1 Corinthians 6:16




 - is the disjunctive particle Ē, meaning “or” plus the objective negative adverb OUK, meaning “not” with the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “to know, understand, recognize.”


The perfect tense is perfect in form but functions as a present tense.  Paul is asking if the Corinthians have not learned something in the past and recognize now that something is true.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to have produced this action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in questions in which factual information can answer the question.

Then we have the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that,” which indicates the content of what the Corinthians are suppose to know, understand, and recognize.

“Or do you not understand that”

- is the nominative masculine singular present passive articular participle from the verb KOLLAW, which in the passive voice means “to join oneself to, join, or cling to, to associate with.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and should be translated “the one who.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents the action as a simple event without any reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates the subject receives the action of being joined with a prostitute or someone in sexual immorality and immoral degeneracy.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this we have the dative of indirect object from the feminine singular article and noun PORNOS, which means “prostitute, harlot,” that is, a woman who worked as a temple-prostitute.

“the one who joins himself to a female temple prostitute”

- is the predicate nominative from the neuter singular adjective HEIS, meaning “one” plus the noun SWMA, meaning “body.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a universal truth.


The active voice indicates that the person who does this produces the action.


The indicative mood is an interrogative indicative, which is used in a simple question that can be answered by providing factual information.

“is one body?”

- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person plural future deponent middle indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “will be.”


The future tense is a gnomic future, which states what will always happen, if the proper conditions are present, or what will always be true under given circumstances.


The deponent middle is middle in form but active in meaning—the man and the woman engaged in sexual intercourse produce the action of becoming one flesh.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHĒMI, which means “to say, affirm” and introduces direct discourse or a quotation.


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists.  Scripture makes this statement and the word of God remains forever.


The active voice indicates that the word of God produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a direct statement of Scripture—the reality of what God thinks.

 - is the nominative subject from the masculine plural article and the cardinal number DUO, meaning “the two” and referring to the two people involved.  With this we have the preposition EIS plus the predicate accusative from the feminine singular noun SARX and the cardinal adjective HEIS, meaning “one flesh.”  

1 Cor 6:16 corrected translation
“Or do you not understand that the one who joins himself to a female temple prostitute is one body?  For it [Scripture] says, ‘The two will be one flesh.’”
Explanation:
1.  The principle of two people being one flesh through sexual intercourse is taught throughout Scripture.


a.  Gen 2:24, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh.”


b.  Mt 19:5, “and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh’?”

c.  Mk 10:8, “and the two shall become one flesh; so they are no longer two, but one flesh.”


d.  Eph 5:31, “For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and shall be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.”

2.  The divine standard is simply stated these four times in Scripture—when two people engage in sexual intercourse, then God considers the two people as one flesh.


a.  The word SARX or flesh is used many times in Scripture in reference to the old sin nature.


b.  So when two people engage in sexual intercourse, their two sin natures have merged into one.


c.  Both free wills have merged in agreement that they want to commit this sin; therefore, the two have become one flesh.


d.  In the case of two unbelievers in marriage, the sin nature is not an issue.  It is simply a matter of volition.  There are two volitions or two free wills, which have agreed to join together in the act of sexual intercourse as the recreational pleasure of marriage.  There is no sin involved, but the two have become one flesh or one body.


e.  In the case of two believers in marriage, again the sin nature is not an issue.  In this case, the two volitions have joined together in the recreational pleasure of marriage to glorify God.  There is no sin involved.


f.  Therefore, in all cases of sexual intercourse, when two people participate in sex, then the two have become one physical body in the eyes of God.

3.  Therefore, the believer, whose body now belongs to God because each member of the Trinity indwells his body, must not join that body with another person outside of marriage in an act of sin.  This is especially true of a demon-possessed temple prostitute.


a.  God can have nothing to do with sin.


b.  God can have nothing to do with human good.


c.  God can have nothing to do with evil.


d.  God can have nothing to do with demon influence or demon possession.


e.  God can have nothing to do with the worship of demons.


f.  God can have nothing to do with sexual sins.


g.  Therefore, the believer, who is indwelt with God, can have nothing to do with these things either.


h.  This is why the rebound technique is so critical to the spiritual life of the Church Age believer; for it is the only means of perpetuating the spiritual life once we have gotten ourselves out of fellowship with God.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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