1 Corinthians 15:24




- is the temporal adverb EITA, meaning “then, next” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter singular article and noun TELOS, meaning “the end” and has the connotation of “the termination or cessation” of something, “the last part, close, conclusion especially of the last things, the final act in the cosmic drama Mt 24:6, 14; Mk 13:7; Lk 21:9;
 or “the rest, remainder.”  Because of the use of this word in the gospels and the context which follows in this verse, this word refers to the end, close, or conclusion of Satan’s rule of the world at the Second Advent of Christ.

“Then the end,”
- is the temporal adverb HOTAN, which means “when” plus the third person singular present active subjunctive from the verb PARADIDWMI, which means “to deliver over.”

The present tense is a futuristic present, which is used for a confident assertion about what is going to take place in the future.  The event, although it has not yet occurred, is looked upon as so certain that it is thought of as already occurring.


The active voice indicates that our Lord Jesus Christ produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses with HOTAN where the temporal element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to the time of realization.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular article and noun BASILEIA, which means “the kingdom.”  This is followed by the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “to God.”  Then we have the ascensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “even” plus the dative of indirect object from the noun PATĒR, meaning “the Father.”
“when He will deliver over the kingdom to God, even the Father,”
 - is the temporal adverb HOTAN, meaning “when” plus the third person singular aorist active subjunctive from the verb KATARGEW, which means “to abolish, wipe out, or set aside.”

The aorist tense is a futuristic aorist, which involves the use of the aorist to indicate an event, which has not in fact happened, but which is so certain to happen that it is depicted as thought it had already happened.


The active voice indicates that our Lord produces the action.


The subjunctive mood is used in temporal clauses with HOTAN where the temporal element is indefinite and implies uncertainty as to the time of realization.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the feminine singular adjective PAS and the noun ARCHĒ, meaning “every ruler.”  This cannot mean “all authority” because God Himself is the one who has established authority in the universe.  It is Satan who seeks to disregard that authority.  Therefore, God would never abolish all authority.  Then we have the explanatory use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “that is.”  The noun ARCHĒ states the overall principle.  The two accusative feminine singular nouns, which follow, break the overall category of ARCHĒ down into two subcategories.  The first subcategory is the adjective PAS and the noun EXOUSIA, which means “every authority” and refers to human rulers and persons in authority.  Then we have the simple connective use of KAI, meaning “and.”  The second subcategory is the noun DUNAMIS, meaning “power” and refers to angelic rulers.

“when He will abolish every ruler, that is every [human] authority and [angelic] ruler.”
1 Cor 15:24 corrected translation
“Then the end, when He will deliver over the kingdom to God, even the Father, when He will abolish every ruler, that is every [human] authority and [angelic] ruler.”
Explanation:
1.  “Then the end, when He will deliver over the kingdom to God, even the Father,”

a.  Paul is giving a chronology of future events.


b.  The next event that happens after the Rapture of the Church is the Second Advent of Christ.


c.  “The end” refers to the Second Advent and not to the next resurrection.


d.  The next resurrection, which is the resurrection of all Old Testament believers and Tribulation martyrs, occurs at the end of the Second Advent of Christ, after He abolishes every ruler and authority, whether human or angelic, during the Tribulation.


e.  “The end” includes several events historically.



(1)  Christ returns to the earth to deliver Israel from the attack by the four kings of the earth (the king of the North, the king of the South, the kings of the East, and the king of the West).



(2)  The earth is restored to perfect environment.  It takes nine months to bury the dead.



(3)  All Old Testament believers and Tribulational martyrs are resurrected.



(4)  Jesus Christ is established as king of Israel.



(5)  All unbelievers are removed from the earth in the Baptism of Fire.  This is described here in our verse as the abolishing of every ruler.



(6)  The Lord will establish those believers whom He desires to rule with Him in their positions of authority throughout the world.


f.  Finally, with everything set in place as it was at the beginning of human history, our Lord delivers over His kingdom to God the Father for approval.


g.  This is the humanity of Christ submitting to the authority of God the Father and executing His will, just as He did throughout His First Advent.


h.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Dan 2:44, “In the days of those kings the God of heaven will set up a kingdom which will never be destroyed, and that kingdom will not be left for another people; it will crush and put an end to all these kingdoms, but it will itself endure forever.”


(2)  Dan 7:14, “And to Him was given dominion, glory and a kingdom, that all the peoples, nations and men of every language might serve Him.  His dominion is an everlasting dominion, which will not pass away; and His kingdom is one, which will not be destroyed.”


(3)  Dan 7:27, “Then the sovereignty, the dominion and the greatness of all the kingdoms under the whole heaven will be given to the people of the saints of the Highest One; His kingdom will be an everlasting kingdom, and all the dominions will serve and obey Him.’”


