1 Corinthians 16:13




- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb GRĒGOREW, which means “to be or keep awake.”  It is used figuratively meaning “be on the alert, be watchful.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action which is proposed by Paul but which is not currently taking place in the Corinthian church.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.
“Be on the alert;”
- is the second person plural present active imperative from the verb STĒKW, which means “literately to stand and is used figuratively to stand firm, be steadfast  = in something.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action which is proposed by Paul but which is not currently taking place in the Corinthian church.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.

With this we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular article and noun PISTIS, meaning “in what is believed or doctrine.”

“be steadfast in doctrine;”


- is the second person plural present deponent middle/passive imperative from the verb ANDRIZOMAI, which literally means “conduct oneself in a manly or courageous way”
 and is used figuratively in the NT, meaning “to exhibit courage in the face of danger - ‘to be brave, to be courageous.’”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action which is proposed by Paul but which is not currently taking place in the Corinthian church.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.

“Be courageous;”

 - is the second person plural present passive imperative from the verb KRATAIOW, which means “become strong.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action which is proposed by Paul but which is not currently taking place in the Corinthian church.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians are expected to produce the action.


The imperative mood is a dogmatic command.

“become strong.”
1 Cor 16:13 corrected translation
“Be on the alert; be steadfast in doctrine; be courageous; become strong.”

Explanation:
1.  “Be on the alert;”

a.  Related Scripture:



(1)  Mt 24:42-44, “Therefore be on the alert, for you do not know which day your Lord is coming.  But be sure of this, that if the head of the house had known at what time of the night the thief was coming, he would have been on the alert and would not have allowed his house to be broken into. For this reason you be ready too; for the Son of Man is coming at an hour when you do not think He will.”



(2)  Mt 26:41, “Keep watching and praying, that you may not enter into temptation; the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak.”



(3)  Acts 20:28-31, “Be on guard for yourselves and for all the flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with His own blood.  I know that after my departure savage wolves will come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own selves men will arise, speaking perverse things, to draw away the disciples after them. Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”



(4)  1 Thes 5:4-6, “But you, brethren, are not in the sphere of darkness, so that the day overtakes you as a thief.  For you are all sons of the light and sons of the day.  We are not in the night nor in the darkness.  Consequently therefore let us not sleep as the rest, but be alert and self-controlled.”



(5)  1 Pet 5:8, “Be self-controlled, be alert, your enemy, the Devil, is walking around like a roaring lion, stalking someone to devour.”



(6)  Rev 3:2, “Be constantly alert and strengthen the remnant, who are about to die, for I have not found your accomplishments completed in the sight of my God.”



(7)  Col 4:2, “Persevere in prayer, constantly being alert in it in the sphere of thanksgiving.”


b.  The figurative use of this word always relates to living the spiritual life.  Being alert means understanding and being ready to apply the word of God to any given circumstance or situation in life.


c.  Those who are not alert fail God’s tests when they are tested.


d.  Those who are not alert lack gratitude as the basic ingredient in love for God, and therefore, have no thanksgiving in their soul.


e.  The Corinthians had failed to be alert with regard to their spiritual life, so Paul gives them a well known reminder of a command that he had probably said during every Bible class he taught during the eighteen months he lived in Corinth.

2.  “be steadfast in doctrine;”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Phil 4:1, “Therefore, my beloved and desired brethren, my source of happiness and my wreath, so stand firm [be advancing] in the Lord, beloved ones.”


(2)  1 Thes 3:7-8, “For this reason, we have been encouraged, brethren, because of you during all our distress and affliction because of your faith, so that now we are well, when you stand firm in the Lord.”


(3)  Phil 1:27, “Conduct your life only in a manner worthy of the good news of Christ, in order that whether I come and see you or remain absent, I may hear about your situation, that you are standing firm with the help of one and the same Spirit, in the sphere of one and the same soul, since you have fought at my side by means of faith in the gospel.”


(4)  Rom 14:4, “You there, who are you the one who keeps judging a house slave belonging to another, to his own Lord he stands firm or becomes a casualty; in fact he will hold his ground, for the Lord has the power to make him hold his ground.”


