1 Corinthians 7:7




- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But, however, yet, on the other hand.”  Here the word “However” makes an excellent transition with the idea of a mild contrast.  We also have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb THELW, which means “to wish, to will, to desire.”  Here it means “I wish.”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on in Paul’s thinking.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action of wishing something.


The indicative mood is a potential indicative expressing a wish or impulse.  Wishes expressed by the indicative are incapable of being realized.  This mood is Paul’s desire, which he realizes can never actually happen.

This is followed by the adverbial accusative of reference from the masculine plural adjective PAS and the noun ANTHRWPOS, meaning “all men.”  This accusative functions as the subject of the infinitive that follows, in the classical Greek construction of the accusative-infinitive.

“However, I wish that all men”
- is the present active infinitive from the verb EIMI, meaning “could be.”

The present tense is tendential present, which is used for an action that is contemplated but not actually taking place.


The active voice indicates that all men potentially and hypothetically could produce the action, but do not.


The infinitive is an infinitive of purpose to indicate Paul’s hypothetical wish that all men could be as he is.

Then we have the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “like, as” plus the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the predicate accusative from the masculine singular reflexive pronoun HEMAUTOU, which means “myself.”
“could be as also myself.”
- is the strong adversative conjunction ALLA, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular adjective EKASTOS, meaning “each person” and refers to each Church Age believer.  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb ECHW, meaning “to have.”

The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that every Church Age believer produces the action of having something special.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular adjective IDIOS, meaning “one’s own” plus the noun CHARISMA, which means “gift,” and refers to a spiritual gift given by God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation.  This is followed by the preposition EK plus the ablative of source from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “from the source of God” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.

“But each believer has his own spiritual gift from God,”
 - is the classical Greek construction HO MEN…HO DE, meaning  the one. . . the other.”
  With this we have the adverb HOUTWS, meaning “the one in one way, the other in another.”

1 Cor 7:7 corrected translation
“However, I wish that all men could be as also myself.  But each believer has his own spiritual gift from God, the one in one way, the other in another way.”
Explanation:
1.  “However, I wish that all men could be as also myself.”

a.  The phrase “as also myself” refers to the fact that Paul had the spiritual gift of celibacy and was never married.



(1)  1 Cor 7:8, “But I say to the unmarried and to widows that it is good for them if they remain even as I.”


(2)  1 Cor 9:5, “Do we not have a right to take along a believing wife, even as the rest of the apostles and the brothers of the Lord and Cephas?”

b.  The spiritual gift of celibacy enables believers (both male and female), who have normal sexual ability and a sex drive, not to marry, so that they can devote more time to the execution of God’s plan.


c.  Celibacy is related to the law of supreme sacrifice, where God has special plans for a believer and has provided something better in place of whatever the believer normally would have had.

2.  The Principle of Celibacy is taught in 1 Cor 7:6ff.


a.  1 Cor 7:6-8, “But I am saying this as a concession, not as a command.  However, I wish that all men could be as also myself.  But each believer has his own spiritual gift from God, the one in one way, the other in another way.  But I say to the unmarried and to the widows that [it is] advantageous for them, if they remain as I am.”  Notice that the word “this” in verse 6 looks back to verse two, where Paul introduces the fact that it is admissible to marry or not to marry.  The word “this” also looks forward to what is about to be said in verse 8, that it is advantageous for widows to remain unmarried.


(1)  Paul does not contend that celibacy or single status is holier than marriage.  This is why Paul uses the phrase “by way of concession.”


(2)  The phrase “by way of concession” indicates that there are certain principles for those in single status.  This also indicates that celibacy is definitely not for all believers.  “By way of concession” indicates that there is no mandate in the Word of God that says that all believers should be single or that all should be married.


(3)  Neither celibacy nor single status is spirituality.  But both circumstances demand spirituality and momentum under the protocol plan of God.



(4)  Phil 4:11-12 mandates the principle of being content in your circumstances, whatever they may be.


