1 Corinthians 2:5



- is the conjunctive particle HINA, meaning “in order that.”  This particle indicates the purpose of Paul’s doctrinal teaching.

- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS plus the possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “your faith.”
- is the negative adverb MĒ, meaning “not” plus the third person singular present active subjunctive of the verb EIMI, “to be: it may not be.”

The customary present is used to denote that which is reasonably expected to occur.  The state is assumed to be true in the past or future, as well as the present.  Paul reasonably expects the Corinthian believer’s faith and doctrine to be based on the power of God and not on the wisdom of man.


The active voice indicates the faith of the Corinthian believers produces the action of the verb.


The potential subjunctive mood indicates that the basis of the Corinthian believer’s faith depends upon their positive volition to doctrine, not upon the way the message is delivered, e.g., by persuasive words of wisdom.

- is the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun SOPHIA plus the possessive genitive of the masculine singular noun ANTHRWPOS, translated “in the wisdom of men.”
 - is the conjunction ALLA, meaning “but” plus the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun DUNAMIS and the possessive genitive from the masculine singular noun THEOS, meaning “in the power of God.”
1 Cor 2:5 corrected translation
“in order that your faith may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”
Explanation:
1.  The complete sentence now says, “And so my doctrine and my preaching were not by means of persuasive words of wisdom, but by means of the demonstration of the Spirit and [God’s] power, in order that your faith [what you believe] may not be in the wisdom of men but in the power of God.”
2.  We don’t believe Bible doctrine because of the influence of the pastor-teacher, but because of the influence of God the Holy Spirit.

3.  We don’t believe Bible doctrine because of the persuasiveness of the pastor-teacher, but because of the persuasiveness of God the Holy Spirit.

4.  We don’t believe Bible doctrine because of the teaching ability of the pastor-teacher, but because of the teaching ability of God the Holy Spirit.

5.  We don’t believe Bible doctrine because of the power of the pastor’s message, but because of the omnipotence of God the Holy Spirit.

6.  We don’t believe Bible doctrine because of the wisdom of the pastor, but because of the wisdom of God.

7.  The purpose of the pastor-teacher is not to persuade you to believe him, but to persuade you to believe God.

8.  The purpose of the pastor-teacher is not to get you to trust in him, but to trust in God.

9.  Bible doctrine is the power of God.  The greatest power you will ever have is the power of thought.  Heb 4:12, “For the word of God [is] living and effective and sharper than any doubled-edged sword and penetrating as far as the division of the soul and the spirit, of both the joints and the marrow, and able to judge the reflections and thoughts produced by the heart.”
10.  To think doctrine is the closest you will ever come to having the power of God.


a.  When our Lord was tempted by Satan in Matthew 4, he defeated Satan with the greatest power a human being can have—the power of doctrine resident in the soul.


b.  When our Lord went to the Cross, he didn’t remain on the cross by the use of His divine power to endure the suffering of bearing our sins, but by the application of doctrine from His human soul.

11.  The pastor teaches, in order that the doctrine and faith of those who hear may be in the power of God.


a.  We have confidence in what we believe because what we believe is based on the ability and power of God the Holy Spirit to teach us spiritual things.


b.  We have no human ability or power to understand or learn Bible doctrine.  We cannot learn spiritual phenomena without the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.


c.  We have a human spirit at the moment of salvation, but our human spirit cannot and doesn’t function without the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit.



(1)  The Holy Spirit teaches our human spirit.



(2)  Then our human spirit takes the spiritual information and translates it into information that is a reality to our human souls.



(3)  Because our souls are human, they can only understand human information.  The job of the human spirit is to make spiritual information, information we can understand in our human souls.  Therefore it translates spiritual information into information that we can accept as reality.



(4)  For example, if I speak to you in German, “Wo bist du? Ich weiss nicht?  Warum nicht?  Ich weiss noch nicht?”  You have no idea what I said.  But if someone translates for you, then you can understand the information and accept it as true or not true.  This is what the human spirit does with spiritual information.


d.  So we believe because we know that God the Holy Spirit is making doctrine real to us, not because we trust the pastor.

12.  What happens when the pastor teaches something that is incorrect?


 a.  God the Holy Spirit doesn’t make that information real to you as spiritual information.  You may understand it as human information, and believe it as human information, but you will not retain it as spiritual information or be able to be recalled, in order to apply it as doctrine in the future.


b.  Eventually the pastor will teach the right doctrine that will displace whatever erroneous ideas may currently exist in your soul.  And the human spirit will only use what is accurate and true for recall when you need to apply doctrine.

13.  Confidence in the wisdom of man means disappointment, frustration, discouragement, self-deceit, being deceived by others, and hopelessness.

14.  Your confidence, your faith, your doctrine lies in the power of God.


a.  We have confidence in the power of God that we will be raised with Christ at the Rapture of the Church.


b.  We have confidence in God that the doctrine in our soul is true and accurate.


c.  We have confidence in God that He has made available to us the power of doctrine to handle every problem will ever have in life.


d.  We have confidence in the power of God to provide eternal life.


e.  We have confidence in the power of God to provide for our every need, no matter how great or small.


f.  We have confidence in the power of God, not in the wisdom of man.
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