1 Corinthians 3:19




- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun SOPHIA, meaning “the wisdom.”  With this we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun KOSMOS, meaning “of the world,” which is used as a technical term for Satan’s cosmic system.  Then we have the possessive genitive from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  The phrase is translated “For the wisdom of this world.”
- is the predicate nominative from the feminine singular noun MWRIA, which means “foolishness, nonsense, makes no sense and is used generally of worldly wisdom as in our verse.  Conversely, to all those who are unbelievers (1 Cor 1:18) and especially to the Gentiles (1 Cor 3:23), the Christian preaching of a Savior who died a slave’s death on the cross was foolishness.  It has pleased God to save the believers “through the foolishness of the verbal proclamation” (1 Cor 1:21).  The soulish man rejects the things of the spirit as “foolishness” (1 Cor 2:14).
  With this we have the figurative use of the preposition PARA plus the locative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “before God” in the sense of “in the sight of God” or “in the judgment of God.”  Finally, we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”


The present tense is a gnomic or static present for a condition or state that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the wisdom of the cosmic system produces the action of being foolishness in God’s judgment.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.
- is the explanatory use of the postpositive conjunctive particle GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb GRAPHW, which means “to be written: it stands written.”


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which conveys the idea of a present state resulting from a past action.


The passive voice indicates that the following statement of the word of God receives the action of having been written as Scripture.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality of what God has already stated concerning the wisdom of the cosmic system.

- is the nominative masculine singular articular present deponent middle/passive participle from the verb DRASSOMAI, which means “to catch, seize” someone, and is used metaphorically in the sense of “to trap.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “He is the one who.”  It is a reference to God.


The present tense is a gnomic present, which is used to express a state or condition, which perpetually exists and is a universal truth.


The deponent middle/passive is middle/passive in form, but active in meaning.  God produces the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

 - is the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and adjective SOPHOS, meaning “the wise” and referring to all those who think they can live on earth apart from a personal relationship with God, whether believer or unbeliever.  Then we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun PANOURGIA, which means:


1.  “literally ‘all–working,’ i.e., doing everything (PAS=all, ERGON=work), hence, unscrupulous conduct, craftiness.  It is always used in a bad sense in the N.T.   Lk 20:23; 1 Cor 3:19; 2 Cor 4:2; 11:3; Eph 4:14.”
  


2.  “(evil) cunning, craftiness, trickery, literally ‘readiness to do anything’ Lk 20:23.”
 

3.  “trickery involving evil cunning - ‘craftiness, treachery.’ ‘as the snake deceived Eve by its treachery’ 2 Cor 11:3.”


4.  “‘Cunning’ is the meaning in Lk 20:23, 2 Cor 12:16, and probably 2 Cor 4:2.  In the quotation in 1 Cor 3:19 Paul differs from the LXX, perhaps on the basis of the Hebrew, or by recollection of Job 5:12.  The NT thus follows the usual sense, but with a suggestion of satanic PANOURGIA and with a …self-righteous ring.”

Finally, we have the possessive genitive from the third person plural intensive pronoun AUTOS used as a personal pronoun, meaning “their.”

1 Cor 3:19 corrected translation
“For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.  For it stands written, ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’”
Explanation:
1.  Remember 1 Cor 1:20, “Where is the intellectual?  Where is the theology professor?  Where is the debater of this age?  Has not God (F) shown the wisdom of the world to be foolishness?”
2.  This quote is taken from Job 5:12-13, 


“He frustrates the plotting of the shrewd, So that their hands cannot attain success.”


“He captures the wise by their own shrewdness, and the advice of the cunning is quickly thwarted.”


As can easily be seen here, Paul did not quote from the Septuagint, but from the Hebrew of Job 5:13, yet he used the thought and language of the LXX, so that his Jewish readers would know exactly where the thought came from.

