1 Corinthians 9:16
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- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For; you see.”  With this we have the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  Then we have the first person singular present middle subjunctive from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to bring or proclaim good news,” but it came to be used as a technical theological term for the proclamation of the gospel and teaching of Church Age doctrine.


The present tense is a perfective present, which emphasizes the present reality of what Paul has done in the past.


The middle voice is an indirect or intensive middle, in which Paul as the subject emphasizes himself as the one producing the action.  The word “self” is used in the translation to bring out this emphasis.


The subjunctive mood can be used with EAN to express a concessive clause, in which Paul makes a concession to the fact he has proclaimed the gospel.  EAN with the subjunctive in a concessive clause should be translated, “even if, even though, or although.”

“For even though I have proclaimed the gospel,”

- is the negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the dative of indirect object/possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me.”  Literally this says, “There is not to me,” which is a Greek idiom, meaning “I have no.”  This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun KAUCHĒMA, which means “boast, object of boasting, then also used when the boast is not made in words, to denote the thing of which one is proud, in this sense pride, and with the verb ECHW he has something to boast about, Rom 4:2. ‘I have nothing to boast about’.”
  In today’s English we would say something like, “I have nothing to be proud of.”
“I have nothing to boast about”
- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative feminine singular noun ANAGKĒ, which means “an obligation of a compelling nature - ‘complete obligation, necessary obligation.’  ‘I have a necessary obligation.’”
  Then we have the locative of place from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to or upon me.”  This is followed by the present deponent middle indicative from the verb EPIKEIMAI, which means literally, “to lay,” but is used figuratively, meaning, “to be imposed, be incumbent; to have regulations imposed Heb 9:10.  Here it means, ‘necessity is laid upon me.’”
  This is also an idiomatic expression, meaning “I am under obligation.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form, but active in meaning—Paul producing the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that Paul has the obligation to proclaim the gospel because of his spiritual gift.

“For I am under obligation.”
- is the particle of interjection, which is also used as a feminine noun, meaning “a state of intense hardship or distress - ‘disaster, horror.’”
  It is an interjection denoting pain or displeasure woe, alas!
  With this we have the explanatory GAR, meaning “For” plus the dative of indirect object/dative of possession from the first person singular personal pronoun EGW, meaning “to me” and the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “there is.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition or state that perpetually exists under these circumstances.


The subject—disaster—produces the action of happening to Paul, if he does not proclaim the gospel and teach doctrine.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

Literally, this says, “For disaster is to me,” which is an idiom, meaning:

“For I will have disaster,”
 - is the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if and it may or may not happen.”  With this we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the first person singular aorist middle subjunctive from the verb EUAGGELIZW, which means “to proclaim good news; to preach the gospel.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which gathers Paul’s work as an evangelist, missionary, and apostle into a single whole, and regards it as a fact.



The middle voice is an intensive middle, which places strong emphasis on the subject as the one producing the action in his own interest.  This emphasizes Paul’s personal responsibility in producing the action.

The subjunctive mood is a conditional subjunctive, which is used with EAN to indicate a more probable future.

“if I do not proclaim the gospel.”
1 Cor 9:16 corrected translation
“For even though I have proclaimed the gospel, I have nothing to boast about; for I am under obligation; for I will have disaster, if I do not proclaim the gospel.”
Explanation:
1.  “For even though I have proclaimed the gospel, I have nothing to boast about.”

a.  Paul makes a concession to himself and to his opponents that even though he has proclaimed the good news message of eternal life in a resurrection body for anyone who would believe in Christ, he does not get the credit; he has nothing to be proud of or brag about.

b.  The credit belongs to God the Holy Spirit, who gave him his spiritual gift and has been his mentor; to God the Son, who gave himself as a substitute for Paul in spiritual death; and to God the Father, who designed this plan for his life in eternity past.


c.  Therefore, Paul has nothing to boast about; for God has done all the work.  Paul has simply been God’s mouthpiece.


