1 Corinthians 3:17
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- is the first class condition particle EI, which means “if and it’s true” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular article and noun NAOS, which means “temple” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PHTHEIRW, which means “destroy, ruin, corrupt, or spoil.”
  Here it means to ruin or corrupt.


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on among the Corinthian believers.


The active voice indicates that false teachers are producing the action of corrupting the Corinthian believers.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“If anyone [a false teacher] corrupts the temple of God,”
- is the third person singular future active indicative from the verb PHTHEIRW again.  Here it means “to destroy.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “that one” and referring to the false teacher.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”

The future tense is a predictive future, which affirms what will take place.


The active voice indicates that God will produce the action of destroying anyone who corrupts the Corinthian believer.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic fact.

“God will destroy that one.”
- is the postpositive explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun NAOS, meaning “the temple” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “of God.”  Then we have the predicate nominative from the masculine singular adjective HAGIOS, meaning “sacred, holy.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “is.”

The present tense is a static or gnomic present for a condition that perpetually exists.


The active voice indicates that the temple of God produces the action of being sacred or holy.


The indicative mood is declarative for dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“For the temple of God is sacred.”
 - is the predicate nominative from the masculine plural qualitative use of the relative pronoun HOSTIS, which is used “to emphasize a characteristic quality, by which a preceding statement is to be confirmed who (to be sure, by his very nature), in so far as.”  For example: “beware of the false prophets, who come in sheep’s clothing Mt 7:15; who (indeed) Acts 10:47; in so far as they received the word 17:11; since indeed they had exchanged Rom 1:25; cf. vs. 32; 2:15; 6:2; remember me to Mary, who certainly 16:6; cf. verses 4, 7, 12; false brethren, the kind who sneaked in Gal 2:4; cf. Phil 2:20; Eph 4:19; 1 Tim 1:4; Tit 1:11; who died, as you know Jn 8:53; who, to be sure, received Acts 7:53; who, to be sure, have not learned Rev 2:24.”
  This is followed by the second person plural present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you are” with the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you.”

The present tense is an aoristic present for a simple statement of fact.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthian believers produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic reality.

1 Cor 3:17 corrected translation
“If anyone corrupts the temple of God, God will destroy that one.  For the temple of God is sacred, who by your very nature you are.”
Explanation:
1.  Every statement of this entire context of chapter three is directed toward believers, for believers, and about believers.  This verse is no exception.  The word “anyone” here refers to a believer, and specifically (but indefinitely) points to those leaders of the factions that are causing dissension in the church.


a.  Paul maintains the privacy of who these believers are (even though he probably surely knows from the reports of Apollos their pastor) out of respect for the word of God, and in order to not make this a personal attack.


b.  Paul is going to give them a direct warning about dying the sin face-to-face with death, but he doesn’t want it to be based on personality.


c.  Certainly at least three of these faction leaders didn’t like the personality of Paul, otherwise they would not be leading factions against his authority.


d.  So Paul is careful to use the indefinite personal pronoun TIS to keep the focus on doctrinal principle rather than on himself.  It is always the message that is important, not the man giving the message.


e.  Therefore, Paul addresses his statement to the faction leaders in the local church of Corinth and by application to anyone who teaches or accepts false doctrine.


f.  Consequently, this message is also addressed to the Judaizers who follow Paul around corrupting his congregations with their false doctrine.


g.  Hence, this is also directed to any believer who is foolish enough to corrupt him or herself through their own negative volition.


h.  So whether directly or indirectly, this dogmatic statement is directed at any believer who is negative to the teaching of the word of God, whether they are corrupted by others or corrupted by self.

2.  The object of corruption is the temple of God, which is a metaphor for the royal priest of the Church Age, who is the only one allowed to worship in the temple.


a.  Our Lord Jesus Christ indwells our bodies as the Shekinah Glory.


b.  God the Holy Spirit makes a temple of our bodies for the indwelling of Christ.


c.  God the Holy Spirit also makes us spiritual royalty and priests.  Therefore, we are royal priests.



