1 Corinthians 16:23




- is the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun CHARIS, which means “The grace” plus the possessive genitive from the masculine singular article and proper nouns KURIOS and IĒSOUS, meaning “of the Lord Jesus.”  There is no main verb, suggesting that ellipsis demands the insertion of the present active indicative from EIMI, “[is].”
“The grace of the Lord Jesus [is]”
 - is the preposition META plus the genitive of association from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “with you.”
1 Cor 16:23 corrected translation
“The grace of the Lord Jesus [is] with you.”
Explanation:
1.  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ is the manifestation of His perfect love for us.

2.  The grace of our Lord is the riches of His glory.

3.  The grace of the Lord has been and always will be with all of us.

4.  This was critical for the Corinthians to remember, no matter how wrong they were or how bad things got for them from divine discipline.

5.  The thing that turns around carnality is not discipline from the Lord, but response to the grace of God.  Discipline from the Lord is designed to get our attention, so that God the Holy Spirit can talk to us.  Once God has our attention, then God the Holy Spirit reminds us how much God loves us.

6.  Our motivation to do the will of God is not fear of punishment, but reciprocal love for God.

7.  Paul is reminding the Corinthians of this principle.

8.  Some Principles of Grace.


a.  Under the divine policy of grace, all of our blessings come from God.  Under the function of our own volition, all of our failures come from ourselves through the law of volitional responsibility, which means that we must take full responsibility for our own bad decisions.


b.  The grace of God means that none of us can earn or deserve even one blessing from God.  God does all the work; we do not earn or deserve anything from God.  We are not blessed because we do something.  We are blessed because God has done and continues to do something for us.


c.  We never earn or deserve anything from God except condemnation.


d.  Because of who and what God is, His grace is greater than our failures, our sins, our flaws, our self-righteous legalism, our human good and our dead works.

9.  Definition and Description of Grace.


a.  Grace is all that God is free to do for mankind without compromising His divine essence.  Grace means favor, kindness, and mercy.


b.  Grace is free, unmerited favor and love from God alone, not from our works or because we are attractive to God.  God’s love comes in two categories for us.



(1)  God has impersonal love for the unbeliever in the status of spiritual death.  Jesus Christ had impersonal love for all mankind, when He went to the Cross and received the imputation of our sins.  God the Father had impersonal love when He imputed all of our sins to Christ and judged them.



(2)  God has personal love for the believer because the believer receives the imputed righteousness of God.


c.  Grace means that all things from God, including salvation by grace through faith, are received from God as a free gift totally apart from any form of human merit or any system of human works.  They are never merited or earned by mankind.  They never compromise divine essence or divine effort in bestowing blessing on mankind.  Jn 1:16, “From His fullness, we have all received even grace in exchange for grace.”


(1)  Grace is benefit from God totally a part of the work of God and totally apart from the works of mankind.  No one has ever been blessed by God because they tithe or because they are moral.  The Christian way of life is infinitely greater than morality.  Morality is a function of the energy of the flesh; it is designed for the entire human race.  Morality is the result of self-determination; grace is the result of God’s determination.



(2)  The virtue mandated of the believer is infinitely greater than morality.  The inner life of virtue is not something we can do in ourselves; it is something that God has provided for us in grace.  He has given us the mystery doctrine of the Church Age, thoughts that have to be metabolized in the soul for motivation and a life far greater than the function of the energy of the flesh.



(3)  Anything an unbeliever can do is not the Christian way of life, and morality can be accomplished by the unbeliever.  Morality is necessary for freedom in the human race.  The purpose of Codex three of the Mosaic Law was to protect freedom, privacy, property, and life.


d.  Grace is the manifestation of God’s holiness, power, virtue, efficacy, mercy, compassion, indulgence, forbearance, pardon; unmerited favor based on the exclusive work of God.  Grace includes three categories of divine blessing from God.  Grace is unmerited favor and divine provision for mankind before, during, and after salvation.  Three categories of God's grace include:



(1)  Pre-salvation grace which includes all God is free to do for the spiritually dead person, that is, common grace, the divine call, and efficacious grace.



(2)  Salvation grace which includes all that God has accomplished to save spiritually dead mankind, that is, the saving work of Christ on the Cross, the judgment of God the Son by God the Father, the revelation of this message by God the Holy Spirit, and the forty things God does for us at salvation.



