1 Corinthians 14:3




- is the adversative use of DE, meaning “But” plus the nominative masculine singular articular present active participle from the verb PROPHĒTEUW, which means “to communicate divine revelation.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun and is translated “the one who.”


The nominative masculine singular indicates that this is the subject of the sentence and refers to any male believer with a spiritual communication gift.


The present tense is an aoristic present, which states a fact that is now going on without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates that the person with the spiritual communication gift produces the action.


The participle is an ascriptive particle, which means it is used as a substantive.

Then we have the dative of advantage from the masculine plural noun ANTHRWPOS, which means “for the benefit of men.”  This is followed by the third person singular present active indicative from the verb LALEW, which means “to speak.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what goes on when the person with a communication gift uses it.


The active voice indicates that the person with the spiritual communication gift produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“But the one who communicates divine revelation speaks for the benefit of men”

 - is the accusative direct object from three feminine singular nouns connected by the conjunction KAI, meaning “and.”  The word OIKODOMĒ means “literally building as a process, construction, but is only used figuratively in the NT of spiritual strengthening, meaning edifying, edification, building up as in ‘for the building up of the church’ 1 Cor 14:12; 2 Cor 12:19; for edification Rom 15:2; 1 Cor 14:26; cf. Eph 4:29; 2 Cor 13:10; cf. 10:8; ‘what makes for the edification of each other’ Rom 14:19; ‘the one who prophesies speaks words that edify’ 1 Cor 14:3.”
  Then we have the noun PARAKLĒSIS, which means “encouragement, exhortation, comfort.”
  Finally we have the noun PARAMUTHIA, which means “comfort, consolation.”

“edification and encouragement and comfort”
1 Cor 14:3 corrected translation
“But the one who communicates divine revelation speaks edification and encouragement and comfort for the benefit of men.”
Explanation:

1.  “But the one who communicates divine revelation speaks”

a.  This is not the spiritual gift of prophecy per se, but rather the entire concept of any believer who reveals the content of divine revelation by speaking or teaching the word of God.


b.  At the time of writing this could be written or oral communication.  With so little of the written canon of Scripture having been completed, it was more so oral communication than the function of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher teaching the epistles of the New Testament.


c.  The contrast here is between the person who speaks foreign languages as a method of evangelization versus the person who is teaching the revelation of God verbally.  The former was only understood by a few members of the congregation at best, whereas the latter was understood by all.

2.  “edification and encouragement and comfort for the benefit of men.”

a.  Paul mentions three things as a result of the clear verbal communication of the revelation of God: edification, encouragement, and comfort.


b.  Edification.



(1)  Related Scripture.




(a)  Acts 20:32, “And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”




(b)  1 Thes 5:11, “For this reason comfort one another and strengthen (build up) one another, just as certainly you are doing.”




(c)  Rom 14:19, “Consequently, we run after those things [doctrines] related to prosperity and those things related to the edification (building up) of another.”




(d)  2 Cor 10:8, “For even if I boast somewhat further about our authority, which the Lord gave for edifying you (building you up) and not for destroying you, I will not be put to shame,”




(e)  2 Cor 13:10, “For this reason I am writing these things while absent, so that when present I need not use severity, in accordance with the authority which the Lord gave me for edification (building up) and not for tearing down.”




(f)  Eph 4:12, “for the purpose of equipping the saints [teaching doctrine], for the production [work, occupation] of [Christian] service, for the edification of the body of Christ [manufacture of invisible heroes],”




(g)  Eph 4:16, “Because of whom [Lord Jesus Christ], the entire body, being joined together [baptism of Spirit], and being inculcated by every joint of supply [pastor-teacher] on the basis of the operational power [omnipotence of the Holy Spirit], in measure, one [pastor-teacher] for each part [congregation]; he himself causes the growth of the body resulting in its edification by means of virtue-love.”




(h)  Jude 1:20, “But all of you, beloved, build yourselves up by means of your most holy doctrine, pray in the sphere of the Holy Spirit,”



(2)  A comparison of these Scriptures tells us the following:




(a)  We are built up by Bible doctrine in our souls.




(b)  The purpose of the pastor-teacher is to teach this doctrine for the edification or spiritual growth (building up) of the body of believers.




(c)  All believers with the communication spiritual gifts prior to the completion of the Canon were responsible for the spiritual building up of the other believers—“build one another up.”  This does not mean that all believers have the spiritual ability to cause the spiritual growth of all other believers.




(d)  However, all believers with doctrine in their stream of consciousness do have the spiritual power to be an encouragement and comfort to all other believers.




(e)  Spiritual authority given to certain male believers with certain communication gifts is designed to edify or build up or cause the spiritual growth of other believers and not produce their spiritual decline (tearing down).




