1 Corinthians 15:36




- is the vocative from the masculine singular adjective APHRWN, which means “foolish, ignorant and is used in 2 Cor 11:19; Lk 11:40; 12:20; Rom 2:20; 1 Cor 15:36; 2 Cor 11:16; 12:6, 11; Eph 5:17; 1 Pet 2:15.”
  As a vocative singular the translation “You fool” is not a bad translation.  Literally it refers to someone who does not think.  They act without thinking, generally based upon how they feel.

“You fool,”
- is the nominative subject from the second person singular personal pronoun SU, meaning “you” with the second person singular present active indicative from the verb SPEIRW, which means “to sow [seed].”

The present tense is a descriptive present for what is now going on.


The active voice indicates that the believer in Corinth that does not believe in resurrection produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter singular relative pronoun HOS, meaning “the thing which” or “that which.”
“That which you sow”
- is the negative adverb OU, meaning “absolutely not” plus the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb ZWIOPOIEW, which means “to make alive, to give life to.”

The present tense is a gnomic present for a condition or state that perpetually exists.


The passive voice indicates that which is sown receives the action of not being made alive.


The indicative mood indicates a dogmatic statement of fact.

“is not made alive”
  - is the third class conditional particle EAN with the negative adverb MĒ, meaning literally, “if not,” but are used together as an idiom, meaning “except, unless.”  Finally, we have the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb APOTHNĒISKW, which means “it dies.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which looks at the action in its entirety and regards it as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the thing that is to be made alive produces the action of first dying.


The subjunctive mood is used with EAN to form the conditional clause.

“unless it dies.”
1 Cor 15:36 corrected translation
“You fool!  That which you sow is not made alive unless it dies.”
Explanation:

1.  “You fool!”

a.  Paul has been given permission by God the Holy Spirit to let these believers in Corinth know exactly what God thinks of them.


b.  They are fools.  This was an insult, especially to the Greeks, who took great pride in being the most intelligent people in the ancient world.


c.  A fool in the Greek is a non-thinker, someone who cannot or does not think objectively and rationally.


d.  The fool is someone who lives his or her life based on emotion.  They are irrational; come to wrong conclusions; live in a world of unreality; have unrealistic expectations about life; act without thinking; and constantly make bad decisions.


e.  What does the Scripture say about the fool?