(3)  Post salvation grace includes total divine provision of God for the fulfillment of His plan, His will, and His purpose for our lives.  Post salvation grace which includes all that God does for the believer totally apart from any human merit on the part of any Christian.




(a)  Post salvation grace is described in Jam 4:6, “He keeps on giving greater grace.  Therefore, it says, ‘God makes war against the arrogant believer but gives grace to the humble believer.’”  Greater grace means greater than pre-salvation grace, greater than salvation grace.  It is the greatest grace of all.  Post salvation grace includes more grace than anything else in life.  Jn 1:16, “From His fullness, we have all received even grace in exchange for grace.”  We have exchanged salvation grace for post salvation grace.  If we are saved by grace, then we should live by grace.  Jn 1:17, “The law was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.”



(b)  The phrase “Grace for your benefit and peace from God our Father and from our Lord Jesus Christ.” occurs many times in Scripture: 2 Cor 1:2; Gal 1:3; Eph 1:2; Phil 1:2; Col 1:2; 1 Thes 1:2; 2 Thes 1:2.




(c)  2 Cor 6:1, “We also urge you not to receive the grace of God in vain.”



(d)  Gal 2:21, “I do not nullify the grace of God; for if righteousness comes through the Law (and it does not), then Christ died in vain.”



(e)  Eph 3:2, “Since you have heard about the dispensation of the grace of God which was given to me for your benefit.”



(f)  2 Thes 1:12, “In order that the person of our Lord Jesus Christ may be glorified by you and you by Him, on the basis of the grace of God and our Lord Jesus Christ.”



(g)  2 Tim 2:1, “You, therefore, my son, be strong in the grace that is in Christ Jesus.”



(h)  1 Pet 5:5-6, “...clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for God makes war against the arrogant believer, but gives grace to the humble believer.  Therefore, humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that he may promote you at the proper time.”



(i)  1 Pet 5:12, “I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand fast in it.”



(j)  Eph 1:6, “to the praise of the glory of His grace, which He freely bestowed on us in the Beloved.”



(k)  Eph 2:7, “that He might show you in the coming ages [millennium and eternal state] the surpassing riches of His grace in generosity toward us in Christ Jesus.”



(l)  Eph 6:24, “Grace be with you all who love our Lord Jesus Christ with incorruptibility.”



(m)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself and God our Father, who loved us and has given to us eternal comfort and good of intrinsic value confidence in the sphere of grace, comfort your right lobes and strengthen yourselves in all production and good of intrinsic value doctrine.”



(n)  2 Pet 3:18, “But keep on growing in the sphere of grace and in the sphere of knowledge about our Lord and savior Jesus Christ.  Glory to Him both now and to the day of eternity.  Amen.”

e.  Grace is undeserved blessing and suffering from God to mankind.   Grace is free and unmerited love and favor toward us.  Grace is unmerited divine provision for mankind before, during, and after salvation.  Therefore, grace depends on who and what God is.  Six principles emerge from this description of the grace of God.



(1)  In grace, God works and man benefits.  In grace, God provides and mankind receives apart from any form of personal merit.



(2)  Grace is the policy of God in establishing a relationship with mankind both in time and for the eternal state.



(3)  Grace is the policy of God in providing everything man needs in two categories.




(a)  Relationship with God in time and in eternity.




(b)  Fellowship with God in time only.



(4)  Grace provision for relationship with God forever includes not only salvation the instant we believe in Christ but also eternal security.



(5)  Grace provision for fellowship with God in time includes our invisible assets, which God prepared for each one of us in eternity past.  Our spiritual assets include our very own spiritual life.



(6)  Included in the invisible assets are the spiritual skills and the spiritual solutions.  With these spiritual solutions circulating in our soul, there is no problem too great.  God’s spiritual solutions have the capacity to handle everything.


f.  Grace implies that all things, including salvation, never compromise the essence of God or the divine effort in bestowing blessing and favor on mankind.


g.  In grace, God works and mankind benefits.  In grace, God provides and mankind receives.  It is not “God benefits when we work” as is suggested by so many pastors and Christian organizations.  They give the impression that God cannot get along without you; and that is evil.  Grace means that God knows best.  That is why we have so many divine mandates that run counter to our desires in life.


h.  Relationship with God must precede fellowship with God.  Grace is the policy of God in establishing a relationship with mankind.  Grace is the policy of God in providing and maintaining fellowship with God.  In grace, God provides everything necessary to bring us into relationship with Himself: pre-salvation grace, which includes both common and efficacious grace.



