1 Corinthians 2:6



- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom.”  Here “wisdom” is a reference to God’s wisdom imparted to believers through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the teaching of the pastor-teacher.  “Wisdom” is used here as a synonym for mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  Note that this is placed first in the sentence for emphasis.  “Wisdom” is the subject of the next paragraph (vv 6-16).

- is the postpositive conjunctive particle of mild contrast DE, meaning “but.”
- is the first person plural present active indicative of the verb LALEW, meaning “to speak, to say, to communicate: we keep on communicating.”

The durative present indicates the action of the verb has begun in the past and is continuing in the present.  This can also be a customary present for that which habitually occurs, or may be reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that Paul and other men with communication gifts produce the action.


The declarative indicative mood indicates a simple statement of fact.

- the preposition EN plus the locative of place from the masculine plural adjective TELEIOS, used as a noun meaning “having attained the end or purpose: complete, perfect, fully developed, full measure, full-grown, mature, adult.”  “Among mature believers.”
- is the accusative direct object from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA, meaning “wisdom” plus the conjunctive particle of mild contrast DE, meaning “but, yet.”
- is the negative particle OU, meaning “no, not.”
- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, meaning “age” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this.”  It is translated “of this age.”  “This age” is a reference to the Church Age, in contrast to the Jewish age, Hypostatic union, or Tribulation.

- is the negative conjunction meaning “and not, not even, nor.”  It joins negative sentences or clauses to others of the same kind.
- is the possessive genitive plural from the article and noun ARCHON, meaning “ruler, lord, prince, or authority: of the authorities.”
- is the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and noun AIWN, meaning “age” plus the descriptive genitive singular from the demonstrative pronoun HOUTOS, meaning “this: of this age.”
- is the genitive plural articular present passive participle from the verb KATARGEW, meaning:


a.  “To make ineffective, powerless, idle; to nullify, make invalid.


b.  In the active voice:  “To abolish, wipe out, set aside, bring to an end.  In the passive voice: to perish.


c.  “To be released from an association with someone/something, to have nothing more to do with, to be estranged from.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, translated “who.”

The descriptive present indicates what is now going on.  The temporal rulers and authorities of the Church Age are perishing.


The passive voice indicates that the temporal rulers and authorities receive the action of perishing.

The circumstantial participle expresses the attendant circumstances regarding the rulers of this age.

1 Cor 2:6 corrected translation
“But we keep on communicating wisdom among mature believers, yet not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age who are perishing.”
Explanation:
“But we keep on communicating wisdom among mature believers,”
1.  “Wisdom” is the subject of the next paragraph (vv 6-16).  Note that in the Greek this is placed first in the sentence for emphasis.

2.  SOPHIA or “wisdom” is a reference to God’s wisdom imparted to believers through the ministry of God the Holy Spirit and the teaching of the pastor-teacher.  

3.  “Wisdom” is used here as a synonym for mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  It is the job of the pastor to teach the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.

4.  In the prepositional phrase “among mature believers” the adjective TELEIOS means “having attained the end or purpose, complete, perfect, fully developed, full measure, full-grown, mature, adult.”

a.  Basic doctrine is primarily taught for the benefit of new believers, spiritual babes in Christ.


b.  “Wisdom” type doctrine is primarily taught to mature believers.


c.  But all doctrine is of spiritual benefit to all categories of believers.  To the baby believer advanced doctrine is an encouragement to keep growing.  To the mature believer basic doctrine is the foundation upon which advanced doctrine is built.

5.  Paul is encouraging the Corinthians to keep on learning doctrine, so that they may reach spiritual maturity.  There is much more that they need to learn, and Paul and other men with the gift of pastor-teacher will continue to teach the doctrine necessary for their spiritual growth.

“yet not the wisdom of this age,”
1.  “The wisdom of this age” refers to the current thinking of philosophers, scientists, astronomers, educators and intellectuals.  Paul sets off this intellectual wisdom as being in contrast to the wisdom of God.  The wisdom of this age is the thinking of Satan’s cosmic system.

2.  “This age” is a reference to the Church Age, in contrast to the Jewish age, the Hypostatic Union, or the Tribulation.


a.  The Greek word AIWN refers to a period of time that is distinct and different from other periods of time.


b.  For example, God has divided human history into different periods of time called “dispensations.”
3.  Definition and Description of Dispensations.


a.  A dispensation is a period of time in human history expressed in terms of divine revelation.


b.  Dispensations are divine categories of human history; therefore, both the divine outline and the divine interpretation of human history.

 
c.  Dispensations are the vehicle by which believers living at a specific time in history can orient to God’s will, plan, and purpose for their lives.


d.  God’s plan is not the same for every dispensation.  In fact, the plan is quite different in each dispensation.  Old Testament believers were under the ritual plan of God.  Our Lord Jesus Christ was under the incarnation plan of God.  We are under the protocol plan of God.


e.  A dispensation is defined traditionally as a period of time during which a particular revelation of God’s mind and God’s will is operative, and during which man is tested as to his obedience to that specific manifestation of God’s will, purpose, and plan.


f.  In every dispensation, God has a plan for believers, and in grace He provides the means for executing that plan.  We must understand the other dispensations and then learn why only one dispensation is called the “dispensation of grace” (Eph 3:2).


g.  While there is a different plan for believers in each dispensation, there is only one way of salvation throughout human history: faith in Jesus Christ.

