1 Corinthians 16:16




- is the conjunction HINA, which is used after verbs of imploring, exhorting, requesting, or urging to indicate that which is requested to be done.  It is translated “that.”  Then we have the adjunctive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “also.”  This is followed by the nominative subject from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” with the second person plural present passive subjunctive from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means, “to become subject to a person or a state of being; to subject oneself, be subjected or subordinated, or to obey.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action, which is purposed but not yet taking place.  This can also be a customary present for that which is reasonably expected to occur.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthian believers receive the action of obedience by the exercise of their own free will on themselves.


The subjunctive mood is used in a clause, where the entire clause functions as the object of the main verb.  Here the main verb is at the beginning of verse 15 (I urge) and the object is this entire clause beginning in verse 16.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine plural article and correlative adjective TOIOUTOS, which means, “of such a kind, such as this and is used as a substantive of persons  meaning, such a person; either in such a way that a definite individual with his special characteristics is thought of, or that any bearer of certain definite qualities is meant.”

“that you also obey such men”

 - is the epexegetical or explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  With this we have the dative of indirect object from the adjective PAS, used as a substantive, and meaning “to everyone.”  This is followed by the dative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb SUNERGEW, which means, “work (together) with, cooperate (with), or help.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “who.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that various people produce the action of working together and helping in the establishment and building up of the local church.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the simple connective conjunction KAI, meaning “and” plus the dative masculine singular present active participle from the verb KOPIAW, which means, “to work hard, toil, strive, struggle of physical, but also mental and spiritual exertion.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that various people produce the action of working together and helping in the establishment and building up of the local church.


The participle is circumstantial.

“that is, everyone who helps and works hard.”
1 Cor 16:16 corrected translation
“that you also obey such men, that is, everyone who helps and works hard.”

Explanation:
1.  “that you also obey such men”

a.  The sentence without the parenthesis says, “Now I urge you, brethren, that you also obey such men.”


b.  Paul is commanding the Corinthians to accept the authority of those with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, such as Timothy and Apollos.  They have examples such as Stephanas and his household, who was also a deacon (or possibly a pastor) in the church and was to have his authority respected as well.


c.  The biggest problem in the Corinthian church was their lack of authority orientation.  It led to all their other problems—rejection of the communicator of doctrine and formation of cliques, confusion about marriage, confusion about spiritual gifts, and confusion about resurrection.

2.  “that is, everyone who helps and works hard.”

a.  This is an explanatory addition to define who the “such men” are.  They are the kind of men who help in the establishment of local churches and the continued function of those churches.


b.  Therefore, this would include all apostles, pastors, evangelists, missionaries, deacons, and those with the gift of helps and administration in a local church.  But in this context Paul is pointing his comments at those who are in positions of authority in the local church, such as, pastors and deacons.


c.  The use of the verb KOPIAW in the New Testament is extensive.  Here are some of the passages, which give us a better idea of what Paul means here in our passage by the use of this word.



(1)  It is used for physical labor.




(a)  1 Cor 4:12, “In addition we keep toiling, working with our own hands, when we are verbally abused, we ask for God’s blessing [on those who abuse us], when we are being persecuted, we endure it.”




(b)  Eph 4:28, “He who stole up to now, from now on stop stealing, but rather begin to work hard, working with your hands, doing what is right, that he may have money to share with him who has a need.”



(2)  It is used for physical labor as an illustration of the mental and spiritual labor of those doing the work of the Lord in 2 Tim 2:6, “The hard-working farmer must be the first to receive his share of the benefits.”



(3)  It is used for the spiritual labor of those who work in the church for establishment of the Church and its continued spiritual growth.




(a)  Rom 16:6, “Pay my respects to Mary, who has worked hard for you with reference to many things.”



(b)  Rom 16:12, “Greet Tryphaena and Tryphosa, who have worked in the Lord to the point of exhaustion.  Pay my respects to Persis, worthy of love, who has worked in the Lord to the point of exhaustion with reference to many things.”



(c)  1 Cor 15:10, “However, because of the grace of God I am what I am.  In fact His grace became the not-without-result (effect) in me kind.  But I worked even harder than all of them.  Yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”



(d)  1 Thes 5:12, “Now we ask that all of you, brethren, remember those who are working hard among you, that is, ruling you and teaching you,”



(e)  Gal 4:11, “I am afraid with reference to all of you, that perhaps in vain I have worked hard for you.”



(f)  1 Tim 4:10, “For because of this benefit from spiritual exercise we work hard to the point of exhaustion, we hang in there tough, because we have confidence in the living God, Who is the Savior of all men, especially of believers.”



(g)  Col 1:29, “For which purpose also I toil, exerting myself according to His enabling power, which [enabling power] becomes effective in me by means of [divine] power.”



