 Pet 2:9; Gal 1:15; 2 Thes 2:14; Eph 4:1.


1.  “To call” is synonymous with being invited.  God the Father invites us to believe in His Son for salvation.  God never tells us to invite Christ into our hearts.  That is blasphemy.  Who are we that we should invite the eternal Son of God, the creator of the universe, the King of kings and Lord of lords, anywhere?  Who do we think we are that God should come to us at our call to him?


2.  We are in a state of total depravity.  This means that we cannot do anything to have a relationship with God.  There is nothing we can say or do to make God come to us.  We must go to God.  And we don’t even have the power to do that.


3.  Therefore, you will say to me, “Then how can anyone be saved?”  By the grace of God and only by the grace of God.  In grace God comes to man of His own sovereign will.  He invites all men through the gospel to believe in His Son.  And because of man’s inability to have a relationship with Him, He must also provide the means whereby man can even understand His call or invitation.


4.  So God the Holy Spirit takes the gospel information, which the unbeliever hears and makes it real to him.  This is called efficacious grace.  God HS makes the gospel understandable and a true fact to the mind of the unbeliever.  By so doing God is inviting the unbeliever to accept the truth and believe in His Son for eternal life.


5.  The only thing the unbeliever has to understand is that by believing in Jesus Christ he will have eternal life and live with God forever.  He doesn’t need to understand anything else.  That includes his state of total depravity, his sinfulness, the imputation of original sin, the imputation of God’s perfect righteousness, or the imputation of eternal life.  Those are all doctrines, which the believer learns after salvation.


6.  So once this call or invitation is made to the unbeliever, he then has to make a free will decision to believe in Christ or not believe in Christ.  If he does so, then God the Holy Spirit takes that faith and makes it effective for salvation.  God’s decision to do this is called election.


7.  God elects certain members of the human race to have eternal salvation.  Those people whom God elects are those people who believe in Christ.  And those people who believe in Christ are those people who from their own free will have said “yes” to God’s offer of salvation through His Son.


8.  This means that anyone can believe in Christ.  This means that in every case God the Holy Spirit through efficacious grace makes the unbelievers faith effectual for salvation.  This means that anyone who believes in Christ is elect, and anyone who is elect has believed in Christ.  So much for hypercalvinism and the confusion that has caused for the last 400 years.


9.  Efficacious grace is related to the word “call” in the Bible, the divine call to salvation, which results in the certainty of salvation through faith in Christ.  Therefore, efficacious grace is the “divine call,” which  results in salvation.  Scripture:



a.  Matt 9:13, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice.  For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners.”


b.  Rom 1:6, “Among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ.”


c.  Rom 8:28, “Called according to a predetermined plan.”


d.  Rom 8:30, “And whom He called, these He also justified.”


e.  Rom 9:24, “Even us, whom He also called, not from among the Jews only, but from among the Gentiles.”


f.  Rom 11:29, “The gifts and calling of God are irrevocable.”


g.  1 Cor 1:2, “Saints by calling.”


h.  1 Cor 1:9, “God is faithful, through whom you were called into fellowship with His Son.”

The constative aorist is for a point of time when anyone believes in Christ.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action of the verb.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact: you were called by God the Father into fellowship with His Son.

- is the preposition EIS plus the accusative of purpose from the feminine singular noun KOINWNIA, translated “for the purpose of fellowship.”  The absence of the article calls attention to the quality of the noun “fellowship.”
  
1.  Fellowship with Christ is the highest fellowship we can have as Christians.  We are not called into fellowship with each other, but for the purpose of fellowship with our Lord Jesus Christ.


2.  We have fellowship with each other only to the extent that we are filled with the Spirit and continue to learn doctrine.  1 Jn 1:3, 7, “What we have both seen and heard we also proclaim to you, in order that you also may keep on having fellowship with us; furthermore our fellowship is also with the Father, and with His Son Jesus Christ.  But if we keep on walking in the light, as He is in the light, we keep on having fellowship with each other, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”

3.  EIS + KALEW, gives the purpose of the calling:



a.  For fellowship, 1 Cor 1:9;



b.  To become a part of His eternal kingdom, 1 Thes 2:12;



c.  For the giving to us of eternal life, 1 Tim 6:12;



d.  For the enjoyment of God forever, 1 Pet 2:9;



e.  For the purpose of suffering in time, 1 Pet 2:21;



f.  For the purpose of blessing, 1 Pet 3:9;



g.  For eternal glory, 1 Pet 5:10;



h.  For the marriage supper of the Lamb, Rev 19:9.

- is the genitive of association from the masculine singular article and noun HUIOS plus the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as the third person personal pronoun “His.”  This is translated “with His Son.”
 - is the appositional genitive from the masculine singular proper nouns IĒSOUS and CHRISTOS plus the descriptive genitive from the article and the masculine singular noun KURIOS with the possessive genitive of the first person plural personal pronoun EGW.  “Jesus Christ, our Lord.”
1 Cor 1:9 corrected translation
“God is faithful, by means of Whom you were called for the purpose of fellowship with His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  God’s faithfulness is manifest in His perfect plan.


a.  We were “called” in eternity past when God was aware of all our failures.


b.  God found a way to take us through His entire grace plan without any compromise of His essence.


c.  Knowing every sin, human good deed, and evil thing we would ever do, He still selected us to have human life at birth, and elected us to equal privilege and equal opportunity at salvation.

d.  As a part of His faithfulness He has provided for every believer his very own spiritual life in which to function as the basis for equal opportunity to reach maturity.

PAGE  
4