(5)  2 Thes 2:15, “Consequently therefore, brethren, stand firm and take hold of the traditions, which [traditions] you have been taught whether through oral communication or through a letter from us.”


(6)  Gal 5:1, “In the sphere of freedom Christ has set us free.  Therefore stand fast and do not again become entangled in the yoke of slavery.”


b.  This command to be steadfast in doctrine is a mandate to continue positive volition to the teaching and instruction of the pastor-teacher in Corinth.  This was especially important given the fact that Timothy was coming to Corinth to present and teach this letter.


c.  Obedience to this command was critical to putting an end to the factions in the Corinthian church; for it placed emphasis on the word of God rather than on who was teaching God’s word.  It is never the man; it is the message that is important.


d.  Obedience to this command is the only way the Corinthians can continue their spiritual advance and develop personal love for God and unconditional love for all mankind.


e.  Obedience to this command is the only way we can be an encouragement to others.


f.  Obedience to this command is the only means whereby there can be unity in the royal family of God.


g.  Obedience to this command is the only way to hold onto the escrow blessings for eternity.


h.  Obedience to this command is the only way to continue in the spiritual freedom that God has given us as members of the royal family of God.

3.  “be courageous;”

a.  This is the only use of this verb in Scripture.


b.  It does not refer to the courage or bravery that occurs by a soldier in battle, since this is not being written to soldiers, but to a local church.


c.  But we are in a spiritual warfare, Eph 6:12, and are all soldiers of Christ in this warfare.


d.  Also the Corinthians, as all Greeks, were famous for their love of battle, and could relate easily to this command.


e.  Courage is the ability to continue to do your job in the face of overwhelming odds against you.  The overwhelming odds against us are the spiritual forces of darkness in the heavens.


f.  Our spiritual courage is our ability to continue to remember, think, and function in the spiritual life, applying the word of God to our circumstances, whether good or bad, so that we are not overcome by the desires of our sin nature.


g.  This means that emotion can never be allowed to take control of our soul.


h.  This means that mental attitude sins must be excluded at all times from our thinking.


i.  This means that our primary motivation must be our reciprocal love for God.


j.  This means that humility is the order of the day.


k.  This means that we stay on the defensive against Satan, his demon influence, and the sin nature of our bodies at all times.


l.  By doing all these things, we continue to be courageous and act as men and women representing our Lord in all things.

4.  “become strong.”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Lk 1:80, “And the child [John the Baptist] continued to grow, and to become strong in spirit, and he lived in the deserts until the day of his public appearance to Israel.”


(2)  Lk 2:40, “And the Child [Jesus Christ] continued to grow and become strong, increasing in wisdom; and the grace of God was upon Him.”



(3)  Eph 3:16-17, “I pray that He [God the Father] may give you on the basis of the riches of His glory to become strong by means of power through His Spirit in your inner being, so that Christ may be at home in your hearts [thinking] through doctrine, when you have been rooted [a personal sense of destiny] and established [spiritual autonomy] with virtue-love.”


b.  The passive voice indicates that this is something we receive.


c.  Strength in this context refers to spiritual strength, not physical strength.

d.  Therefore, we receive spiritual strength.  We receive spiritual strength from two sources—the two power options of the spiritual life: the influence of the Holy Spirit and Bible doctrine circulating in our thoughts.


e.  We receive instant strength when we are filled with the Spirit.  But the Holy Spirit must have something with which to work.  That something is the word of God in our souls.


f.  We don’t become strong from the word of God in our soul in a short period of time.  For some it can be done in a few years; for others it takes a lifetime.


g.  This verb clearly indicates that becoming strong was something the Corinthians were lacking and needed to improve upon in their spiritual life.  It is applicable to all of us.


h.  In Ephesians Paul explains that we become strong by the filling ministry of the Holy Spirit and the teaching ministry of the Holy Spirit in our inner being, which is His influence on our thinking.  Our thoughts are our spiritual life.  Our spiritual life is our power or strength.  Our volition determines whether or not we want to think and be powerful spiritually in life or not.


i.  Spiritual strength produces spiritual courage, which remains steadfast in doctrine, and causes us to always be alert in the spiritual life.
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