(5)  1 Cor 7:8 (“But I say to the unmarried and to the widows that [it is] advantageous for them, if they remain as I am.”) is the status quo principle.  There are four circumstances in which the law of status quo applies to a single person.




(a)  The possession of the spiritual gift of celibacy, 1 Cor 7:7.




(b)  The operation of the law of supreme sacrifice, 1 Cor 9:5.




(c)  The older widows, 1 Tim 5: 9-10.




(d)  The eunuch category, Mt 19:10-12, “The disciples said to Him, ‘If the relationship of the man with his wife is like this, it is better not to marry’.  But He said to them, ‘Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given.  For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother’s womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  He who is able to accept this, let him accept it’.”  Not everyone can accept celibacy, but certain people can, such as the examples given in Mt 19:12.



(6)  It is God’s will that some people remain single.  The divine mandate to remain single carries with it certain blessings that are exclusive to that status quo.  God is fair, and those mandated to remain in single status have certain blessings and happiness, which are not available to married persons.




(a)  Paul is not seeking a wife, nor is he bitter toward other believers who are married.  He does not succumb to peer pressure.




(b)  Therefore, Paul was able to devote all his time to studying and teaching.  The single believer has more time, energy, and opportunity to grow in grace and serve the Lord.




(c)  1 Cor 7:32-35 teaches that marriage is a distraction to the spiritual life; therefore, certain things in life have to be done in a state of celibacy.





i.  1 Cor 7:33 teaches that Bible doctrine is automatically reduced to a secondary status in most marriages.





ii.  1 Cor 7:34 says that the wife and Bible doctrine inevitably come into conflict.





iii.  1 Cor 7:35 says that no pastor can put a restraint on anyone in this area of life.


b.  It is God’s will that some believers execute the protocol plan of God and both serve and honor the Lord in single status.  It is also God’s will that some believers do this in marital status.  One is not better than the other.  Marital status is just more complicated in concentrating on the teaching of the Word of God.


c.  To change from single to marital status is a solemn decision, and should never occur apart from careful deliberation in the status of spiritual adulthood.


d.  Time is limited in marital status for the fulfillment of the protocol plan of God.  Time is consumed by the time it takes to make a success of marriage, to train and educate children, to provide for the family.  The single person has more time for the perception and application of doctrine.  Therefore, it takes great organization, wisdom, and planning to manage your time.


e.  Summary.



(1)  If you are a believer in single status, remain single until a change is definitely and clearly the will of God for your life.



(2)  Do not go out and seek a wife.  God always brings the woman to the man.



(3)  Do not panic because of peer pressure.  It is much better to be single than to be married to the wrong person.



(4)  Marriage is a state of terrible suffering, if you are married to the wrong person.



(5)  It is easier to remain single than to get out of a bad marriage.



(6)  To get out of a bad marriage requires one of three things.




(a)  Your spouse dies, and that terminates the marriage.




(b)  Your spouse is guilty of desertion or adultery.




(c)  Legitimate reasons for divorce where the Bible is silent, such as a life-threatening situation or bodily-injury situation exists.



(7)  Take your time about changing your status from single to married or from married to single.

3.  “But each believer has his own spiritual gift from God, the one in one way, the other in another way.”

a.  The Scripture clearly documents the fact all Church Age believers have at least one spiritual gift and that there are different spiritual gifts given to believers.


b.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Mt 19:11-12, “But He said to them, ‘Not all men can accept this statement, but only those to whom it has been given.  For there are eunuchs who were born that way from their mother's womb; and there are eunuchs who were made eunuchs by men; and there are also eunuchs who made themselves eunuchs for the sake of the kingdom of heaven.  He who is able to accept this, let him accept it.”


(2)  Rom 12:6, “Since we have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, each of us is to exercise them accordingly if prophecy, according to the proportion of his faith;”


(3)  1 Cor 12:4, “Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit.”


(4)  1 Cor 12:11, “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”
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