1 Corinthians 7:17




- is the first class conditional particle EI combined with the negative adverb MĒ, which is literally translated, “if not.”  However, in combination they can also mean, “Except” or even “But” as can be seen in the translation of Mt 12:4.
  Why did Paul use this construction rather than ALLA or DE?  Because he has transitioned to a new subject, which is not in contrast to the previous section.  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective EKASTOS, which means “to each one” or “to every one.”

“But to each one”

- is the comparative conjunction HWS, meaning “as” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun KURIOS, meaning “the Lord.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist active indicative from the verb MERIZW, which means “to share something with someone, Lk 12:13; to distribute something to some people, Mk 6:41; to deal out, assign, apportion something to someone.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which places a slight emphasis on the conclusion or the results of a completed action.


The active voice indicates that our Lord has produced the action of sharing, distributing, assigning, apportioning a spiritual life to each believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that our Lord has assigned a station in life to each believer, in which that believer is expected to glorify the Lord.

“as the Lord has assigned”

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular adjective EKASTOS, meaning “each one” plus the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as” with the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to call, invite.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God has produced this action in the past of calling or inviting each of us to believe in Christ and live His spiritual life.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that each of us was invited to believe in Christ and live the spiritual life of Christ.

“as God has called each person”

- is the adverb of manner HOUTWS, translated “in this manner, thus, or so” plus the third person singular present active imperative from the verb PERIPATEW, which literally means “to walk” but is used figuratively for the manner of life that a person lives.


The present tense is a durative present for an action, which began in the past, and continues into the present.


The active voice indicates that each Christian is to produce the action of living the spiritual life assigned to him as a Church Age believer.


The imperative mood is a command, not permission.

“he must keep on walking in this manner.”

 - is the emphatic use of the conjunction KAI, which can be translated, “indeed, truly, really, in fact, certainly.”  With this we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS again, meaning “thus, so, in this manner.”  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the feminine plural article, the noun EKKLĒSIA, and the adjective PAS, meaning “in all the assemblies,” which is a reference to the local churches that Paul has established or at which he has taught.  Finally, we have the first person singular present middle indicative from the verb DIATASSW, which means in the middle voice “to order, command.”


The present tense is a durative present for what began in the past and continues into the present.  It is also a descriptive present for what Paul does now.  It is also a gnomic present for Paul’s widespread custom or practice.


The middle voice represents Paul as participating in the results of the action, as acting in relation to himself, as having a personal interest in the action, and as being intimately involved in the action.  This is an indirect or intensive middle voice, in which Paul acts for himself, upon something belonging to himself (his congregations).


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.
1 Cor 7:17 corrected translation
“But to each one as the Lord has assigned, as God has called each person, he must keep on walking in this manner.  Indeed I command in this manner in all the churches.”
Explanation:
1.  “But to each one as the Lord has assigned, as God has called each person,”

a.  A parallel thought by Paul is taught in Rom 12:3, “Stop thinking of self in terms of arrogance beyond what you ought to think, but think in terms of sanity for the purpose of being rational without illusion, as God has assigned to each one a standard of thinking from doctrine.”


b.  The individuality of salvation, the spiritual life, our spiritual gifts, and our final evaluation is taught in the following passages:



(1)  1 Cor3:5, “What then is Apollos?  And what is Paul?  Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.”



(2)  1 Cor 12:7, “But to each one is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.”



(3)  1 Cor 12:11, “But one and the same Spirit works all these things, distributing to each one individually just as He wills.”



(4)  Eph 4:7, “But to each one of us grace was given according to the measure of Christ's gift.”



(5)  1 Pet 1:17, “And so if you call upon the One who judges impartially according to the action of each man, and you do, live in the sphere of respect during the time of your stay in a foreign country.”


c.  The Corinthians were making a big deal out what group they belonged to.  God makes a big deal out of each one of us individually.


d.  God deals with us as individuals in the royal family.  We are saved individually.  We each receive our very own spiritual gift(s).  We each receive our very own spiritual life.  We each manifest the filling of the Holy Spirit by the use of our spiritual gift in our own way.  We each have an equal individual opportunity to glorify Christ.  We each receive grace blessings from the Lord.  We each will receive an individual evaluation from the Lord, after the Rapture of the Church takes place.


e.  Each of us has been assigned our individual mission in life—the glorification of the Lord Jesus Christ.


f.  Each of us fulfills this mission in different ways, means and manners.  Some do as men; others as women.  Some do as freemen; others as slaves (believers in China).  Some do it as rich; others do it as poor.  Some do it invisibly; others do it visibly.  Some do it in great health; others do it in constant pain.  Some do it with great intellect; others do it with severe mental constraint.


h.  God has invited each one of us to give different testimony in the angelic conflict.  Our Lord needs rich and poor, slave and free, male and female, intelligent and impaired, sick and healthy to testify for Him against Satan.


g.  One testimony is not greater or better or superior to another testimony.  They are all equally important.  The issue is—Is this the testimony of a mature believer in PLĒROMA status?

