1 Corinthians 6:3




- is the strong adversative negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” plus the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know” and the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which indicates the content of what we know.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which emphasizes the continuing results of some action that was completed in the past.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers should have produced this action of knowing something.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which indicates that there is factual information in answer to this question.

“Do you not know that”

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun AGGELOS, which means “the angels.”  With this we have the first person plural future active indicative from the verb KRINW, which is used of “men, who have been divinely commissioned to judge: the 12 apostles judge the 12 tribes Mt 19:28; Lk 22:30.  But here KRINW could have the broader sense rule (cf. Ps 2:10).  The one who is physically uncircumcised will sit in judgment upon you, Rom 2:27.  The saints as judges of the cosmos 1 Cor 6:2.  On the saints as co-rulers with God and co-rulers of the angels, 1 Cor 6:3.”
  Therefore, the correct meaning here is both “to judge” and “to rule.”


The future tense is a predicative future, which affirms what will take place in the future.


The active voice indicates that members of the royal family of God will produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of fact.

“we will judge angels,”

 - is really the adverb of comparison  used in an elliptical expression, meaning “not to mention, let alone”
 or “a marker of emphasis, involving some degree of contrast and/or comparison - ‘how much more.’”
  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural adjective BIWTIKOS, which means “belonging to daily life; hence, ordinary matters, quarrels in daily life which, in contrast to grave offenses, are not to be brought to court, but settled at home.”
  “Moulton and Milligan illustrate the word from phrases in the papyri, e.g., “business documents; business concerning my livelihood; stories of ordinary life.”

1 Cor 6:3 corrected translation
“Do you not know that we will judge angels, not to mention ordinary matters of daily life?”
Explanation:
1.  “Do you not know that we will judge angels?”

a.  Most commentators have little or nothing to say on this verse because they cannot decide if it refers to the fallen angels, the elect angels, or both.



(1)  One of the best modern commentaries is The New International Commentary on the New Testament.  The First Epistle to the Corinthians was done by Gordon Fee, 1987, and he says very little.  “This [question] probably reflects an apocalyptic motif [Translated into real English he is saying that the question of judging angels refers to something that happens during the Tribulation.] as to the judgment of fallen angels…  So inclusive will be our participation in God’s eschatological judgment that not only the world but even the angels will be judged by the newly formed eschatological people of God.”  Evidently he sees no rulership of the Church with Christ over elect angels for all of eternity future as a part of meaning of the word KRINW, “to judge.”



(2)  R. C. H. Lenski in his Commentary on the New Testament (1928), says, “Regarding the judging of angels compare Isa 24:21; 2 Pet 2:4; and Jude 6,” but he concludes by agreeing with another commentator, Osiander, “In what this judging consists,…, we must leave until the great act takes place.”




(a)  Isa 24:21, “So it will happen in that day [the context refers to the Tribulation], That the Lord will punish the host of heaven on high [considering the context, this can only refer to the fallen angels, and undoubtedly to the casting of Satan and all demons out of the second heaven to the earth midway through the Tribulation], and the kings of the earth on earth.”




(b)  2 Pet 2:4, “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment.”  This is a reference to the fallen angels of Gen 6 who had sexual intercourse with human females to corrupt the true humanity of the human race, in order to prevent the first advent of Christ.




(c)  Jude 6, “and the angels who did not stay in their own sphere of authority, but abandoned their own dwelling place, He [the Lord Jesus Christ] has guarded in eternal chains under darkness for the judgment of the great day.”  This also refers to the fallen angels of Gen 6, who have been in prison in Tartarus until they are judged at the Last Judgment.




(d)  Therefore, according to Lenski believers may be involved in casting the demons out of their heavenly abode during the Tribulation and may sit on the final tribunal with Christ to judge the fallen angels who broke the rules of the appeal trial of human history, but he is not certain.



(3)  Heinrich Meyer, in his Critical and Exegetical Commentary on the New Testament, (1877), said, “That angels themselves shall come within the sphere of the judicial activity of glorified believers, is stated here as a proposition established to the believing consciousness of the readers [which means the believers in Corinth understand and accepted what Paul was saying], –a proposition, the ground for which is to be found in the fact that in Christ, whose glorified saints will reign with Him, is given the absolute right, and consequently, the highest judicial court of resort, even as regards the world of angels, from the jurisdiction of which not even the loftiest of created beings can be excepted.  There is nothing of a more detailed nature on this subject in the N.T.; but compare in general Heb 1:14, according to which their service must be one for which they are to render an account; and Gal 1:8.”




(a)  Heb 1:14, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent out to render service for the sake of those who will inherit salvation?”  Meyer asks us to compare this verse, which contributes absolutely nothing to the explanation or interpretation of 1 Cor 6:3.




(b)  Gal 1:8, “But even if we or an angel from heaven should proclaim a message contrary to the message which we proclaimed to you, let him be under a divine curse.”  This is a hypothetical condition, which may not take place, and even if it did take place, the proclamation of false doctrine would come from fallen angels, who are already under a curse.  So this verse contributes nothing to our understanding of 1 Cor 6:3 either.