(1)  We have equal privilege and equal opportunity as royal priests of the Church Age to worship our Lord Jesus Christ in our own bodies.  How do we do this?



(2)  Worshipping the Lord in our bodies has nothing to do with our physical body.  If that were true then those believers who are healthy would be able to worship Christ more than those who are sick.  Yet, more often than not, such is not the case.  We don’t worship the Lord by not drinking, not smoking, not eating certain foods, or eating other foods.  Those are all false applications of this concept.



(3)  The only way to see the physically invisible Christ during the Church Age is with the eyes of the soul.



(4)  The only way to speak to invisible God during the Church Age is through prayer.



(5)  The only way to worship our Lord during the Church Age is through understanding, believing, and acting upon His thoughts circulating in our soul.



(6)  Jesus Christ is God, and God is a spirit, and must be worshipped by means of our human spirit and by means of doctrine in our souls that we have believed—truth.


d.  We worship our Lord when we stay in fellowship with Him by not sinning.


e.  We worship our Lord when we deeply desire to learn about Him.


f.  We worship our Lord when we make decisions based upon our relationship with Him and what we know about Him.


g.  We worship our Lord when we act upon the virtue and values of our thinking, which are the same virtues and values as our Lord.


h.  False teachers, factional leaders, and believers themselves were ruining, corrupting, destroying all of this among the Corinthian believers.

3.  So Paul issues a warning to these believers who are rejecting the virtue and values of the Lord Jesus Christ that God will destroy them.


a.  God destroys leaders of factions in a local church with the sin face-to-face with death, 1 Cor 3:17.


b.  God destroys negative believers with the sin face-to-face with death, 1 Jn 5:16.


c.  God destroys false teachers with the sin face-to-face with death, 2 Pet 2.

2:1 “But false prophets also arose [existed, originated] among people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who to be sure will bring in secretly opinions of destruction while disowning the Master who even acquired them as slaves, bringing swift destruction on themselves,”
2:2 “nevertheless many will follow their sensuality, because of whom the way of truth will be slandered,”
2:3 “and because of avarice they will exploit you with false teachings, because of which teachings their condemnation has been prepared from eternity past, and their destruction is not idle.”
2:4 “For if God [Jesus Christ] did not spare the angels when they sinned, but imprisoned [them] in Tartarus with chains of darkness, He will deliver over those being preserved for judgment;”
2:5 “and He did not spare the ancient world, but as the eighth one He protected Noah, the herald of righteousness, when He brought the flood on the world of the ungodly [unbelievers],”
2:6 “and He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorra by burning to ashes, having established an example of future things for the ungodly [unbelievers],”
2:7 “and rescued righteous Lot, having been oppressed by the behavior of unprincipled men in the sphere of indecency;”
2:8 “for because of what he saw and heard, while that righteous man was living among them, he kept on being tormented day after day in [his] righteous soul by [their] lawless deeds.”
2:9 “The Lord knows how to deliver the spiritual believer from testing, but to reserve the unrighteous who will be punished for the day of judgment,”
2:10 “but especially those who follow after the sin nature with a corrupting desire and despise divine authority.  Audacious, self-willed, they are not afraid of slandering glorious angelic beings.”
2:11 “Whereas angels, who are greater in the sphere of inherent power and delegated power, do not bring a slanderous judgment from the Lord against them.”
2:12 “But these [false prophets], like unreasoning animals, creatures of instinct having been born for the purpose of capture and destruction, slandering in things which they are ignorant, will also be destroyed because of their depravity.”
2:13 “They cheat themselves out of reward because of unrighteousness.  They regard parties in the daytime as a pleasure.  They are stains and defects, engaging in loud, drunken parties associated with their pleasures as they feast together with you,”
2:14 “having eyes full of an adulteress and unceasing from sin, enticing unstable souls, having a heart trained in greed, accursed children.”
2:15 “Having abandoned the right way of life, they have gone astray, pursuing the way of life of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wealth from unrighteousness,”
2:16 “but he was rebuked for his own evil-doing; the mute ass, by speaking with the voice of a man, restrained the insanity of the prophet.”
2:17 “These [false teachers] are waterless fountains and mists being driven by a hurricane for whom the gloom of darkness has been reserved.”
2:18 “For while loudly proclaiming bombastic words of emptiness, they entice with lusts of the flesh in the sphere of sensuality those who barely escape from the ones who live in deception,”
2:19 “promising to them freedom while they themselves are slaves of depravity; for by what anyone is defeated, by this he has been enslaved.”
2:20 “For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the cosmic system by means of the full knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and being entangled again in them they are defeated, the last state has become for them worse than the first state.”
2:21 “For it was better for them to not have known exactly the way of righteousness, than having known exactly, to turn away from the holy commandment which was handed down to them.”
4.  Finally, Paul gives us the reason for God’s destruction of the factional leaders and false teachers in a local church—they are attempting to profane, blaspheme, disrespect the holy temple of our Lord, “who by your very nature you are!” 


