1 Corinthians 3:9




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “belonging to God or God’s.”  Then we have the first person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: we are.”

The present tense is a gnomic or static present used to express a state or condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that Paul and Apollos produce the action of being something belonging to God.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

This is followed by the predicate nominative from the masculine plural adjective SUNERGOS, used as a substantive.  It means “helper, fellow-worker, or co-workers.”  Paul refers to those who helped him in spreading the gospel as “his fellow-workers” in Rom 16:3, 9, 21; Phil 2:25; 4:3; Phlm 1, 24; “co-workers in the Kingdom of God,” Col 4:11; “fellow-worker among you,” 2 Cor 8:23; “God’s helper in the gospel,” 1 Thes 3:2; “we are working with you to bring you joy,” 2 Cor 1:24 “that we may be helpers of the truth,” 3 Jn 8.”

- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “belonging to God or God’s” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular noun GEWRGION, which means “a cultivated field.”
– is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun 

THEOS, meaning “belonging to God or God’s” plus the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun OIKODOMĒ, which is used:


1.  For a “building as a process, construction”


a.  It is used literally in non-biblical literature for construction and for a building.



b.  It is used figuratively of spiritual strengthening: edifying, edification, building up. 




(1)  It is used in an active sense “for the building up of the church 1 Cor 14:12; 2 Cor 12:19.  It is used absolutely “for edification,” Rom 15:2; 1 Cor 14:26; cf. Eph 4:29.  Paul has received his authority from the Lord “for building up and not for tearing down” 2 Cor 13:10; cf. 10:8; “what makes for the edification of each other,” Rom 14:19.  The abstract idea is used for the concrete idea in 1 Cor 14:3, “the one who prophesies speaks words that edify.”



(2)  It is used in a passive sense: “receive edification, be edified,” 1 Cor 14:5; “that the body of Christ might be built up,” Eph 4:12; “for its own edification” 4:16.


2.  It means “building, edifice,” as the result of construction.



a.  Used literally of the various buildings in the temple area Mk 13:1f. Mt 24:1.



b.  The following passages are quite non-literal: you are God’s building 1 Cor 3:9.  In Eph 2:21 the Christian community is called an more definitely a  which is erected on the foundation of the apostles and prophets with Christ Jesus as the cornerstone.  Figuratively, in another way, it is used of the glorified body of the departed Christian “we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,” 2 Cor 5:1.”

With this we have the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be: you are.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative of a dogmatic statement of fact.

1 Cor 3:9 corrected translation
“For we are God’s co-workers; you are God’s cultivated field, God’s building.”
Explanation:
1.  “For we are God’s co-workers;”

a.  This same concept is also mentioned by Paul in 2 Cor 6:1, “And working together with Him, we also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain.”

b.  Communicators of the gospel and Church Age doctrine are fellow-workers or co-workers with God the Holy Spirit and the Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  We are all part of the team, and all have functions on the team.  This will be a major subject of this letter because of the problem the Corinthians were having with inordinate ambition and inordinate competition.


d.  The Corinthians thought they were as good as, if not better than other believers.  This was due to the fantastic manifestation of spiritual gifts that took place within their congregation.  The operation of the spiritual gifts went to their heads.


e.  So thinking they were better, they split into factions, which then began arguing with each other over who was best.


f.  This led to each faction claiming a special relationship with a leader.


g.  This phrase in no way implies that we help God.  That is a blasphemous thought.  God does not need our help.  We need His help.


h.  However, in grace as a manifestation of His love, He permits us to work on His behalf to accomplish His will.


i.  God delegates His authority to certain men to be leaders in His local churches.  This is the God-given delegated authority to the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher.  The pastor in turn delegates some of his God-given authority to other people in the local church for the administration of that church.


j.  In addition, God the Holy Spirit gives various spiritual gifts to every member of the royal family of God, so that they can exercise their spiritual gifts within the structure and authority of the local church as a help to that local church.


k.  This results in an entire system of believers working together as a team to achieve the objectives of the Chief Executive Officer, our Lord Jesus Christ.

2.  “you are God’s cultivated field,”

a.  Having used an analogy to describe himself and Apollos on the one hand, Paul now turns to another analogy to describe the Corinthians on the other hand.


b.  The analogy compares the Corinthians to the plants growing in the field.  They are not the land or dirt, but the crops growing in the field.


c.  This follows Paul’s previous analogy, in which Paul planted and Apollos watered, but God the Holy Spirit caused the growth.


d.  The result of the work of God the Holy Spirit and the Lord’s co-workers are that the crops are growing.


e.  All plants grow at various rates, depending on the amount of water, light, and nutrients they receive.  Growth in the spiritual life is no different.


f.  The water we receive is the teaching of the word of God.  The light we receive is the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.  The nutrients we receive are the momentum tests, which move us along in the spiritual life.

3.  “you are God’s building.”  This is a reference to the edification complex of the soul.

See the Doctrine of the Edification Complex of the Soul from R. B. Thieme, Jr. Bible Ministries.
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