1 Corinthians 9:3




- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun APOLOGIA with the nominative feminine first person singular adjective EMOS, meaning “My defense, reply, or answer.”

- is the accusative direct object from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “me” with the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural articular present active participle from the verb ANAKRINW, which means “to question, interrogate; to criticize, judge.”


For example, Lk 23:14 says, ‘now, I conducted a judicial inquiry in your presence and I found nothing that this man is guilty of.’  Acts 12:19, ‘Herod looked for him and when he did not find him, he interrogated (or ‘he questioned’) the guards and commanded them to be led away to punishment.’  The use of ANAKRINW in 1 Cor 9:3 does not imply necessarily the strictly legal procedures of a courtroom.  It is also possible to interpret ANAKRINW in 1 Cor 9:3 as meaning ‘to criticize’ or ‘to judge.’”


The article is used as a relative pronoun with an embedded demonstrative pronoun, meaning “those who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates other people question Paul’s freedom and authority.


The participle is circumstantial.
 - is the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to Paul’s answer, reply, or defense.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which involves a simple expression of undefined action in the present without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
1 Cor 9:3 corrected translation
“My answer to those who criticize me is this:”
Explanation:
1.  There were those who questioned and criticized Paul’s freedom as a Church Age believer.


a.  The Jewish believers in Jerusalem, who had spent their lives under the rules and regulations of the Mosaic Law, had great difficulty in accepting the spiritual freedom of the Church Age.


b.  One of the great privileges of the Church Age is the spiritual freedom that we have as believers in union with Christ.


c.  We are free to live our lives as unto the Lord in the privacy of our own priesthood as representatives of our Lord Jesus Christ.


d.  The word of God is our authority.  We have also been given those with special spiritual gifts to rule over us in grace, and love, and virtue.


e.  God has set us free from having to answer spiritually to all men, 1 Cor 9:19, “For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all, so that I may win more.”


f.  However, each of us must answer to God for the conduct of our spiritual life.


g.  Many believers, as unbelievers, were so used to having to answer to others for the conduct of their spiritual lives that they just could not get used to the idea of having this kind of spiritual freedom.


h.  So they resented Paul and everything he taught about spiritual freedom, because it so conflicted with their preconceived norms and standards.

2.  There were those who questioned and criticized Paul’s authority as an apostle.


a.  Some of the believers in the Jerusalem church never got over the fact that Paul had persecuted their family, friends, and loved ones, threw them in prison, confiscated their money, homes, and property, and even killed them.  To them, this man would never be a representative of God, let alone an apostle of the Church of Christ.


b.  To some of the Greek believers throughout the Roman Empire, wherever Paul traveled, this short, baldheaded, inarticulate Jew couldn’t possibly be a representative of God.  He didn’t live up to the Greek standard of a man both perfect in body and soul.


c.  To some believers Paul would never be accepted as an apostle because he was not one of the original twelve disciples of our Lord.


d.  To some believers Paul’s authority would never be accepted because they were just plain arrogant and anti-authority.


e.  Some believers accepted Paul as an apostle, but questioned his right to teach Church Age principles, because these principles were not in the Old Testament canon of Scripture and had not yet been reduced to writing in the New Testament.  They did not understand the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit to the apostles, who taught Church Age doctrine prior to it being set down in writing.


f.  Some believers were simply jealous of Paul’s effectiveness as a missionary and questioned and criticized him in order to make him look bad.


g.  Paul established his authority by giving the gospel, evangelizing unbelievers, teaching doctrine, establishing local churches, training pastors, and writing Scripture.

3.  Paul was given the authority to answer his critics face-to-face and make it a permanent part of the record of Scripture.


a.  As a believer, Paul never went looking for a fight.  But he was always ready to defend the word of God.


b.  Part of the word of God is the fact that Paul was an apostle, “Paul, an apostle of the Lord Jesus Christ to the church at….”


c.  Paul’s answer to the issue of the spiritual freedom of the Church Age believer is given in the rest of this chapter.


d.  God commands us to not enter into verbal brawling with other believers.  He also expects us to be prepared to give an answer to any one who asks us why we believe what we believe.



(1)  Eph 4:31, “All bitterness, both anger [emotional sin] and wrath [mental attitude sin], both clamor [verbal quarreling] and slander must be removed from you along with all malice.”



(2)  Col 3:8, “But now you yourselves also must put to death these things: anger, rage, malice, slander, abusive speech from your mouth.”



(3)  1 Pet 2:1, “Therefore rid yourselves of all depravity and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slanders.”



(4)  2 Tim 4:2, “Preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction.”



(5)  1 Pet 3:15, “But have an attitude of deep respect, love, awe and esteem toward the Lord Christ in your hearts [occupation with Christ], always ready to make a defense to any one who asks you to account for the confidence in you.”
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