3.  “For the wisdom of this world is nonsense in the judgment of God.”


a.  The wisdom of this world is the thinking of the cosmic system.  The cosmic system is Satan’s plan, reasoning, thinking, and workings for the rulership of his kingdom.


b.  The thinking of the world is the thinking of Satan.  The thinking of God is the thinking of our Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  The issue in life is always thinking.  Our spiritual life is what our thoughts of our Lord make it.


d.  All of the schemes, plans, devices, ideas, organizations, systems, and designs of man are nonsense and foolishness as far as God is concerned.


e.  God evaluates all of man’s schemes and plans as worthless.


f.  God’s judgment of all of our organizations and systems is that they are useless.


g.  Satan has a plan, which has failed miserably in the past, and will continue to do so in the future.


h.  Man has individual and collective plans that continue to be frustrated by his own old sin nature.  What we intend as good turns into sin and evil.


i.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Prov 14:8, “The wisdom of the sensible is to understand his way, but the foolishness of fools is deceit.”



(2)  Prov 14:18, “The naive inherit foolishness, but the sensible are crowned with knowledge.”



(3)  Prov 14:24, “The crown of the wise is their riches, but the folly of fools is foolishness.”



(4)  Prov 19:3, “The foolishness of man ruins his way, and his heart rages against the Lord.”



(5)  Prov 22:15, “Foolishness is bound up in the heart of a child; the rod of discipline will remove it far from him.”



(6)  Prov 27:22, “Though you pound a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, yet his foolishness will not depart from him.”



(7)  Eccl 10:1, “Dead flies make a perfumer’s oil stink, so a little foolishness is weightier than wisdom and honor.”



(8)  Isa 9:17, “Therefore the Lord does not take pleasure in their young men, nor does He have pity on their orphans or their widows; for every one of them is godless and an evildoer, And every mouth is speaking foolishness.  In spite of all this, His anger does not turn away and His hand is still stretched out.”



(9)  Isa 44:25, “Causing the omens of boasters to fail, making fools out of diviners, causing wise men to draw back and turning their knowledge into foolishness,”



(10)  1 Cor 1:25, “Because the foolishness of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.”

4.  ‘He is the One who catches the wise in their cunning.’


a.  God uses our own sinful and evil plans against us as the means of judgment for the unbeliever and as the means of divine discipline for the believer.


b.  Evil people set traps for others.  God uses these traps to ensnare the evildoer.


c.  For example, your own revenge motivation is a trap, which you use unwittingly to destroy your own soul.


d.  No one ever gets away with anything.  God always catches the sinful person who thinks they are getting away with something.


e.  Evil people always think they are wise, clever, and smarter than everyone else and will not get caught.


f.  But this verse is a divine promise that God does not let anyone get away with anything.


g.  For example, the evolutionist thinks that he knows everything about the origin of man, but his speculations are just nonsense and foolishness.  If he trusts in his false science for salvation, he will be trapped in the eternal lake of fire by his own cleverness and self-deception.


h.  For example, the unbeliever thinks that he can simply live a “good” life according to his own standards and that God has to save him.  He is fooling himself with his own craftiness and self-deception and will spend eternity regretting it.


i.  For example, the man or woman who thinks they can just dump their spouse if it doesn’t work out is completely ensnared by their own evil cunning and craftiness.  The marriage has no hope, since it is not based on genuine love, devotion, honor, integrity, and virtue, but on craftiness, deception, cunning, and cleverness.  God will make this person miserable for the rest of their life, especially in any marriage that follows.  This person dumps one spouse for a “better” one, and is trapped in a worse marriage by his or her own foolishness and cunning.


j.  We are always vulnerable to our own self-deception whenever we think we are wise and know all the answers.  This is usually when we make our worst decisions, and usually when we ruin our own lives by our own cleverness.


k.  If you are the victim of the deception, cleverness, and cunning of someone else, relax!  God will not allow them to go unpunished and will provide perfectly for you by an even better relationship with Him.


l.  If you are the one engaged in deception, cleverness, and cunning of someone else, then rebound!  God will forgive you and permit you to continue to live and have a better relationship with Him.


m.  If you cannot rebound or relax, then run for your life, because the sin face-to-face with death is not far behind.
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