(4)  2 Pet 1:11, “for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.”
2.  “when He will abolish every ruler, that is every [human] authority and [angelic] ruler.”

a.  One of the key events in our Lord establishing His kingdom on earth is the removal of all the corrupt and evil authorities, both human and angelic, that have governed the earth during the Tribulation.


b.  The word “abolish” refers to the Baptism of Fire.

A.  Definition.

1.  The baptism of fire is defined as the judgment of the Tribulational unbelievers at the Second Advent.  They are removed from the earth and placed in fire for 1000 years until the Last Judgment.


2.  Both Jews and Gentiles who are Tribulational unbelievers are involved in this Second Advent judgment.


3.  This judgment results in the Millennium beginning with believers only, Mt 3:11‑12; Lk 3:16.

B.  The baptism of fire is one of seven different baptisms in the Bible.

1.  Real baptisms are minus water.  They are an identification of something with something else, i.e., an actual identification.



a.  In the baptism of Moses, the Jews were identified with Moses in crossing the Red Sea.  Moses was identified with the cloud, Jesus Christ, 1 Cor 10:2.  No one got wet.



b.  In the baptism of the cross, our sins were identified with Christ on the cross.  This is also called the baptism of the cup, Matt 20:22; 2 Cor 5:21; 1 Pet 2:24.  No one got wet.



c.  In the baptism of the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit enters the Church Age believer into union with Christ, 1 Cor 12:13; Gal 3:26‑8; Col 2:12; Acts 1:5; Rom 6:3‑4; Eph 4:5.  No one gets wet.


d.  In the baptism of fire, unbelievers are identified with fire for 1000 years, Lk 3:16‑7; Mt 3:11‑2; 2 Thes 1:7‑9; Mt 25:31,33. No one gets wet.

2.  Ritual baptisms are wet baptisms, in which the water represents something.



a.  In the baptism of John, the water portrayed the kingdom of God, and believers entered into the water to show they were a part of the kingdom of God, Mt 3:6‑11; Jn 1:25‑33.



b.  In the baptism of Jesus, the water represented the plan of God for the First Advent in sending the Son to the cross, and the Son accepting the will of God by entering the water, Mt 3:13‑17.



c.  In water baptism for Church Age believers, water represented the baptism of the Holy Spirit, making them members of the royal family of God.  We are identified with Christ in His death, burial and resurrection, Acts 2:38, 41, 8:36, 38, 16:15, 33.  Water baptism was a training aid to represent what happened at salvation.  It teaches the baptism of the Holy Spirit until the Canon was completed.  It is questionable as to what if any benefit it has after the completion of the Canon.  There is no present linear aktionsart imperative for this ritual as is mandated for the Lord’s Supper.

C.  The time of the baptism of fire is at the Second Advent, 2 Thes 1:7‑9; Mt 3:11‑2.
D.  The announcement of the baptism of fire was given to John the Baptist, Mt 3:11‑12; Lk 3:16‑17.  The baptism of the Holy Spirit and the baptism of fire demonstrate the power of Jesus Christ.  In the days of Noah, all unbelievers were removed from the earth by water; at the Second Advent it will be by fire.

E.  The analogy to the baptism of fire is found in Mt 24:36‑41.  The one left in the field is the mature believer; the one taken is the unbeliever.  The Second Advent is compared to the days of Noah when people had no time for doctrine because they were too distracted by the pleasures of normal living.

F.  Parables of the Baptism of Fire.

1.  The wheat and the tares, Mt 13:24‑30, 36‑40.


2.  The good and bad fish, Mt 13:47‑50.


3.  The ten virgins, Mt 25:1‑13.


4.  The sheep and the goats, Mt 25:31‑46.


5.  The talent test, Mt 25:14‑30.  The one talent man represents the unbeliever.

G.  The Jewish Baptism of Fire, Ezek 20:34‑38; Isa 1:25‑27.  All Jewish unbelievers of the Tribulation go into fire, Mal 3:1‑6, 4:1‑2.  Christ judges them in the desert.

H.  The Gentile Baptism of Fire, Mt 25:31‑46.
I.  The baptism of fire is used to motivate and evangelize Jews of the Church Age, Heb 12:27‑29.  The punishment area for the baptism of fire is Torments where all unbelievers await the Last Judgment.

J.  The baptism of fire vindicates the character of Jesus Christ, Rev 19:11.
K.  The baptism of fire is necessary for the beginning of a new civilization in the Millennium.  In each civilization man has a different life span.  Each civilization has its own climate and its own variation in species.  All civilizations begin with believers only.  A civilization is the divine protection of the human race during the angelic conflict.  There are four civilizations: antediluvian, postdiluvian, millennium, and eternity.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.
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