1 Sam 26:21, “Then Saul said, ‘I have sinned.  Return, my son David, for I will not harm you again because my life was precious in your sight this day.  Behold, I have played the fool and have committed a serious error.’”
2 Sam 3:33, “The king chanted a lament for Abner and said, ‘Should Abner die as a fool dies?’”
Ps 14:1, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; there is no one who does good.”
Ps 53:1, “The fool has said in his heart, ‘There is no God.’  They are corrupt, and have committed abominable injustice; there is no one who does good.”
Prov 7:22, “Suddenly he follows her as an ox goes to the slaughter, or as one in fetters to the discipline of a fool.”
Prov 10:8, “The wise of heart will receive commands, but a babbling fool will be ruined.”
Prov 10:10, “He who winks the eye causes trouble, and a babbling fool will be ruined.”
Prov 10:18, “He who conceals hatred has lying lips, and he who spreads slander is a fool.”
Prov 10:23, “Doing wickedness is like sport to a fool, and so is wisdom to a man of understanding.”
Prov 12:15, “The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, but a wise man is he who listens to counsel.”
Prov 13:16, “Every prudent man acts with knowledge, but a fool displays folly.”
Prov 14:7, “Leave the presence of a fool, or you will not discern words of knowledge.”
Prov 14:16, “A wise man is cautious and turns away from evil, but a fool is arrogant and careless.”
Prov 15:5, “A fool rejects his father's discipline, but he who regards reproof is sensible.”
Prov 17:7, “Excellent speech is not fitting for a fool, much less are lying lips to a prince.”
Prov 17:10, “A rebuke goes deeper into one who has understanding than a hundred blows into a fool.”
Prov 17:12, “Let a man meet a bear robbed of her cubs, rather than a fool in his folly.”
Prov 17:16, “Why is there a price in the hand of a fool to buy wisdom, when he has no sense?”
Prov 17:21, “He who sires a fool does so to his sorrow, and the father of a fool has no joy.”
Prov 17:24, “Wisdom is in the presence of the one who has understanding, but the eyes of a fool are on the ends of the earth.”
Prov 17:28, “Even a fool, when he keeps silent, is considered wise; when he closes his lips, he is considered prudent.”
Prov 18:2, “A fool does not delight in understanding, but only in revealing his own mind.”
Prov 19:1, “Better is a poor man who walks in his integrity than he who is perverse in speech and is a fool.”
Prov 19:10, “Luxury is not fitting for a fool; much less for a slave to rule over princes.”
Prov 20:3, “Keeping away from strife is an honor for a man, but any fool will quarrel.”
Prov 23:9, “Do not speak in the hearing of a fool, for he will despise the wisdom of your words.”
Prov 24:7, “Wisdom is too exalted for a fool, he does not open his mouth in the gate.”
Prov 26:1, “Like snow in summer and like rain in harvest, so honor is not fitting for a fool.”
Prov 26:4, “Do not answer a fool according to his folly, or you will also be like him.”
Prov 26:5, “Answer a fool as his folly deserves, that he not be wise in his own eyes.”
Prov 26:6, “He cuts off his own feet and drinks violence who sends a message by the hand of a fool.”
Prov 26:8, “Like one who binds a stone in a sling, so is he who gives honor to a fool.”
Prov 26:10, “Like an archer who wounds everyone, so is he who hires a fool or who hires those who pass by.”
Prov 26:11, “Like a dog that returns to its vomit is a fool who repeats his folly.”
Prov 26:12, “Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool than for him.”
Prov 27:3, “A stone is heavy and the sand weighty, but the provocation of a fool is heavier than both of them.”
Prov 27:22, “Though you pound a fool in a mortar with a pestle along with crushed grain, yet his foolishness will not depart from him.”
Prov 28:26, “He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, but he who walks wisely will be delivered.”
Prov 29:11, “A fool always loses his temper, but a wise man holds it back.”
Prov 29:20, “Do you see a man who is hasty in his words?  There is more hope for a fool than for him.”
Prov 30:22, “Under a slave when he becomes king, and a fool when he is satisfied with food.”
Eccl 2:14, “The wise man's eyes are in his head, but the fool walks in darkness.  And yet I know that one fate befalls them both.”
Eccl 2:15, “Then I said to myself, ‘As is the fate of the fool, it will also befall me. Why then have I been extremely wise?’  So I said to myself, ‘This too is vanity.’”
Eccl 2:16, “For there is no lasting remembrance of the wise man as with the fool, inasmuch as in the coming days all will be forgotten. And how the wise man and the fool alike die!”
Eccl 2:19, “And who knows whether he will be a wise man or a fool?  Yet he will have control over all the fruit of my labor for which I have labored by acting wisely under the sun. This too is vanity.”
Eccl 4:5, “The fool folds his hands and consumes his own flesh.”
Eccl 5:3, “For the dream comes through much effort and the voice of a fool through many words.”
Eccl 6:8, “For what advantage does the wise man have over the fool?  What advantage does the poor man have, knowing how to walk before the living?”
Eccl 7:6, “For as the crackling of thorn bushes under a pot, So is the laughter of the fool; And this too is futility.”
Eccl 7:17, “Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a fool.  Why should you die before your time?”
Eccl 10:3, “Even when the fool walks along the road, his sense is lacking and he demonstrates to everyone that he is a fool.”
Eccl 10:12, “Words from the mouth of a wise man are gracious, while the lips of a fool consume him.”
Eccl 10:14, “Yet the fool multiplies words.  No man knows what will happen, and who can tell him what will come after him?”
Eccl 10:15, “The toil of a fool so wearies him that he does not even know how to go to a city.”
Isa 32:5, “No longer will the fool be called noble, or the rogue be spoken of as generous.”
Isa 32:6, “For a fool speaks nonsense, and his heart inclines toward wickedness: to practice ungodliness and to speak error against the Lord, to keep the hungry person unsatisfied and to withhold drink from the thirsty.”
Jer 17:11, “As a partridge that hatches eggs which it has not laid, so is he who makes a fortune, but unjustly; in the midst of his days it will forsake him, and in the end he will be a fool.”
Hos 9:7, “The days of punishment have come, the days of retribution have come; let Israel know this!  The prophet is a fool, the inspired man is demented, because of the grossness of your iniquity, and because your hostility is so great.”
Mt 5:22, “But I say to you that everyone who is angry with his brother shall be guilty before the court; and whoever says to his brother, ‘You good-for-nothing,’ shall be guilty before the supreme court; and whoever says, ‘You fool,’ shall be guilty enough to go into the fiery hell.”
Lk 12:20, “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your soul is required of you; and now who will own what you have prepared?’”
2.  “That which you sow is not made alive unless it dies.”

a.  Paul uses a common sense illustration from nature that everyone will observe and to which everyone agrees.  A seed has to be planted in the ground before a new plant can come from it.  The object here is “the thing which” and refers to a seed.


b.  The human body is compared to a seed that a planter sows in the ground.  The human body must be buried like a seed in order for it to come to life again as a new plant.


c.  A seed does not come to life in the spring as a new plant, unless that seed is buried in the ground and decays.  This is a picture of death.


d.  The resurrection of the believer’s body is compared to the seed.  It must be buried, so that it can decay and be destroyed.  Then God can raise up from that dead body a new body, as a new tree comes from the seed of the old tree.


e.  There is no resurrection without death.  The resurrection of Christ could not occur unless He first died on the Cross physically.  Then He was buried, so that He could be raised from the dead.


f.  The Corinthians, who do not believe in resurrection, are such non-thinkers that they cannot even see that resurrection is illustrated in nature and has been since the beginning of time.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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