1 Corinthians 9:2




- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  This indicates that there definitely were believers who rejected the apostleship of Paul.  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural adjective ALLOS used as a substantive, meaning “to others.”  This is followed by the absolute negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I am.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of not being an apostle as far as some others are concerned.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular noun APOSTOLOS, which we transliterate as “apostle,” but means “the one in command.”

“If I am not an apostle to others (and I am not),”

- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “but, yet, rather, nevertheless, at least.”
  With this we have the enclitic particle GE, which is “appended to the word it refers to; it serves to emphasize this word, and often cannot be translated, merely influencing the word order.”
  So ALLA GE together means “at least” and places strong emphasis on this thought.  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “to you.”  Then we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “I am.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s life.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of being an apostle to the Corinthians.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“at least I am to you.”

- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular article and noun SPHRAGIS, which literally means “a seal, a signet ring,” but is used figuratively, meaning:


1.  “that which confirms or attests to the genuineness of something - ‘certification, validation, proof, evidence of genuineness.’”


2.  “that which confirms, attests, or authenticates with the genitive of that which is confirmed or authenticated; you are the certification of my apostleship.”

Then we have the possessive genitive from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW with the descriptive genitive from the feminine singular article and noun APOSTOLĒ, which means “of my apostleship.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” plus the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, “are.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian church produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that the Corinthian church is the official confirmation of his apostleship.

Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere/relationship from the masculine singular noun KURIOS, meaning “in the Lord.”
1 Cor 9:2 corrected translation
“If I am not an apostle to others (and I am not), at least I am to you.  For you are the official certification of my apostleship in the Lord.”
Explanation:
1.  “If I am not an apostle to others (and I am not),”

a.  This first class conditional clause tells us without a doubt that Paul knew that there were those in the Roman Empire who rejected his authority as an apostle commissioned by God.  So who were these people?



(1)  They were not unbelievers; for the issue is certain believers who have rejected the authority of Paul as a super-representative of God in the Church Age.



(2)  We know from chapter one of this letter that there were at least four groups in the Corinthian church that had split into factions, and three of those factions were following the leadership of other men and may or may not have openly and outright rejected the authority of Paul.  However, the collective use of the word “you” here refers to the Corinthian church as a whole, which Paul says at least by them he is recognized as an apostle.



(3)  We also know that there were legalistic Jewish Christians from the Jerusalem church who rejected the authority of Paul, even though James, and Peter, and John had recognized his commission to the Gentiles.


b.  So the word “others” applies to the legalistic Jewish believers from Jerusalem and probably the small minority of faction leaders in the Corinthian church, but not the majority of believers in the church.


c.  Paul is in no way feeling sorry for himself here.  He is stating a factual premise upon which he will build a greater argument.


d.  Not all believers in a local church accept the authority of the pastor.  No matter how well, how accurate, or how often he teaches the word of God, some people will always think he is wrong.  They are right; he is wrong; for no man is perfect, only God is.  But by the grace of God that communicator of doctrine has the spiritual gift, and by that same grace, God is able to make him stand.  Therefore, the believer who opposes God’s spiritual authority in a local church is arguing with God, and nothing more than a source of amusement and spiritual advance for the pastor.


e.  Paul was never threatened by the negative volition of others.  Paul wasn’t going to quit the ministry just because some folks rejected God’s decision to make him His super representative to the Gentiles.  No pastor should ever be threatened by the negative volition of others.  Negative volition was negative before the pastor came along and will continue to be negative no matter what the pastor does.


f.  So the best thing that a pastor can do is keep on teaching accurately the truth of the word of God and not worry about what those who are negative think, say, or do.

2.  “at least I am to you.”

a.  Paul recognized that the majority of believers in the church in Corinth realized and understood that he was an apostle from God sent to evangelize the Gentiles and teach them the word of God, even though some were being led astray by the arrogant negative volition of a few.


b.  Paul was truly thankful from a state of genuine humility for the recognition of his apostolic authority by these believers.


c.  There will always be those who accept the authority of God’s representative, even when others reject him and are openly antagonistic.


d.  These believers are genuinely humble and just want to learn God’s will for their life and are seeking to execute that will through knowledge of the word of God and personal love for God.


e.  Every church will have those who are extremely positive and those who are extremely negative, with the majority of believers somewhere in between.

3.  “For you are the official certification of my apostleship in the Lord.”

a.  Paul now comes to his main point of doctrine in this verse.  The Gentile believers in Corinth were God’s stamp of approval that Paul was an apostle.


b.  Paul had done something no Jew had ever been able to do or even attempted—evangelize Greek Gentiles in their own country.


c.  Paul had converted the most degenerate pagans in the history of the world to Christianity.  If that were not proof of his apostolic authority in the Lord, nothing ever would be.


d.  The Jews had failed for the last 1000 years to evangelize the Greeks.  Paul had done in a few years what they had failed to do in 1000 years.  It was no wonder they were just a little jealous of him.


e.  The Gentile believers in Greece were God’s proof of Paul’s authority.  It wasn’t miracles or healing or any other supernatural event of nature that proved who and what Paul was, but the fact that Greek Gentiles believed the gospel message of our Lord Jesus Christ as presented by Paul.


f.  Paul did not need to prove his apostleship to anyone and wasn’t trying to do so.  He had complete spiritual self-esteem and knew that he was an apostle.  He wasn’t worried about others rejecting his authority, because to the Lord Jesus Christ he would stand or fall.


g.  But Paul wants to point out to and remind the Corinthians that they themselves as believers in Christ are all the proof that Paul needs to certify that he was sent from God and that the Corinthians recognized this.


h.  Paul’s authority was truly being challenged by a small group of arrogant leaders in the Corinthian church.  So Paul fights against this false doctrine by pointing out the absolute truth—that the believers in Corinth are believers because he came to them and gave them the gospel as God’s representative.  With this no one can argue.


i.  Notice that Paul considers the real proof of his being an apostle the fact that Gentile unbelievers outside of Israel have believed in the gospel as presented by him.


j.  There is no greater reward for the communicator of the word of God than those who have listened, believed, and acted upon the truth of the word of God.
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