1 Corinthians 7:11




- this statement is parenthetical.  This begins with the adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” plus the third class conditional particle EAN, meaning “if, maybe its true and maybe it is not.”  Then we have the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” followed by the third person singular aorist passive subjunctive from the verb CHWRIZW, which means “to separate oneself, to be separated in the sense of divorce.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the wife receives the action of being divorced from her husband.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to introduce a conditional clause to express a probable future condition.  It is translated “if she should be divorced.”

“But even if she should be divorced,” 

- is the third person singular present active imperative from the verb MENW, which means “to remain.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event or as a present fact without any reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the divorced wife produces the action.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command.  It is translated “she must remain.”

Verbs that express a state of being rather than action are called copulative verbs and take a predicate nominative as their object rather than a noun in the accusative case.  Therefore, we have the predicate nominative feminine singular from the noun AGAMOS, meaning “unmarried.”

“she must remain unmarried”

- is the coordinating conjunction Ē, meaning “or” plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article used as a personal pronoun meaning “her” with the noun ANĒR, meaning “husband.”  Then we have the third person singular aorist passive imperative from the verb KATALLASSW, which means “to be reconciled.”  This is the same word Paul uses in Rom 5:10 for the believer being reconciled to God.


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which views the action in its entirety with no reference to its beginning, end, progress, or result.  The action is simply stated as a fact.


The passive voice indicates that the wife receives the action of being reconciled to her husband.  This does not indicate who is at fault.  Either party can be at fault or both can be at fault.  The fact stated here is that the wife receives the reconciliation, which neither places her at fault or the man at fault.


The imperative mood is an imperative of command in the third person singular.  The parenthetical statement ends here.

“or she must be reconciled to her husband)”

 - is the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular noun ANĒR, which means “the husband.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun GUNĒ, meaning “the wife.”  Finally, we have the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” and the present active infinitive from the verb APHIĒMI, which means “send away; to divorce.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the husband produces the action.


The infinitive is used in the Attic Greek accusative-infinitive construction as a substantival infinitive, in which the infinitive is used as a modifier of the main verb.  The infinitive is used here to explain, limit, or modify the main verb PARAGGELLW (to give orders; to command; forbid) in verse 10.

“and the husband must not divorce the wife.”
1 Cor 7:11 corrected translation
“(But even if she should be divorced, she must remain unmarried or she must be reconciled to her husband.) and the husband must not divorce the wife.”
Explanation:
1.  “(But even if she should be divorced,”

a.  Notice first and foremost that the woman does have the right of divorce under Church doctrine.  This is not just the prerogative of the man.  Both the man and the woman have the right to walk away from the marriage if they so desire.


b.  The woman has the free will to make the decision to get married.  It is her decision, not the man’s.


c.  She also has the free will to make the decision to leave the marriage.  The woman does not lose her free will just because she gets married.


d.  However, if the woman leaves the marriage and receives a divorce, then she only has two options for the rest of her life.

2.  “she must remain unmarried or she must be reconciled to her husband.)”

a.  The first option for the woman after divorce is that she remains unmarried.



(1)  A woman who walks away from a marriage for any other reason other than adultery on the part of her husband, desertion by her husband, or the death of her husband does not have the right of remarriage.



(2)  In all other cases, regardless of the abuse of the husband, the wife does not have the right of remarriage.



(3)  Walking out on a marriage because you are bored, because it wasn’t what you thought it would be, because the guy you married never acted like that before you were married, because you realized you wanted to have more fun before settling down, does not give you the right of remarriage.



(4)  There are many reasons for people wanting to divorce, but few things give the right of remarriage (desertion, adultery, death, the divorce gimmick).



(5)  In the case of desertion and death, the possibility of reconciliation is remote.  But in the case of adultery the possibility of reconciliation is much, if and only if both believers trying to be reconciled to each other are advancing spiritually and restoring the virtue, honor, and integrity in their soul.



(6)  Once you decide to divorce, ladies, you have no right of remarriage, which means you have no right to sex outside of marriage.  So if you divorce to spite the man, then you are also destroying yourself.  For he will have the right of remarriage, and you will not.



(7)  As hard as it is to do, you must never make a divorce decision based upon your emotions.  You will make the wrong decision every time.


b.  The second option for the woman after divorce is that she be reconciled to her husband.



(1)  Both the woman and the man are to be active parties in seeking the reconciliation.



(2)  Both receive reconciliation from the other, but both parties seek the reconciliation.



(3)  The person who refuses to do anything until the other party first says they are sorry and makes amends is arrogant and has not learned to first thing about forgiveness of others, personal love for God or unconditional love for others.



(4)  The major issue in reconciliation is forgiveness.  We are commanded to forgive as Christ forgave.  That means setting the past aside, forgetting about it, and moving on.  We must do to others what God does to us when we rebound.  We must forget the past and keep moving.  This is a tough thing to do, but not impossible to do, because we have the filling of the Holy Spirit to help us.



(5)  There are three steps in reconciliation.




(a)  Reconciliation cannot begin for either party until there is forgiveness.




(b)  Reconciliation continues with the reestablishment of virtue in the soul of both parties.  Virtue includes not holding a grudge against the other person for past wrongs they have done.




(c)  Reconciliation requires reacquaintance with your spouse.  Your spouse will have changed because of the separation.  They will have gotten either better or worse.  You had better find out which way things went before you decide to reconcile.




(d)  Once the decision to reconcile is made, you are once again committed till death do you part.

3.  “and the husband must not divorce the wife. ”

a.  The same demands placed on the wife are placed on the husband.


b.  The man does not have the freedom to discard his wife, when he gets tired of her and trade her in on a new model.  The new models are never built as well in the soul anyway—the doctrine of the perpetual degeneracy of the human race.


c.  The husband only has the right of divorce for two reasons:



(1)  His wife was consistently and habitually unfaithful to him in adultery.  Even this can be overcome by the mature believer who applies doctrine; for the ten problem solving devices are greater than any problem in life.



(2)  His wife leaves him and refuses to come back.  This is the case of desertion and gives him the full right of remarriage.


d.  In all other cases, and for all other reasons, the man does not have the right of divorce.  You asked her to marry you.  She said yes, and now you want to dump her?  You have no right to do so.


e.  Once you ask a woman to marry you, you have committed your word, your honor, your integrity, your enduring devotion to that woman.  You can’t just quit.  Quitters never win in the spiritual life, and winners never quit, they just keep rebounding and moving forward.


f.  If you do divorce, then as a man, you have the same obligations to attempt to reconcile with your former wife.


g.  So if you divorce your wife for any reason other than adultery and desertion by her, then you have no right of remarriage, which also means no right to sex outside of marriage.

4.  Therefore, marriage is the greatest human commitment in life.  For two believers it is the testimony of the undying bond between God and the believer.  This is why God takes marriage so seriously, and so must we.  Consequently, do not enter into marriage lightly without great thought and consideration.  Never enter marriage based on emotion or sexual desire.  And never get out of marriage because of an emotional decision like boredom, anger, hatred, antagonism, frustration, etc.
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