1 Corinthians 9:8




- is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” with the preposition KATA plus the accusative of manner from the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “in a human way, from a human standpoint emphasizes the inferiority of man in comparison with God.”
  “The phrase suggests not only analogy to the human sphere and human logic (Gal 3:15; 1 Cor 15:32) but also the limited nature of human thinking and conduct compared to God’s (Rom 3:5; 1 Cor 9:8; Gal 1:11).”
  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, which means “these things” and refers to Paul’s previous illustrations.  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “I am saying.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what Paul is now doing.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“I am not saying these things from a human standpoint.”
 - is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “Or” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NOMOS, meaning “the Law” and referring to the Mosaic Law.  Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “these things.”  Then we have the negative adverb OU, meaning “not,” which is used in questions demanding an affirmative answer.  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LEGW, which means “to say, speak.”

The present tense is a static present for what perpetually exists as a statement in the Law.


The active voice indicates that the Law produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“Or does not the Law also say these things?”
1 Cor 9:8 corrected translation
“I am not saying these things from a human standpoint.  Or does not the Law also say these things?”
Explanation:
1.  “I am not saying these things from a human standpoint.”

a.  Paul was writing and teaching under the filling and ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


b.  There is such a thing as human viewpoint and divine viewpoint.


c.  Human viewpoint is man’s way of thinking, decision-making, and problem solving.


d.  Divine viewpoint is God’s way of thinking, decision-making, and problem solving.


e.  Paul was teaching divine viewpoint—what God wanted him to say, not his own human viewpoint opinion, which may have been quite different than what we have preserved in the canon of Scripture.


f.  What you think depends upon your mental attitude.  Therefore, we need to review some principles of mental attitude, which affect our divine versus human viewpoint of life.

See the Doctrine of Mental Attitude from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.

2.  “Or does not the Law also say these things?”

a.  Of course the Law says this, and Paul will prove it by quoting from the Mosaic Law in the next verse.


b.  This comment is directed to Paul’s legalistic Jewish critics, who accused Paul of teaching things that were not contained in the Mosaic Law, including that a communicator of doctrine has the right to earn his living from teaching the word of God.


c.  So Paul refutes their lie with the truth of Scripture directly from the Mosaic Law, which they held so dear.  Paul uses their own Law against them to prove the truth of the word of God as contained in the principles of the mystery doctrines of the Church Age.
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