a.  This is a startling and dramatic statement by Paul.


b.  By our very nature we are the holy temple of our Lord Jesus Christ.


c.  Since we are the holy temple of our Lord, no negative believer is permitted to get away with attempting to corrupt us from the accurate teaching of the word of God.


d.  We are sacred to God because the Lord Jesus Christ indwells us.


e.  Therefore, God will never allow anyone to get away with corrupting us or allow us to corrupt ourselves without punishment from the Supreme Court of Heaven.


f.  By our very nature we are holy and sacred.



(1)  We are indwelt with God the Holy Spirit.



(2)  We are indwelt with God the Son.



(3)  We are indwelt with God the Father.



(4)  We are filled with the Holy Spirit.



(5)  We are in union with Christ.



(6)  We are a royal priesthood with the Lord Jesus Christ as our High Priest.


g.  Therefore, we are holy and expected to remain that way.

Rom 11:16, “Moreover, if the first fruits [Abraham, Isaac, Jacob] are holy [and they are], the lump [Jewish believers of Old Testament] is also; and if the root [Jesus Christ] is holy, the branches [Jewish believers of Church Age] are also [holy].”
Rom 12:1, “I urge you therefore, brethren, by the grace blessings from the justice of God, that you place your bodies under orders as a living, holy sacrifice.  This is well pleasing to our God—your rational and spiritual worship.”
1 Cor 6:19, “Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?”
Eph 1:4, “since He Himself [F] has elected us in Him [Christ] before the foundation of the world that we should be holy [experiential sanctification] and blameless before Him [ultimate sanctification];”
Eph 2:21, “in whom the entire building, while being fitted together, keeps growing into a holy temple in the Lord;”
Eph 5:27, “that He might cause her to be presented to Himself as a glorious Church [ultimate sanctification], having no stain [sin], or wrinkle [human good], or any such categories as these [evil]; but that she should be holy and unblemished.”
Col 3:12, “Therefore, as the elected ones of God, sanctified and beloved ones, put on the affections of compassion [mercy, pity], kindness [goodness, generosity], humility, gentleness [courtesy, considerateness], patience [steadfastness, endurance, forbearance],” 

2 Tim 1:14, “Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.”
Heb 3:1, “Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High Priest of our confession;”
Heb 6:4, “For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit,”
Heb 7:26, “For it was fitting for us to have such a high priest, holy, innocent, undefiled, separated from sinners and exalted above the heavens;”
1 Pet 1:15, “but because of the Holy One who called you, you yourselves also become purified ones in all conduct” 

1 Pet 1:16, “because it stands written, `Be holy ones, because I am holy.’” 

1 Pet 2:5, “In fact you yourselves as living stones are being built into a holy priesthood, a spiritual building, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.”
1 Pet 2:9, “You are the elect people, the royal priesthood, the holy nation, the people for the purpose of possession, in order that you might proclaim the virtues of Him who called you from darkness into His wonderful light.”
2 Pet 3:11, “Since all these things are being destroyed in this way, what sort of person it is necessary to become in a dedicated to God lifestyle, that is, the spiritual life.” 
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