2.  “he must keep on walking in this manner.”

a.  The principle is—advance to maturity no matter what your circumstances in life.


b.  God does not need to change a person’s circumstances in order to save them.


c.  God does not need to change a person’s circumstances in order to bless them.


d.  God does not always need to change a person’s circumstances in order to cause them to grow up spiritually, though sometimes He does.


e.  We do not have to change the circumstances of our life to advance to maturity, though certain changes (like not perpetually sinning our favorite sin) do help.


f.  Therefore, we are commanded by God to keep living the spiritual life that God has provided for us.


g.  This command is compatible with the statements:



(1)  Of Paul in:




(a)  1 Cor 3:3, “For you are still carnal.  For since there is rivalry and strife among you, are you not carnal ones, in fact walking in the same manner as mankind?”




(b)  2 Cor 4:2, “but we have renounced the things hidden because of shame, not walking in craftiness or adulterating the word of God, but by the manifestation of truth commending ourselves to every man’s conscience in the sight of God.”




(c)  Rom 6:4, “Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”




(d)  Rom 8:4, “so that the requirement of the Law might be fulfilled in us, who do not walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit.”




(e)  2 Cor 5:7, “for we walk by faith, not by sight.”




(f)  Gal 5:16, “But I say, walk by the Spirit, and you will not carry out the desire of the flesh.”




(g)  Gal 5:25, “If we live by the Spirit, let us also walk by the Spirit.”




(h)  Gal 6:16, “And those who will walk by this rule, peace and mercy be upon them, and upon the Israel of God.”




(i)  Eph 2:10, “For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand so that we would walk in them.”




(j)  Eph 4:1, “Therefore I, the prisoner of the Lord, implore you to walk in a manner worthy of the calling with which you have been called,”




(k)  Eph 4:17, “So this I say, and affirm together with the Lord, that you walk no longer just as the Gentiles also walk, in the futility of their mind,”




(l)  Eph 5:2, “and walk in love, just as Christ also loved you and gave Himself up for us, an offering and a sacrifice to God as a fragrant aroma.”




(m)  Eph 5:8, “for you were formerly darkness, but now you are Light in the Lord; walk as children of Light”




(n)  Eph 5:15, “Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as wise,”




(o)  Phil 3:17, “Brethren, join in following my example, and observe those who walk according to the pattern you have in us.”




(p)  Phil 3:18, “For many walk, of whom I often told you, and now tell you even weeping, that they are enemies of the cross of Christ,”




(r)  Col 1:10, “so that you will walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, to please Him in all respects, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;”




(s)  Col 2:6, “Therefore as you have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk in Him,”




(t)  1 Thes 2:12, “so that you would walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.”




(u)  1 Thes 4:1, “Finally then, brethren, we request and exhort you in the Lord Jesus, that as you received from us instruction as to how you ought to walk and please God (just as you actually do walk), that you excel still more.”



(2)  Of John in:




(a)  1 Jn 1:7, “but if we walk in the Light as He Himself is in the Light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin.”




(b)  1 Jn 2:6, “the one who says he abides in Him ought himself to walk in the same manner as He walked.”




(c)  2 Jn 1:4, “I was very glad to find some of your children walking in truth, just as we have received commandment to do from the Father.”




(d)  2 Jn 1:6, “And this is love, that we walk according to His commandments. This is the commandment, just as you have heard from the beginning, that you should walk in it.”




(e)  3 Jn 1:3-4, “For I was very happy when the [pulpit committee] brethren came and testified with reference to the doctrine in you, even as you [also] walk by means of doctrine.  I have no greater happiness than these things which I keep on hearing that my children [congregation] keep on walking in the doctrine.”

3.  “Indeed I command in this manner in all the churches.”

a.  Paul has already alluded to the fact he teaches the same things in all the churches he has established or visits in 1 Cor 4:17, “For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.”


b.  Paul taught the equal privilege and equal opportunity of living the spiritual life in every church he founded and in every church to which he went.


c.  Paul does not mince words here.  He dogmatically declares that this is a command, and one that he gives in every church.


d.  He teaches with dogmatism, authority, and love.  They do go together.  He is not lording his authority over them, but using it properly under the filling of the Spirit, in order that they might grasp the importance of accepting that authority and growing up spiritually because of it.
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