(1)  Grace is the policy of God in providing both relationship and fellowship with all three persons of the Trinity.




(a)  Relationship with God, which is the grace policy for eternal salvation of the unbeliever, because we are spiritually dead.




(b)  Fellowship with God, which is the grace policy for all Church Age believers to execute God’s plan.



(2)  Therefore, the grace policy of God covers three categories.




(a)  Grace is extended to mankind in spiritual death.




(b)  Grace is extended to mankind at the point of salvation.




(c)  Grace is extended to mankind as a believer in Christ under the grace policy of God as a part of the plan of God.



(3)  Grace is the policy of God in providing everything necessary for the believer to execute God’s plan, purpose, and will.  God is the aggressor in establishing a relationship with man.  When man is the aggressor, he produces works.  God provides the means for eternal relationship with Himself.




(a)  Grace is the policy of God in blessing mankind totally apart from any creature merit or ability.




(b)  The grace policy of God provides blessings for believers and provided these blessings in eternity past before man was created.  What God provided for man in grace in eternity past cannot be earned, merited, or deserved.  That includes our invisible assets, our escrow blessings for time and eternity, the spiritual solutions for each believer in the Church Age, the blessings of dying grace, the blessings of resurrection, and the blessings of the eternal state.




(c)  Under the grace policy of God, every believer has equal privilege and equal opportunity to execute the plan of God.




(d)  Grace is the divine policy of creating a new spiritual species for the utilization of divine power.




(e)  Grace is the divine policy of keeping both winner and loser believers alive through logistical grace support.  Grace is the divine policy of blessing winners and losers through this logistical grace system.




(f)  Grace is the divine policy of providing divine revelation in writing.  Grace is the divine policy and provision of a spiritual I.Q. for learning the word of God.




(g)  We cannot squeeze grace into the narrow confines of human viewpoint, but we can and should live by grace through the wide expanse of God’s thinking.  We must not and cannot distort grace to comply with the lust pattern of our sin natures, but we expand our grace horizon through spiritual skills—the filling of the Holy Spirit, cognition and inculcation of the word of God, and the execution of God’s plan.




(h)  Grace does not give us what we want, but grace gives us what God wants, which is far better for each one of us.



(4)  You cannot have fellowship with God until you have a permanent, eternal, and secure relationship with God.  Since grace is the provision and policy of God, God takes the initiative in providing the means for eternal relationship with Himself.  Through His policy of grace, God has solved the problem of fellowship in time, just as He has solved the problem of relationship with Himself for eternity.



(5)  The unbeliever is spiritually dead and in a hopeless, helpless situation to have a relationship with God.  Spiritual death emphasizes the importance of God’s policy of grace.  Knowing our failures when we were born, God still breathed life into our souls; that’s grace.  We often do not realize how helpless we are until we foul up our lives.  After salvation, the most important thing we can do is learn about who and what God is.  There is no more hopeless situation than spiritual death.  Spiritual death is the dichotomous state of mankind at birth under three categories of condemnation from God.




(a)  Total separation from God through the imputation of Adam’s original sin.




(b)  Total depravity resulting from personal sins.




(c)  Total inability to do anything to gain the approbation of God.



(6)  All of us are weak.  To the extent we try to be strong in the energy of the flesh, we fail and create flaws after salvation.  We often create flaws by giving up this or giving up that and calling it Christianity.  The only Christian service that counts is based upon our total helplessness to do it, and what God has provided in grace to execute it.



(7)  When we stop using the power of God which is given to us in grace and substitute our own power, we are the most useless creatures in the world.



(8)  Each person of the Godhead functions under the grace policy to provide eternal salvation for mankind.




(a)  The grace of God the Father in eternity past used His divine omniscience to program the divine decrees with all personal sins, and then sent our Lord into the world and imputed our sins to Christ on the Cross, and judged those sins.   God the Father planned salvation.  This is taught in the doctrines of unlimited atonement, redemption, reconciliation, propitiation, imputation, and justification, which are all parts of God’s grace plan.



(b)  The grace of God the Son received the judgment of our sins on the Cross.  God the Son was willing to become true humanity in order to be judged for our sins, Heb 10:4-10.  He became true humanity and received the imputation and judgment of our sins.  He provided eternal salvation through His substitutionary unlimited atonement.




