1 Corinthians 15:28




- is the continuative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “And” plus the temporal conjunction HOTAN, meaning “when.”  With this we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subordinate, to subject.”

The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which gathers all the actions of the Lord Jesus Christ that result in the subordination of revolt against God into a single whole, and regards these actions from the standpoint of completed results.


The active voice indicates that the deity of Christ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HOTAN to form a temporal clause and indicates the indefinite time of the action.  The action is sure to happen, but the exact time when it occurs is unknown.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the third person masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a personal pronoun, meaning “to Him” and referring to God the Father.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and adjective PAS, used as a substantive and meaning “all things.”
“And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father],”
- is the temporal adverb TOTE, which means “then.”  The word KAI is a scribal addition and is not part of the original text.  It is found in only one good ancient manuscript.  Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS with the article and noun HUIOS, meaning “the Son Himself.”  This is followed by the third person singular future passive indicative from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “He will be subordinated.”

The future tense is a predicative future for what will certainly take place.


The passive voice indicates that the humanity of Christ receives the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“then the Son Himself will be subordinated”
- is the dative indirect object from the masculine singular articular aorist active participle from the verb HUPOTASSW, which means “to subject, to subordinate.”

The article is used as a relative pronoun, meaning “to Him who or to the One who.”

The aorist tense is a constative aorist, which regards the act of God the Father subordinating all things to Christ as a fact without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produced the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

Then we have the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular intensive pronoun AUTOS, used as a third person personal pronoun, meaning “to Him” and referring to God the Son.  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the neuter singular article and adjective PAS, meaning “all things.”
“to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son],”
 - is the conjunction HINA, used to introduce a final purpose clause, and translated “in order that.”  With this we have the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb EIMI, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The active voice indicates that God the Father produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used with HINA to introduce a final purpose clause.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God” and referring to God the Father.  The article TA is not part of the original, but included by scribes because of its previous use in this context and elsewhere.  Then we have the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective PAS, meaning “everything.”  Finally, we have the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the neuter plural adjective PAS, again used as a substantive, and meaning “in the sphere of all things” and referring to all creatures He has ever created, both human and angelic.
“in order that God might be everything in the sphere of all creatures.”
1 Cor 15:28 corrected translation
“And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father], then the Son himself will be subordinated to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son], in order that God might be everything in the sphere of all creatures.”
Explanation:
1.  “And when He [God the Son] subordinates all things to Him [God the Father], then the Son himself will be subordinated”

a.  Compare 1 Cor 3:23, “In fact, you belong to Christ, and Christ belongs to God.”

b.  At the end of human history, when the last judgment is over, the new heavens and new earth have been created, and the deity of Christ has subordinated all creatures to God the Father, then the humanity of Christ will subordinate Himself to the authority of God as well.


c.  This is not the subordination of the deity of God the Son to the deity of God the Father.  That is absolute heresy; for all three members of the Trinity are co-equal and cannot and do not subordinate themselves to one another.


d.  However, the perfect humanity of Christ—the Son of God—can and will subordinate himself to the authority of God the Father, just as he did when he agreed to go to the Cross.

2.  “to the One [God the Father] who subordinated all things to Him [God the Son],”

a.  The humanity of Christ subordinates himself to God the Father.


b.  This is the ultimate proof by the Lord Jesus Christ that all creatures owe respect and subordination to God.  The Lord Jesus Christ subordinates His own humanity to the authority of God the Father.


c.  God the Father has given all authority to the perfect humanity of Christ.



(1)  Mt 11:27, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father; nor does anyone know the Father except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.   Compare Lk 10:22, “All things have been handed over to Me by My Father, and no one knows who the Son is except the Father, and who the Father is except the Son, and anyone to whom the Son wills to reveal Him.”


(2)  Jn 3:35, “The Father loves the Son and has given all things into His hand.”


(3)  Jn 13:3, “Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God and was going back to God,”


(4)  Jn 16:15, “All things that the Father has are Mine; therefore I said that He takes of Mine and will disclose it to you.”


(5)  Rom 11:36, “For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever.  Amen.”

d.  The Lord Jesus Christ has the omnipotence as God to subordinate all things to Himself, Phil 3:21, “who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory, by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”
3.  “in order that God might be everything in the sphere of every creature.”

a.  Compare 1 Cor 12:6, “In fact there are different types of production, but the same God [Holy Spirit] who produces all [spiritual] things in all [believers].”

b.  There will only be believers in the eternal state with God.


c.  God’s entire plan, and purpose for the existence of creatures is for them to share His love and all that He can provide for them forever.


d.  God has never wanted to do anything more than love that which He creates.


e.  Every creature God has ever created has been created with the express purpose that God would love that person to the maximum.


f.  God wants to give all He can possibly give to those who love Him in return.


g.  This God will do for all those who have accepted His authority (angels) and believed in Christ (humans) forever in the eternal state.


h.  When this is accomplished, then God will be everything He can possibly be to all those who have believed in Him.


i.  The sphere of all things includes both human creatures and angelic creatures, both males and females.  The neuter is used to refer to all of these various groups of creatures.  It does not refer to inanimate things such as rocks, trees, the wind, etc.  That is pantheism and a heresy.


j.  The entire purpose of the creation of all creatures has been for the glorification of God.  This glorification requires the recognition by those creatures of the love of God, which results in the even greater manifestation of the love of God toward those creatures.


k.  The sphere of all things refers to the sphere of all creatures.  This is seen in Col 1:16, 20, “because by means of Him [Jesus Christ] all things were created in the heavens and on the earth, the visible and invisible, whether angelic kings or angelic lords, whether angelic general officers or field grade officers, all things have been created through Him and because of Him…and through Him, to reconcile all things to Himself, having made peace through the blood [spiritual death] of His Cross, through Him whether the things on the earth [mankind] or the things in the heavens [angels].”
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