(h)  Phil 2:16, “be concentrating on the Word of Life that I may have a basis for boasting with reference to the day of Christ [rapture], that I have not run in vain [doctrinal teaching of Paul], nor worked hard for no purpose.”




(i)  1 Tim 5:17, “Those pastor-guardians who have ruled well with the result that they keep ruling honorably, they must be considered worthy of double honor [respect and remuneration], most of all those who work hard to the point of exhaustion in the study of the Word and the teaching of doctrine.”

3.  So the final doctrinal thought of Paul in this letter is the doctrine of authority orientation.


a.  While believers positive toward doctrine advance to maturity, execute the protocol plan of God, and become invisible heroes, a positive believer cannot maintain and continue momentum unless he maintains and continues the basis for doing so, which is authority orientation.


(1)  Perception of doctrine, the function of learning and applying the word of God is based on a principle of authority.  Perception of doctrine is the only way to advance spiritually.  Such perception absolutely demands authority orientation.



(2)  There is no way you can read your Bible for yourself and understand everything you should understand and execute God’s plan to its fullest.  That is why God has given the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, Eph 4:11.


b.  Authority orientation is life orientation.


c.  Authority orientation is honor and humility.  The greater the authority over people, the greater the responsibility to people.  No matter how high we go in life, there is always higher authority that must be recognized in order to perpetuate humility as orientation to life.

4.  Spiritual Authority. 


a.  Spiritual authority resides in the Word of God and in its communicator, the pastor-teacher, as well as in deacons to whom the pastor delegates authority.  The evangelist also has authority.  Obviously the missionary with the spiritual gift of pastor or evangelist also has spiritual authority.

b.  Divine authority is stated in the context of the Word of God.  This authority is delegated to the pastor‑teacher of the local church.  The evangelist has authority over those unbelievers to whom he communicates the Gospel.  Delegated authority is given to those with administrative gifts in a church.


c.  The pastor-teacher’s authority is limited to his own sheep, though his sheep need not be under his face-to-face ministry.


d.  God has provided an umbrella of divine authority over the mechanics of learning the word of God in the teaching ministry of God the Holy Spirit who indwells every believer.  The Holy Spirit must empower and influence the believer for the perception of doctrine.


e.  God has also provided an umbrella of human authority over the mechanics of learning the word of God in the teaching function of the pastor in the local church, either face-to-face or non-face-to-face.


f.  The integrity of the royal family demands authority orientation in the form of academic discipline when the pastor is teaching the word of God.  This is respect for God the Holy Spirit, not the pastor.


(1)  This academic self-discipline is the authority, which the believer imposes upon himself during the teaching of the Word of God, so that others may be free to learn without distraction. 



(2)  This academic self-discipline includes no talking, no unnecessary movement, or anything that would break the concentration of those positive toward the word of God.



(3)  The integrity of the royal family recognizes common sense and good manners, thoughtfulness of others, and respect for the word of God.


g.  Inevitably, the issue is the mystery doctrine of the Church Age perceived and believed in your soul.  This issue demands communication of doctrine from the pastor-teacher and perception by believers.



(1)  The pastor is responsible to the Lord and not to the congregation.  Therefore, when he gets out of line, he gets double discipline.



(2)  It is inevitable that certain members of the congregation will become dissatisfied with their pastor.  Sometimes they will seek to discredit him, to judge, malign, and slander him as some of the Corinthians did to Paul.  Therefore, in Isa 54:17 there is a warning not to tamper with God’s communicator, “‘No weapon which is formed against you will prosper, and every tongue that accuses you in judgment you will condemn.  This is the heritage of the servants of the Lord, and His vindication is from Me,’ decrees the Lord.”

h.  The pastor’s authority is documented throughout Scripture.



(1)  2 Cor 10:8, “For even if I should rub it in about our authority which God gave for your edification, and not to destroy you, I shall not feel ashamed.”


(2)  Heb 13:17, “Keep obeying those pastors who themselves are ruling over you, and submit to their authority; for these same pastors keep watching for the benefit of your souls as those who have to render an account.  Keep obeying them in order that they may do this [accounting] with happiness and not with groaning, for this [failure to accept pastor's authority] is unprofitable to you.”


(3)  1 Thes 5:12, “But we request of you, brethren, that you know [respect the authority of] those pastor-teachers who work hard among you [studying and teaching], who have command over you in the Lord, and who give you instruction [admonition].”


(4)  2 Cor 13:10, “For this reason, I am writing these things while absent in order that when I am present, I may not use severity in compatibility with the authority which God has given to me for the purpose of your edification, and not for the purpose of destroying you.”

i.  The pastor’s authority cannot function apart from two factors.




(1)  The power of the Holy Spirit.




(2)  The positive volition of the congregation directed toward the Bible teaching of the pastor.  The function of human authority is a matter of personal volition or human consent.  The pastor’s communication demands a hearing, but he cannot force anyone to accept or reject it.
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