(c)  The grace of God the Holy Spirit takes the gospel and makes it a reality to spiritual brain death as a part of common grace.  The Holy Spirit makes the divine call to believe in Christ by making the gospel understandable.  The Holy Spirit makes our faith effective for salvation as a part of efficacious grace.  God the Holy Spirit reveals Christ’s work of salvation under the doctrine of common grace.  We are spiritually brain dead and cannot understand the Gospel, because it is spiritual phenomena.  Then God the Holy Spirit calls us, a divine invitation to believe in Christ.  Finally, under efficacious grace, God the Holy Spirit takes the faith of a spiritually dead person and makes it effective for salvation.


i.  There are many problems with regard to our temporal fellowship with God.



(1)  The problem of post salvation sinning.  This problem is solved by the recovery procedure taught in 1 Jn 1:9.  Emotions are not the issue in our relationship with God or our fellowship with God.  Your relationship with God is not based upon how you feel.  Our relationship with God is far more important than how we feel.  How we feel about our sin has nothing to do with our fellowship with God.  What counts is how what God thinks about His Son being judged for our sins as a substitute for us.  Grace means divine mercy and divine forgiveness.  We are forgiven on the basis of what God has done for us, never on the basis of what we have done for God.  There is nothing we can do for forgiveness.  Forgiveness is provided for us on the basis of the work of Jesus Christ on the Cross.



(2)  The problem of ignorance of Bible doctrine.  This problem is solved by the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit, the provision of a local church, and someone to teach the word of God.


(3)  The problem of failure to make the correct application of doctrine.  We have to accumulate an inventory of Bible doctrine in our souls, in order to have the divine viewpoint, and the divine viewpoint is the basis for making right applications to life.  No decision is good unless you have the facts; and the facts are in the word of God.  The thinking of the word of God under every circumstance of life is the only viewpoint by which you can live with contentment and tranquility in the devil’s world.



(4)  Three things are necessary as part of the grace process of problem solving.




(a)  Learning—we have a spiritual I.Q. provided in grace—God the Holy Spirit.



(b)  Thinking—this is the application of the facts you have learned.




(c)  Solving—this is the utilization of those facts.



(5)  Without understanding the principle that God solves problems through His grace policy and grace provision, the believer will never advance in the plan of God.  We have to be grace oriented, and grace orientation depends on doctrine we have believed.



(6)  Grace orientation is a problem solving device.  It is the method of thinking of the Christian way of life.  It is the only means of execution of God’s plan.  It is the way of discernment.  It is the basis for establishing right standards about everything: about people, about things, about life in general.



(7)  There is a great conflict between grace and legalism.  If grace orientation wins, the believer will become a winner in the spiritual life and have the most fantastic invisible impact on history.  If legalism wins, the believer will become a loser of blessings in the spiritual life.


j.  The believer who is negative to the word of God suffers from grace disorientation.  He comes short of the grace of God, Heb 12:15.  He receives the grace of God in vain, 2 Cor 6:1.  He nullifies the grace of God, Gal 2:21.  The believer who is consistent in positive volition to the word of God has the following attitude toward Bible doctrine.



(1)  Bible doctrine is number one priority in his life.



(2)  He listens to Bible doctrine under the power and concentration which comes from the filling of the Holy Spirit.



(3)  He metabolizes doctrine so that it circulates in the stream of consciousness of his soul and spirit.



(4)  He develops the pattern of utilization of Bible doctrine in his life, namely, the foundation of humility on which is built spiritual professionalism and integrity.



(5)  The positive believer fulfills 1 Pet 5:12, “I have written to you briefly, exhorting and testifying that this is the true grace of God.  Stand fast in it.”

k.  When it comes to sin, we are never helpless.  When it comes to grace, we are totally helpless.  There is no limit to God’s grace.  God’s grace is not limited by human reason.



(1)  The believer who is full of himself is quite empty, but the believer who is grace oriented from the word of God is quite powerful.



(2)  Grace is the fruit of the Spirit, but do not expect the fruit of the Spirit apart from the seed and the roots of the word of God.  The Bible is less in need of apologetics than appropriation; it is less in danger from criticism than from neglect.



(3)  Without grace, we never live because we are always in the expectation of living.   For this reason, believers live lives of convenience rather than lives of conviction.



(4)  Grace is the helplessness of man and the helpfulness of God.  In grace, God sows and we reap blessing.
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