1 Corinthians 7:15




- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” plus the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true.”  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and adjective APISTOS, meaning “the unbeliever.”  This is followed by the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb CHWRIZW, which means “to be separated, divorced.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the unbelieving spouse receives the action of being divorced from the believer in marriage.


The indicative mood with EI introduces the protasis of a first class conditional sentence, meaning that this is in fact what will happen.

“But if the unbeliever divorces, and they will,”

- is the third person singular present passive imperative from the verb CHWRIZW, which means “to separate, to divorce.”


The present tense is an aoristic present states a present fact without reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that the believer receives the action of being divorced from the unbeliever.


The imperative mood is an imperative of permission.

“let him be divorced.”

- is the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun ADELPHOS, meaning “the brother” with the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and the noun ADELPHĒ, meaning “the sister.”  Both of these nouns are technical theological terms for Church Age believers—male and female.  Then we have the objective negative adverb OU, meaning “not” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb DOULOW, which means “to be bound (as a slave);  to be subject to someone.”


The perfect tense is dramatic or aoristic perfect, in which the action is merely stated without reference to a continuing result.  The emphasis is dramatically on the existing state.


The passive voice indicates that the believer, whether male or female, receives the action of not being bound in the state of marriage to the unbeliever who divorces them.  This frees them to remarry.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“The male believer or the female believer is not bound [by the marriage contract]”

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the masculine plural article and demonstrative pronoun TOIOUTOS, which is idiomatic and means “in such cases; under such circumstances.”

 - is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to all three members of the Trinity.  Then we have the third person singular perfect active indicative from the verb KALEW, which means “to summon into court; to call, invite.”


The perfect tense is a consummative perfect of completed action, which emphasizes the past, completed action.


The active voice indicates that God produced this action at some point previously in our lives.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you all.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun EIRĒNĒ, which means “peace, harmony, or prosperity.”  Here it means “in the sphere of harmony.”

1 Cor 7:15 corrected translation
“But if the unbeliever divorces, and he will, let him be divorced.  The male believer or the female believer is not bound [by the marriage contract] under such circumstances.  But God has called you in the sphere of harmony.”
Explanation:
1.  “But if the unbeliever divorces, and he will, let him be divorced.”

a.  In contrast to the unbeliever who wants to stay in the marriage, there are definitely unbelievers who will not want to stay in the marriage.


b.  In this case the believer has permission to allow themselves to be divorced from their former spouse.


c.  Divorce in this case is not a violation of the will of God, and the believer has the right of remarriage, because the unbeliever is the one deserting the marriage.  Whether or not the unbeliever has the right of remarriage is irrelevant.  God’s will for their life has nothing to do with marriage; it has to do with believing in Christ.


d.  Why does God want the unbeliever to leave the believer, if that is what the unbeliever wants?  Because if the unbeliever dislikes their believer spouse that much that they would leave them, then there is probably little chance for that believer spouse to evangelize the unbeliever.  Therefore, it is better for them to leave the marriage and have a chance to be evangelized elsewhere, than to remain in the marriage and become more and more antagonistic to the gospel.


e.  There is also an implication here that the typical marriage between a believer and unbeliever eventually results in spiritual incompatibility to the point that the two people will not have harmony in the marriage.  This is why God cautions strongly against marriage to an unbeliever.  Eventually, they grow to reject the believer and what they stand for, and desert the marriage.


f.  For a Christian, marriage to an unbeliever normally results in emotional heartache, heartbreak, and the breakdown of the marriage.  There are exceptions, but it takes exceptional integrity on the part of both parties to make it work.

2.  “The male believer or the female believer is not bound [by the marriage contract] under such circumstances.”

a.  Divorce is permitted under very limited circumstances in the Bible.  The norm is for better or for worse until death do you part.  Exceptions include physical, mental, and verbal abuse by one’s spouse, drug addiction, alcohol addiction, and criminal activity.  But none of these things give the right of remarriage.


b.  However, when an unbeliever wants to leave a marriage, then they are breaking the marriage contract, and the believer is free to let them depart.


c.  Under these circumstances the believer does not have to contest the divorce or try to win their spouse back.  They are under no obligation to do so.


d.  The believer has the right to let the unbelieving spouse go, but not the right to initiate the divorce.


e.  The believer also has the right of remarriage, if the unbeliever is the one who wants to leave and break the marriage contract.


f.  No believer has the right to do anything to try and drive their spouse away in a marriage.  That is a divorce gimmick, and any believer who does so does not have the right of remarriage.

3.  “But God has called you in the sphere of harmony.”

a.  God has invited us to believe in Christ and restore the status of peace, harmony, and prosperity between God and man.


b.  The same is true in marriage.  God has designed the divine institution of marriage to be a state of peace, harmony, and prosperity for the two people in marriage.


c.  As long as the status of peace, harmony, and prosperity can be maintained in the marriage, then the Christian should stay married to the unbeliever and the unbeliever will probably want to remain in the marriage.


d.  But invariably the unbeliever becomes antagonistic to the believer, 2 Cor 6:14, “Stop becoming mismatched with unbelievers.  For what sort of sharing [occurs] between righteousness and lawlessness or what sort of fellowship [does] light [have] with darkness?”

e.  Harmony is the state of mental agreement about: priorities in life, the standards by which one lives, and the values of a married couple.


f.  When there is disagreement in any of these areas, then disharmony normally results.


g.  This disharmony usually grows and gets worse instead of better in a marriage, because the standards of God and the standards of Satan are mutually exclusive.


h.  Whether the believer likes it or not, the unbeliever will slowly but surely attempt to bring the believer down to their level.  It is much more difficult to bring the unbeliever up to the standards and values of the believer.  This can only be done through faith in Christ and the filling of the Holy Spirit plus doctrine circulating in the stream of conscious thoughts.


i.  So harmony for the believer is demanded by God as a part of unconditional impersonal love toward all.  But there is no such command for the unbeliever in marriage, and this makes it especially difficult for the Christian woman, who is trying to obey God in all things and obey her husband, whose standards may be contrary to the word of God.
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