1 Corinthians 15:55




- is the interrogative adverb of place POU, which means “where” plus the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  Then we have the vocative from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “Death.”   This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun NIKOS, meaning “victory.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of EIMI “[is].”
“Death, where [is] your victory?”
 - is the interrogative adverb of place POU, which means “where” plus the possessive genitive from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “your.”  Then we have the vocative from the masculine singular noun THANATOS, meaning “Death.”   This is followed by the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun KENTRON, meaning “the sting of an animal as in Rev 9:10, “And they had tails plus stings like scorpions; and in their tails is the power to hurt those men for five months.”  Ellipsis demands the insertion of EIMI “[is].”
“Death, where [is] your sting?”
1 Cor 15:55 corrected translation
“Death, where [is] your victory?  Death, where [is] your sting?”
Explanation:
1.  Paul is no longer addressing the Corinthians.  This is God the Holy Spirit controlling his soul and motivating him to make a dramatic exclamation to all of the angelic and human creation.

2.  “Death, where [is] your victory?”

a.  Death is personified here as it is in Rev 6:8, “I looked, and behold, an ashen horse; and he who sat on it had the name Death; and Hades was following with him.  Authority was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill with sword and with famine and with pestilence and by the wild beasts of the earth.” And Rev 20:13-14, “And the sea gave up the dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to their deeds.  Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. This is the second death, the lake of fire.”

b.  Spiritual death, which is manifest in physical death, has no victory in the angelic conflict.


c.  Our Lord Jesus Christ won the victory over physical death by His spiritual victory on the Cross.


d.  This rhetorical question has an answer: death has no victory!


e.  The victory over death is resurrection.  Jesus Christ won this victory, when He was raised from the dead.  He gives the victory of resurrection to each one of us by raising us from the dead.  Therefore, we share in his victory.

3.  “Death, where [is] your sting?”

a.  This is a quote from Hos 13:14, “Shall I ransom them from the power of Sheol?  Shall I redeem them from death?  O Death, where are your thorns?  O Sheol, where is your sting?  Compassion will be hidden from My sight.”

b.  Another rhetorical question that has a definite answer: there is no sting in death!


c.  There may be pain in dying, but there is no pain in death.


d.  The resurrection body is incapable of pain; therefore, there is no sting in death.


e.  Death is one of the greatest blessings for the Church Age believer, because he or she is absent from the body and face-to-face with the Lord in a state of no more pain, no more tears, no more death, the old things have passed away.


f.  There is no sting in death for either the spiritual or carnal believers.  There may be sting in dying, depending on the manner of a person’s death, but there is no sting for either believer in interim body in heaven.


g.  Even though this is a rhetorical question, Paul will answer this question in the next verse.
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