1 Corinthians 16:18




- is the explanatory use of the conjunction GAR, meaning “For” plus the third person plural aorist active indicative from the verb ANAPAUW, which in its transitive use means “to cause to rest, give (someone) rest, refresh, revive with the accusative case following.”


The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which states a past fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the three Corinthian deacons produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and first person singular possessive pronoun EMOS, meaning “my, mine.”  With this we have the accusative neuter singular from the noun PNEUMA, meaning “my spirit” and referring to the human spirit of Paul.  This is followed by the connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” with the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and possessive genitive from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “yours.”

“For they refreshed my spirit and yours.”

 - is the inferential use of the postpositive conjunction OUN, meaning “Therefore” plus the second person plural present active imperative from the verb EPIGINWSKW, which means “to acknowledge, give recognition to someone.”


The present tense is a progressive present, which indicates what is now going on and should continue to take place.  This can also be a customary present for what is reasonably expected to occur.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural article and correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, which is used as a substantive and means “such a person; either in such a way that a definite individual with his special characteristics is thought of, or that any bearer of certain definite qualities is meant as in: Acts 22:22; 1 Cor 5:5; 2 Cor 2:6f; 10:11a; 12:2, 5; Gal 6:1; Tit 3:11.  The plural HOI TOIOUTOI is used in Mt 19:14; Mk 10:14; Lk 18:16; Rom 16:18; 1 Cor 7:28; 16:16.”

“Therefore, give recognition to such men.”
1 Cor 16:18 corrected translation
“For they refreshed my spirit and yours.  Therefore, give recognition to such men.”
Explanation:

1.  “For they refreshed my spirit and yours.”

a.  As we saw in the previous verse these three deacons from Corinth, who remained positive to doctrine, refreshed Paul’s spirit.


b.  One believer’s human spirit can be refreshed, rejuvenated, and reinvigorated by the positive volition of another believer.


c.  Positive volition is contagious.  Negative volition is also contagious.


d.  Therefore, be careful who your friends are; for their positive or negative volition will rub off on you.


e.  Just as these deacons were a source of spiritual refreshment to Paul, they continued to be a source of spiritual refreshment to the Corinthians.  This is why Paul says that they have refreshed the human spirits of the believers in Corinth.


f.  The mechanics of refreshment.



(1)  A believer becomes positive to doctrine, learns doctrine, perseveres in learning and applying doctrine, and finally reaches spiritual maturity.



(2)  This person has various associations with others.



(3)  Whomever he or she comes into contact with enjoys their company and conversation.



(4)  They are relaxed about the circumstances of life.



(5)  They are content with what they have and their own circumstances.



(6)  They are thoughtful and considerate of others at all times.



(7)  They are thankful for all that God has done for them.



(8)  They always treat others with dignity, honor, and respect from the virtue and integrity of their own soul



(9)  They are never critical of others or malign others, but leave people in the Lord’s hands for His gracious treatment.



(10)  They are most of all gracious to and forgiving of others because of their personal love for God and willingness to obey His command to love one another.

g.  These things make these believers enjoyable to be around and their graciousness and love rub off on others and remind them that God works all things together for good to those who love Him.


h.  They are a living, breathing daily reminder of the plan, will, and purpose of God in each of our lives.


i.  They are a blessing to be around, because we can see the mind of God in their soul and the hand of God in their lives, and this reminds us that the same is true with us.

2.  “Therefore, give recognition to such men.”

a.  Therefore, because these men are such a blessing by association to others, something is expected of the rest of us.


b.  We are commanded by God through the apostle to give recognition to such men.  How do we do this?  Should be bring them forward in front of all and praise them?  Absolutely not.  They are invisible heroes and are to remain that way.  They will be recognized publicly by the Lord Jesus Christ at His evaluation throne.


c.  Since this is not a public recognition, it must therefore be a private recognition.  These kinds of believers are to be recognized by other believers in the privacy of our souls.


d.  Mature believers or invisible heroes are to be recognized privately by other believers who are one their way to maturity or already there themselves.


e.  In addition, Paul has an overt recognition in mind here.  These men are not only mature believers, but deacons in the Corinthian church.  As such they deserve the respect and honor due servants of the Lord Jesus Christ, who have been appointed by God the Holy Spirit for the work that they do.


f.  Therefore, they receive a double recognition:



(1)  an overt recognition because of their position of authority and service in the church,



(2)  and an invisible recognition because of their spiritual advance.


g.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Phil 2:29, “Therefore, receive him [Epaphroditus] with submission to his authority and expectation in the Lord with all happiness, also be holding in highest honor such a one,”



(2)  1 Thes 5:12, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, recognize (OIDA, which is used with this same meaning: acknowledge, remember) those who are working hard among you, that is, ruling you and teaching you.”
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