(4)  The International Critical Commentary volume on First Corinthians, 1911,  by Archibald Robertson and Alfred Plummer helps us much more.  It says, “He [Christ] ‘judges,’ i.e., rules over angels and the saints share in that rule.  The words may mean…that angels will then be judged, and that the saints will take part in sentencing them.”  Then they back off and state, “To press the statement in such a way as to raise the question of the exact nature, scope, or details, of the judgment of angels, is to go altogether beyond the Apostle’s purpose.”  So they leave us without an answer either.



(5)  John MacArthur, in his commentary on First Corinthians, 1984, p. 138, says, “The fallen angels will be judged by the Lord (2 Pet 2:4; Jude 6), but we are not told if believers will participate in that judgment.  The Greek (KRINW) for “judge” can also mean “to rule or govern.”  That certainly would be the meaning if we are to have authority over the holy angels, for they will have no sin for which to be condemned.  One cannot be dogmatic, but I am inclined to think that glorified believers will help judge the fallen angels and exercise some rule over the holy angels.  If Christ was exalted above all the angels (Eph 1:20-23), if we are in Him and are like Him, and if we are to reign with Him, it must be that somehow we will share in His authority.”



(6)  Charles Hodge, in his Commentary on the First Epistle to the Corinthians, 1980, in a few words captured the whole and correct teaching of Scripture with regard to this subject.  “As, according to Scripture, only the fallen angels are to be judged in the last day, most commentators suppose the word [“angels”] must here be restricted to that class.  Not only men, but also fallen angels are to stand before that tribunal on which Christ and his church shall sit in judgment.  If agreeably to the constant usage of the Scriptures, according to which the word when unqualified means good angels, it be understood of that class here, then the explanation is probably to be sought in the comprehensive sense of the word to judge.  As kings were always judges, and as the administration of justice was one of the principal functions of their office, hence to rule and to judge are in Scripture often convertible terms.  To judge Israel, and to rule Israel, mean the same thing.  And in Mt 19:28, “sitting on twelve thrones judging the twelve tribes of Israel,” means presiding over the twelve tribes.  So in the case before us, “Know ye not that we are to be exalted above the angels, and preside over them; shall we not then preside over earthly things?’  This explanation avoids the difficulty of supposing that the good angels are to be called into judgment; and is consistent with what the Bible teaches of the subordination of angels to Christ, and to the church in him.”


b.  So what is the meaning of the phrase we will judge angels?  It is twofold.



(1)  The royal family of God—all Church Age believers—will participate with our Lord Jesus Christ in the judgment of Satan and the fallen angels.  This judgment will take place on three occasions.




(a)  We are in union with Christ and will agree with Him on the removal of Satan and all demons from heaven midway through the Tribulation on earth.





i.  The Rapture of the Church takes place at some unknown time in the future.





ii.  All believers are brought before the evaluation throne of Christ for evaluation of how we lived the spiritual life of the Church Age.





iii.  Satan will most likely be there to accuse us, as he has done in the past.





iv.  After his accusations have been heard and dismissed by the Lord (since He paid the full penalty for our sins), Satan is thrown out of court and cast down to earth.





v.  We, the Church, will fully agree with our defense attorney, the Lord that the accusations from our accuser are false and the case should be dismissed.  Once the case is dismissed, there is no longer any need for the accuser to remain in the court.  Therefore, we will agree with our Lord in the judgment that Satan and fallen angels should be removed from our presence to the earth.




(b)  We, who are in union with Christ, will then join our Lord in the judgment of Satan and the fallen angels at the Second Advent and agree with the judgment that they should all be imprisoned for a thousand years, in order to leave the human race alone during the millennial reign of our Lord.




(c)  We, the Church, who remain in union with Christ forever, will finally join our Lord in the judgment of Satan and the fallen angels at the Last Judgment, when they are sentenced to the eternal lake of fire.  It is even quite possible that we, being now superior to angels in resurrection bodies, will administer or carry out the punishment of being able to cast at least one fallen angel into the lake of fire.



(2)  The royal family of God will then rule forever with Christ.




(a)  Elect angels will then be our servants forever.




(b)  We will have a superior body to the elect angels.




(c)  We will be in union with Christ as the bride of Christ forever.  Therefore, we will be superior to all angels as Christ is superior to all angels, and we will rule with Him forever.  We will judge angels forever in the sense of ruling elect angels.

2.  “not to mention ordinary matters of daily life.”


a.  Obviously if we can sit on the greatest court ever to sit in judgment in human history, whether in heaven or upon earth, then obviously we can judge the ordinary matters of daily life.


b.  Paul goes to the greatest extremes in human history to prove his point.  The greatest court to ever sit in creature history will be the final court of the Last Judgment.  All members of the royal family of God will be members of that court.


c.  Not only that but we will probably sit in judgment with Christ at the Second Advent, when all unbelievers on the earth are removed in the baptism of fire.


d.  Therefore, we are certainly qualified to sit in judgment and decide the most insignificant matters of human life, when two believers disagree.


e.  Since we will judge all unbelievers both in time (the Second Advent) and in eternity (the Last Judgment), what are we doing going to them for judgment of our differences?


f.  Unbelievers settle their differences through law.  Believers must settle their differences through grace—unconditional impersonal love toward all mankind motivated by our personal love for God and occupation with Christ.  Our standard is far higher than any human court of law.
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