1 Corinthians 15:20




 - is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunction DE, meaning “But” plus the adverb of time NUNI, meaning “now.”  With this we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular proper noun CHRISTOS, which means “Christ.”  This is followed by the third person singular perfect passive indicative from the verb EGEIRW, which means “to be raised.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which places emphasis on the past, completed action.


The passive voice indicates that our Lord received the action of being raised from the dead by the action of God the Father and God the Holy Spirit.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

Then we have the preposition EK plus the ablative of separation from the masculine plural adjective NEKROS, used as a substantive and meaning “out from the dead.”
“But now Christ has been raised out from the dead”
 - is the appositional nominative subject from the feminine singular noun APARCHĒ, which is a “sacrificial technical term, meaning first-fruits, and is used of anything that was considered holy to the divinity and was consecrated before the rest could be put to secular use.”
  With this we have the descriptive genitive masculine plural articular perfect deponent middle/passive participle from the verb KOIMAOMAI, which means “to be asleep.”  The word is used metaphorically for those who have died physically, but are still very much alive in interim bodies with the Lord.


The article is used as a demonstrative and relative pronoun, meaning “those who.”

The perfect tense is a consummative perfect, which places emphasis on the past, completed action.


The deponent middle/passive voice is middle/passive in form but active in meaning—those believers, who have died, produce the action.


The participle is circumstantial.

“the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
1 Cor 15:20 corrected translation
“But now Christ has been raised out from the dead, the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”
Explanation:
1.  “But now Christ has been raised out from the dead”

a.  Related Scripture.



(1)  Acts 2:24, “But God raised Him up again, putting an end to the agony of death, since it was impossible for Him to be held in its power.”


(2)  Acts 26:23, “that the Christ was to suffer, and that by reason of His resurrection from the dead He would be the first to proclaim light both to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”


(3)  1 Cor 15:6, “After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;”


(4)  1 Cor 15:23, “But each in his own order: Christ the first fruits, after that those who are Christ’s at His coming,”
(5)  1 Thes 4:16, “For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.”
(6)  1 Pet 1:3, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His great mercy has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,”
(7)  Rev 1:5, “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth.  To Him who loves us and released us from our sins by His blood.”
(8)  Rev 14:13, “And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, ‘Write, “Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!”’ ‘Yes,’ says the Spirit, ‘so that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them.’”

b.  This is a direct, dogmatic doctrinal statement of Paul.  This is a declarative statement of the word of God.


c.  Paul was an absolute, objective, impartial witness to the person of Jesus Christ in resurrection body, and here he declares without any doubt, equivocation, or subterfuge that this is an absolute fact.


d.  Paul is no longer taking the hypothetical side of the confused Corinthians, but declaring the absolute, unconfused position of God with regard to the matter.


e.  Paul has laid down all the empirical and rational proof for the resurrection of Christ in the previous verses.  This is his dogmatic, declarative conclusion.

2.  “the first-fruits of those who have fallen asleep.”

a.  Jesus Christ is the first person to ever be raised from the dead in a resurrection body.


b.  Several people in Scripture are mentioned as having come back from the dead, but they eventually died again.  They were resuscitated, but not resurrected.  They died a second time; our Lord will never die again.


c.  From this point forward in human history God will only perform resurrections.  Satan will perform resuscitation in the Tribulation, Rev 13:1-14, but he is not capable of performing a resurrection.


d.  The first-fruits of crops or a herd were always dedicated to God as a thanksgiving offering or sacrifice.  This was recognition that God was the source of all blessing to mankind.


e.  Our Lord Jesus Christ dedicated Himself as the sacrificial offering for sin as a substitute for mankind.


f.  God the Father and God the Holy Spirit accept the perfect humanity of Christ in hypostatic union as the perfect offering for sin.


g.  The acknowledgment of this acceptance by God the Father and God the Holy Spirit is the resurrection of our Lord from the dead.


h.  All others who follow our Lord in being raised from the dead, do so because their sins are no longer held against them; for Christ paid the penalty for their sins.


i.  There are two general resurrections from the dead.



(1)  The dead in Christ, which includes all believers of human history.



(2)  The second resurrection, which is the resurrection of all unbelievers of human history.


j.  The first resurrection of all believers is broken down into four groups.



(1)  Christ the first-fruits.



(2)  The royal family of God or the bride of Christ made up of all Church Age believers.



(3)  All Old Testament believers and those who die during the Tribulation.



(4)  All believers who live through the Tribulation and into the millennial reign of Christ.
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