(f)  The ultimate purpose of the spiritual life of the Church Age is the spiritual growth of all believers.


c.  Encouragement.



(1)  Communicators of doctrine are to “appeal to or urge” their hearers.  This is a reference to directly challenging the volition of their listeners to get with the plan of God for their lives.  There is no emotional connotation here.



(2)  Communicators of doctrine are to “implore, entreat, and exhort” their hearers.  This means to directly challenge believers to learn doctrine, to function under the power of God the Holy Spirit, to use the problem solving devices, and to advance in the spiritual life.



(3)  Communicators of doctrine are to “encourage and comfort” their hearers.  This is a reference to the teaching the whole realm of doctrine so that each believer may be spiritually self-sustaining.



(4)  1 Thes 2:11-12, “just as you know how we appealed to all of you both encouraging and bearing witness to each one of you as a father his own children, in order that you might continue to walk worthy of God [the Lord Jesus Christ], who called you into His own kingdom and glory.”


(5)  1 Thes 5:14, “Moreover, we ask you, brethren, warn the lazy, encourage the discouraged, help the helpless, be patient with all men.”



(6)  Only believers with correct doctrine in their souls can be an encouragement to others.  Believers with incorrect doctrinal teaching in their souls only confuse and ultimately discourage other believers.  So don’t try to encourage anyone, if you are not sure you are correct doctrinally.



(7)  Other people can be encouraged by what you say, encouraged by what you do, and encouraged by how you handle various things in life, like suffering, testing, or discipline.  Even mature believers fail, and when they do fail, they fail big.  But mature believers also rebound big, pick themselves all the way up, dust themselves all the way off, and keep moving all the way to PLĒRWMA status.  This can be a tremendous encouragement to other believers.  Passing evidence testing can be a tremendous encouragement to others.  Being gracious to those who know a lot less than you do can be a tremendous encouragement to others.  How long has God been gracious to you, O great doctrinal believer?  Long enough for you to reach maturity?  Obviously!  Therefore, never treat with contempt those on their way up or they will pass you by.



(8)  The communication of accurate doctrine always brings encouragement to those who are positive to doctrine, even when the teaching is chewing you out severely.  Sometimes, when a believer receives a severe tongue-lashing of doctrinal teaching with true humility, then there is no need for the Lord to skin that believer alive with the whip of divine discipline.


d.  Comfort.



(1)  Related passages:




(a)  Acts 9:31, “So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase.”




(b)  2 Cor 1:3-7, “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mercies and God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our affliction so that we will be able to comfort those who are in any affliction with the comfort with which we ourselves are comforted by God.  For just as the sufferings of Christ are ours in abundance, so also our comfort is abundant through Christ.  But if we are afflicted, it is for your comfort and salvation; or if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which is effective in the patient enduring of the same sufferings which we also suffer; and our hope for you is firmly grounded, knowing that as you are sharers of our sufferings, so also you are sharers of our comfort.




(c)  2 Cor 2:7, “so that on the contrary you should rather forgive and comfort him; otherwise such a one might be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.”




(d)  2 Cor 7:4, “Great is my confidence in you; great is my boasting on your behalf. I am filled with comfort; I am overflowing with joy in all our affliction.”




(e)  2 Cor 7:7, “and not only by his coming, but also by the comfort with which he was comforted in you, as he reported to us your longing, your mourning, your zeal for me; so that I rejoiced even more.”




(f)  2 Cor 7:13, “For this reason we have been comforted.  And besides our comfort, we rejoiced even much more for the joy of Titus, because his spirit has been refreshed by you all.”




(g)  Eph 6:22, “whom I have sent face to face with you for this very same purpose, in order that you may come to know about us and that he may encourage [comfort] your hearts.”




(h)  1 Thes 4:18, “Therefore comfort one another with these words.”




(i)  2 Thes 2:16-17, “Now may our Lord Jesus Christ and God our Father, who loved us and has given infinite encouragement and comfort and intrinsically good confidence because of grace, begin to encourage and strengthen your hearts in every undertaking and good matter.”




(j)  Phlm 1:7, “For you see, I have begun to have great happiness and comfort on account of your virtue-love, because the affections [compassions] of the saints have been refreshed through you, brother.”



(2)  Ultimately all comfort comes from the ministry of God the Holy Spirit.



(3)  This is accomplished through the teaching ministry of the person with the spiritual communication gift of explaining divine revelation.



(4)  Once we have Bible doctrine in our souls, then we have the ability to recall that doctrine and be comforted over and over again by God the Holy Spirit.  In essence we can comfort ourselves.



(5)  Then once we reach spiritual maturity, we can become a comfort to others by the recall and application of that same doctrine.
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