1 Corinthians 3:12




- is the first class conditional particle EI, meaning “if and it’s true” plus the postpositive transitional use of the conjunction DE, meaning “Now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular indefinite pronoun TIS, meaning “anyone, someone.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EPOIKODOMEW, which means “to build upon.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that there are constantly certain believers throughout the Church Age who continue to produce the action of building upon the foundation of their relationship with Christ.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of truth and the reality that all believers will build something upon the foundation of their relationship with Christ.

- is the preposition EPI plus the accusative of place from the masculine singular article and noun THEMELIOS, which means “upon the foundation.”  The foundation here is a metaphor for the spiritual life of the Church Age believer based upon relationship with Christ.

“If anyone builds upon the foundation”

- is the accusative direct object from the masculine singular nouns CHRUSOS, which means “gold” and ARGUROS, which means “silver” and the masculine plural noun LITHOS, meaning “stones” and the adjective TIMIOS, meaning “rare, precious, valuable, or priceless.”

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun XULON, which means “various kinds of woods” plus the accusative direct object from the masculine singular noun CHORTOS, meaning “grass; hay.”  Finally, we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun KALAMĒ, meaning “straw.”

1 Cor 3:12 corrected translation
“If anyone builds upon the foundation gold, silver, valuable gems, various kinds of woods, grass, straw,”
Explanation:
1.  The first class conditional particle in the Greek indicates that the condition stated here is one that will happen.  Believers will build upon the foundation of their faith in Christ with something.


a.  No matter what we do in life, we are building upon the foundation of our salvation.


b.  Our execution of the spiritual life given to us at salvation is our building, our edification complex.


c.  Every doctrine we learn, every doctrinal concept we believe, and every spiritual value we put in place is another part of the spiritual structure of our soul.


d.  Every believer is building a structure in their soul, whether they want to or not.

2.  There are two types of believers described in this verse, who are building a structure in their soul.


a.  Believers who are positive to Bible doctrine are building a structure out of gold, silver, and valuable gems.


b.  Believers who are negative to Bible doctrine are building a structure out of various kinds of wood, grass, and straw.


c.  The positive believers are building a structure in their soul that will last eternally.


d.  The negative believers are building a structure that will not last beyond the evaluation throne of Christ after the Rapture of the Church.

3.  The Building Made of Gold.


a.  This is the structure of the soul of the believer who makes it all the way to PLĒRWMA status—the fullness of Christ.


b.  This is the structure of the invisible hero, who executes the entire plan of God for his life and attains all of God’s objectives for his life.


c.  This believer is described by Paul in 2 Tim 4:7-8, “I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.”

4.  The Building Made of Silver.


a.  This is the structure of the soul of the believer who makes it to spiritual autonomy.


b.  This believer keeps advancing throughout his spiritual life and attains a personal sense of destiny, personal love for God and impersonal love for all mankind, but does not quite make it to occupation with Christ.


c.  This believer is described in Phil 3:12-14, “Not that I have already obtained it or have already become complete, but I press on so that I may lay hold of that for which also I was laid hold of by Christ Jesus.  Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do—forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.”

5.  The Building Made of Valuable Gems.


a.  This is the structure of the soul of the positive believer who makes it to spiritual self-esteem or a personal sense of destiny.


b.  This believer is generally positive most of their life, and develops many wonderful divine standards in their soul.  They understand the importance of doctrine and listen to and accept the teaching of the word of God, but sometimes have difficulty in fully applying it to their own life.


c.  The problems, cares, and concerns of life periodically distract this believer from advancing as far as they are capable of going in the spiritual life.

6.  The Building Made With Various Kinds of Wood.


a.  This is the structure of the soul of the believer who is inconsistent in their spiritual life.


b.  They never get out of spiritual childhood and are generally involved in a lot of human good and human works.


c.  They mean well, but they never truly believe the Word of God and hold their own personal values to be more important than God’s values.


d.  This believer’s human good is all burned at the evaluation throne of Christ.  This will be described in 1 Cor 3:15.


e.  This believer has no eternal rewards at the evaluation throne of Christ.

7.  The Building Made With Grass.


a.  This is the structure of the believer who is passively negative to the teaching of the word of God.


b.  This believer is negative to doctrine, but not antagonistic.  They are apathetic to doctrine.


c.  This believer is distracted frequently from the teaching of doctrine not only by the problems of life, but by the entertainments of life.


d.  This believer occasionally does learn a little doctrine and tries to apply it, but usually applies it incorrectly and ends up producing only dead works.


e.  This believer has no eternal rewards at the evaluation throne of Christ.


f.  This believer is described in the following passages:



(1)  Heb 6:1, “Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God,”



(2)  Heb 9:14, “how much more will the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God, cleanse your conscience from dead works [the production of human good] to serve the living God?”



(3)  Jam 2:17, “Even so faith [Bible doctrine in the soul], if it has no works [production of divine good from the filling of the Holy Spirit], is [experientially] dead, being by itself [not being done in the enabling power of the filling of the Holy Spirit] .”



(4)  Jam 2:26, “For just as the body without the spirit is dead, so also faith [Bible doctrine in the soul] without works [the production of divine good] is [experientially] dead.”

8.  The Building Made With Straw.


a.  This is the structure of the soul of the believer who is actively antagonistic to the teaching of the word of God.


b.  This believer is in either moral or immoral degeneracy, and is in reversionism.


c.  This believer hates God and is an enemy of the Cross of Christ.  They would rather compromise with Satan’s cosmic system and live according to the norms and standards of their society and the world rather than live according to standards, values, and virtues of the plan of God for the Church.


d.  This believer has no rewards at the evaluation throne of Christ.


e.  This believer is described in Jam 4:4, “You adulteresses [remember that James is writing to believers], do you not know that friendship with the world is hostility toward God?  Therefore whoever wishes to be a friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.”

9.  The imperishable things of this life are the invisible values and virtues of our soul.  These are the only things that are compatible with the imperishable resurrection body in which perfect righteousness dwells.  Therefore, only the values and virtues of the spiritual life of the Church Age believer will survive the various testings of this life and the evaluation of our spiritual life by the Lord Jesus Christ.

10.  All the human good of the world (various kinds of wood), and all of the false standards of the world (grass), and all of the dead works of the believer (straw) will not stand up against the testings of life nor the evaluation of the spiritual life by our Lord.

PAGE  
4