d.  The evangelization of the Gentile unbelievers in Corinth was God the Father’s plan.  The motivation to go to Corinth came from God the Holy Spirit.  The ability to understand the gospel and communicate it to others came from God the Holy Spirit.  Paul had nothing to do with any of it.  He was simply God’s agent, God’s instrument.


e.  No communicator of doctrine has the right to ever take any credit to himself for any success he has.  The credit always belongs to God.  Success in the spiritual life is God’s success, which God shares with the believer.


f.  Paul has been very diligent, faithful, and persistent in proclaiming the gospel and evangelizing Gentiles everywhere he has gone, but he has really not done anything special.  The Lord Jesus Christ is the one and only true celebrity of the Church Age.

2.  “For I am under obligation.”

a.  Then Paul goes on to explain why he has done nothing special and should receive no credit—he is under obligation.


b.  The obligation is his spiritual gift of apostleship.



(1)  As an apostle, Paul has the responsibility for carrying the message of the gospel to every person he can: Jew or Gentile, male or female, slave or freeman.



(2)  As an apostle, Paul is given a special ability to go to new lands, new people, new situations and present the offer of eternal salvation for anyone who would believe.



(3)  Paul’s spiritual gift of apostleship gave him the responsibility of taking the message of Christ to others for the rest of his life.



(4)  Paul fulfilled this obligation both in person and in writing.


c.  The obligation was placed on Paul at the moment of his salvation, when God the Son and/or God the Holy Spirit gave Paul his spiritual gift.


d.  Having any spiritual gift is an obligation.



(1)  We are obligated to grow in grace and the knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, so that our spiritual gift will function as a part of the body of Christ.



(2)  Every spiritual gift is needed; therefore, every member of the body of Christ is needed.  Therefore, every believer is under obligation to support other members of the church with their spiritual gift—prayer, giving, helps, encouragement, etc.


(3)  God placed you exactly where you are in space and time as a part of His plan, so that your spiritual gift could be used to benefit other members of the body of Christ in your local church and beyond it.


(4)  You are here for a purpose—your spiritual gift is needed.



(5)  Some believers do not take this obligation seriously, and so God provides additional members of the body of Christ with the same spiritual gift to make up for those who do not take their spiritual gift seriously.



(6)  Those men who have communication spiritual gifts must take their spiritual gifts more seriously than any other members of the body of Christ.  Why?  Because the preparation for the affective use of their spiritual gift takes so long.



(7)  If you have the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher or even think you might have it, then take it very seriously; for your preparation needs to begin immediately.



(8)  If you have a spiritual gift of communication (such as pastor-teacher, evangelist, or missionary), then you are under a very serious obligation, which you had better not take lightly.

3.  “For I will have disaster, if I do not proclaim the gospel.”

a.  Then Paul concludes with an explanation of why those with a spiritual gift of communication had better not take it lightly—they will have disaster, if they do not fulfill their spiritual gift.


b.  Some men spend a lifetime preparing for the ministry and never get the opportunity to use their spiritual gift.  Do they have disaster?  No.



(1)  When a nation is on the decline in negative volition, reversionism, and apostasy, many men with communication gifts are not used.



(2)  They still have the obligation to prepare and be prepared.



(3)  God honors their preparation and readiness to do their job, if needed.



(4)  So, if a man has a communication spiritual gift and does not prepare, just because of massive negative volition in the nation, then he is in the situation described here by Paul.  He will have disaster.


(5)  If a man has prepared for the ministry and then neglects his responsibilities to study and teach as a pastor or evangelist, then he is in the situation described here.  He will have disaster.

c.  Disaster includes:



(1)  Divine discipline for refusal to prepare, to study, and to communicate.



(2)  Loss of blessings in time that come from study of the word of God, such as, occupation with Christ and sharing the happiness of God.



(3)  Loss of blessings in eternity for the man with a communication gift, such as the crown of glory, which is given to the man with a spiritual gift of communication, who prepares and is ready and able to communicate whenever God needs him.


d.  So failure to be prepared and to do your job as unto the Lord is a disaster both in the earthly realm and in the spiritual life for both now and eternity.
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