1 Corinthians 5:3




- is the nominative subject from the first person singular pronoun EGW, meaning “I” plus the Attic Greek particle MEN, used in combination with the conjunction DE, meaning “on the one hand…on the other hand.”  With this we have the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For.”  “For I, on the one hand,”
- is the nominative first person singular present active participle from the verb APEIMI, which means “to be absent, to be away.”


The descriptive present tense describes what is now going on.  Paul is absent from the Corinthian church.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The participle is concessive, which indicates the unfavorable circumstances despite which the action of the main verb takes place.  The word “although” will be used in the translation to bring out the idea of concession.

With this participle we have the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “in body.”  The instrumental of manner indicates the manner in which the action of being absent is carried out.  It indicates a circumstance, which accompanies the action of the participle.  In English we would say, “although absent physically.”
- is the mild adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “but” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be present.”


The descriptive present tense describes what is now going on.  Paul is present in spirit in the Corinthian church.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

With this participle we have the instrumental of manner from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “in spirit.”  The instrumental of manner indicates the manner in which the action of being present is carried out.  It indicates a circumstance, which accompanies the action of the participle.  In English we would say, “but present spiritually.”
- is the temporal adverb ĒDĒ, which means “already, now.”  With this we have the first person singular perfect active indicative from the verb KRINW, which means “to separate; to judge, to hand over for judicial punishment; to reach a decision on; to condemn.”


The perfect tense is a dramatic perfect, in which the perfect tense is used to bring a past event vividly and dramatically into the present.  Like the intensive perfect the emphasis is on the existing state.


The active voice indicates that Paul has produced the action of all of the meanings of this verb.  He reached a decision in his own thinking.  That decision was to separate the believer from the local church and hand him over to the supreme court of heaven for condemnation and judicial punishment.

The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of Paul’s thinking, decision, and action.  It is translated “I have already judged, condemned, and handed him over for judicial punishment.”  All three actions are contained within this one verb.
- is the comparative use of the conjunction HWS, meaning “as though” or “as if” plus the nominative masculine singular present active participle from the verb PAREIMI, which means “to be present.”


The descriptive present tense describes what is now going on hypothetically.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action hypothetically.


The participle is conditional, and translated with HWS, “as if I were present.”
 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular articular aorist deponent middle participle from the verb KATERGAZOMAI, which means “achieve, accomplish, do, or commit.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, and is translated “the one who.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers all the actions of the incestuous believer into a singular whole but regards them from the viewpoint of their existing results.


The deponent middle voice is middle in form but active in meaning the incestuous believer producing the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the adverb of manner HOUTWS, which means “in this manner, thus, so” plus the accusative direct object from the neuter singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this” and referring to the incest of the Corinthian believer.

1 Cor 5:3 corrected translation
“For I, on the one hand, although absent physically, but present spiritually, have already judged, condemned, and handed over for judicial punishment as if I were present this one who in this manner committed this.”
Explanation:
1.  Paul exercises his function as an apostle over all the churches by passing judgment upon the behavior of the incestuous believer.


a.  As an apostle, Paul has authority over all the churches.  This is true of all of the other apostles as well.  A comparison of the following passages shows that Paul and John both had authority over a number of churches.



(1)  1 Cor 7:17, “Only, as the Lord has assigned to each one, as God has called each, in this manner let him walk. And so I direct in all the churches.”



(2)  1 Cor 16:1, “Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I directed the churches of Galatia, so do you also.”



(3)  2 Cor 11:28, “Apart from such external things, there is the daily pressure on me of concern for all the churches.”



(4)  Rev 1:4, “John to the seven churches that are in Asia: Grace to you and peace, from Him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven Spirits who are before His throne,”



(5)  Rev 1:11, “saying, ‘Write in a book what you see, and send it to the seven churches: to Ephesus and to Smyrna and to Pergamum and to Thyatira and to Sardis and to Philadelphia and to Laodicea.’”


(6)  Rev 1:20, “As for the mystery of the seven stars which you saw in My right hand, and the seven golden lampstands: the seven stars are the angels of the seven churches, and the seven lampstands are the seven churches.”


b.  It did not matter that Paul was not physically present.  He received a true report from several eyewitnesses, not the least of whom was Apollos the pastor of Corinth.


c.  Even though not physically present at that moment, Paul was present spiritually.  He still had the spiritual authority and responsibility to make a decision and pass judgment in this case.


d.  Paul was impartial, fair, and objective in his decision.  Paul may or may not have known the man personally.  It doesn’t matter.  The important issue is that Paul did what had to be done to guard the spiritual integrity of the local church in their witness to the pagan society of Corinth.


e.  Paul listened to all the evidence, thought about the ramifications and implications of the incestuous believer’s conduct, and then made his decision.  His decision was that the man should be removed from the fellowship of the congregation until such time as he rebounded and began his reversion recovery.


f.  Then Paul turned the matter over to the supreme court of heaven for execution of judicial punishment.  Notice that Paul simply separated the man from the congregation with no further punishment.  The actual punishment was up to God.  Paul did not get in God’s way or recommend any particular punishment.  Paul did not usurp the authority of God, nor insert himself into the process of divine punishment.


g.  Paul did exactly what he would have done had he been physically present.

2.  Temporal judgment comes from spiritual leadership in a local church, but punishment comes from God.


a.  All a local church has the right to do is ask people to leave.  Beyond that it has no judicial right of punishment.


b.  All punishment belongs to God.  It is arrogance to assume the prerogatives of God.


c.  Believers should be removed from the fellowship of  a local church for:



(1)  Gossip, slander, maligning others in the congregation.



(2)  Theft of church funds.



(3)  The open practice of evil sexual sins, such as: rape, incest, pederasty, necrophilia, homosexuality and lesbianism.



(4)  Murder, kidnapping.


d.  Believers should be restored to the fellowship of a local church immediately upon the use of rebound and the beginning of reversion recovery.  This is a demonstration of grace.


e.  No believer should be removed from a local church apart from the independent testimony of at least two witnesses.


f.  The pastor of the church is the final authority in making the decision to exclude a believer from the church and to permit their return.
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