4.  Categorical Outline of Dispensations.


a.  There are two theocentric dispensations in the Old Testament:



(1)  The Dispensation of the Gentiles began with the creation of mankind and continued to the Exodus.




(a)  Era of positive volition was from the creation of man until the fall; the Garden of Eden era.




(b)  Era of negative volition was from the fall of man to Abraham.  This was the era of great disasters on the earth, such as the angelic infiltration of Gen 6, the flood, and the Tower of Babel.




(c)  Era of the Patriarchs was from Abraham to Moses.



(2)  The Dispensation of the Jews, or Israel, runs from the Exodus to the birth of Christ, B.C. 1441 until 4 B.C.  However, God gave Israel an additional 74 years into the Christocentric dispensations.


b.  Christocentric dispensations are two in the New Testament:



(1)  The dispensation of the hypostatic union runs from the birth of Christ in B.C. 4 to the resurrection and ascension of Christ in A.D. 30, a period of 33 years.  This is the time of the Incarnation or First Advent of our Lord Jesus Christ.  It is the time of the Gospels.



(2)  The dispensation of the Church Age runs from the Day of Pentecost in 30 A.D. until the Rapture of the Church, time unknown by all but God.  It is divided into two parts:




(a)  The pre-Canon period, the time of the Book of Acts and temporary spiritual gifts.  It runs from 30 - 96 A.D.




(b)  The post-Canon period, the period at present, runs from 96 A.D. to the Rapture of the Church.  This is the era of the epistles of the New Testament and permanent spiritual gifts.


c.  Eschatological dispensations are two:



(1)  The Tribulation, the great power struggle from the Rapture of the Church to the second advent, also called Daniel’s 70th week, is technically the end of the Jewish Age, lasting seven years.  It is prophesied in the Old Testament as well as by our Lord in the Olivet Discourse of Mt 24-25, in most of His parables, and by John in the Book of Revelation, chapters 6-19.



(2)  The Millennial reign of Christ runs from the second advent of Christ to the end of human history, lasting 1000 years.  It is the time of: the restoration of Israel and the fulfillment of their unconditional covenants and perfect environment on the earth.  It is preceded by the judgment of the Baptism of Fire, so that only believers will enter the Millennium.  At the end of the Millennium is the judgment of unbelievers and fallen angels.  Sequentially, it includes:




(a)  The second advent of Christ.




(b)  The judgment of the human race coming out of the Tribulation, the Baptism of the Fire, in which there are two separate judgments—that of the Gentiles and that of the Jews.




(c)  The restoration of Israel.




(d)  The Millennial rule of Jesus Christ.




(e)  The Gog Revolution.




(f)  The final judgments of history:  the judgment of fallen angels who are cast into the Lake of Fire, and the resurrection and judgment of all unbelievers at the Great White Throne who are cast into the Lake of Fire.


d.  The Eternal State includes:



(1)  All believers in resurrection bodies forever.



(2)  The destruction of the present universe.



(3)  The creation of a new universe.

“nor of the rulers of this age who are perishing.”
1.  This refers to the wisdom of politicians, judges, military leaders, economists, business leaders, etc.

2.  The mystery doctrine of the Church Age is not dependent upon the great thinking of those in power and authority.  

3.  The phrase “who are perishing” is significant because it indicates that all the wisdom of the intellectuals and world leaders will perish when they perish.  The only wisdom that is permanent is divine wisdom.  And this wisdom is the only wisdom you take with you to heaven.

4.  Human wisdom is temporary, transient, and relative.  Divine wisdom is permanent, constant, and absolute.  You have a choice between the two as your basis for reality.

5.  The rulers of this age are perishing because they will not depend on Jesus Christ for their eternal salvation.  Instead they are depending on their own human ‘wisdom’.

a. 1 Cor 1:18, “For the doctrine about the cross on the one hand keeps on being foolishness to those who are perishing, but on the other hand it keeps on being God’s power to us who are being saved.”

b.  2 Thes 2:9-10, “whose coming is on the basis of the activity of Satan by means of all power and miraculous signs and lying wonders  and with every deception from unrighteousness to those who are perishing, because they did not receive the love for the truth so that they might be saved.”

5

