1 Corinthians 12:7




- is the adversative use of the postpositive conjunctive particle DE, meaning “But” plus the dative of indirect object from the masculine singular adjective HEKASTOS, which is used as a substantive and means “to each person.”  Then we have the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb DIDWMI, which means “to be given.”


The present tense is a durative present for that which began at the start of the Church Age and continues up to the present time in the Church Age.


The passive voice indicates that we receive the action of being given a spiritual gift that reveals the presence of God the Holy Spirit in our life.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that we have been given something.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the feminine singular article and noun PHANERWSIS, which means “disclosure, announcement, proclamation;”
 “revelation, appearance;”
 “manifestation.”
  Then we have the subjective genitive from the neuter singular article and noun PNEUMA, meaning “of the Spirit” and referring to God the Holy Spirit.  The scholars argue whether this is a subjective or objective genitive.  The subjective genitive emphasizes the fact that God the Holy Spirit produces the action of the noun of action PHANERWSIS.  This emphasizes God the Holy Spirit as the one producing the action of manifesting Himself in the life of the believer through the function of a spiritual gift.  The objective genitive emphasizes the fact that the manifestation of God the Holy Spirit is produced for His benefit.  The subjective genitive fits with the meaning of the statement of the previous verse.

“But the manifestation of the Spirit is being given to each person”
- is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of purpose from the neuter singular article used as a personal pronoun “His” and noun SUMPHERW, which, when used as a substantive, means “profit, advantage for (someone’s) advantage.”
  The article cannot refer to PHANERWSIS, since that noun is in the feminine and this article is in the neuter.  Likewise, this neuter singular article cannot refer to all of us because that is the adjective HEKASTOS in the masculine plural.  Therefore, it has to point to the only other neuter singular noun in the verse—PNEUMA, God the Holy Spirit.

“for His advantage.”
1 Cor 12:7 corrected translation
“But the manifestation of the Spirit is being given to each person for His advantage.”

Explanation:
1.  “But the manifestation of the Spirit is being given to each person”

a.  In contrast to the different types of production given to every believer for the believer’s benefit, the manifestation of the Spirit is being given to each person for the benefit of God.”


b.  What is the benefit to God of the Holy Spirit being manifested?



(1)  The manifestation or revelation of the Holy Spirit or God working in men is direct evidence that there is a God.



(2)  The manifestation of the Spirit is also direct evidence that God cares about the affairs of men.



(3)  The manifestation of the Spirit is also direct evidence that God intervenes in the affairs of mankind for the benefit of man.



(4)  The manifestation of the Spirit is direct evidence that God makes Himself known to man and has provided a message of revelation to mankind.



(5)  The manifestation of the Spirit is direct evidence that God reveals His salvation for mankind and makes it available to all mankind.



(6)  The salvation of mankind resolves the angelic conflict, which proves that God is a God of love, that He is right, and just, and fair.


c.  So the benefit of God the Holy Spirit being manifested is the resolution of the angelic conflict.


d.  God the Holy Spirit is manifesting Himself in the lives of every Church Age believer who lives the spiritual life provided for him or her by God.


e.  This manifestation of the spiritual life is a living testimony of the availability of having a relationship with God.


f.  This manifestation of the spiritual life is a witness to all unbelievers of the availability of eternal life.


g.  This manifestation of the spiritual life is a living testimony to all new believers of the power of Bible doctrine in the soul and the motivation of reciprocal love for God as the mutual advance to the high ground of spiritual maturity and occupation with Christ.


h.  Therefore, every Church Age believer receives the potential of manifesting or revealing the power of God the Holy Spirit in their spiritual life through the filling of the Spirit and through the effective use of their spiritual gift.

2.  “for His advantage.”

a.  The purpose of the manifestation of God the Holy Spirit in the lives of Church Age believers is to bring them to spiritual maturity, Pleroma status, or occupation with Christ.


b.  This glorifies God, which in turn resolves the angelic conflict through the testimony of invisible heroes in evidence testing against Satan in his appeal trial.


c.  The evidence of mature believers against Satan resolves Satan’s appeal in God’s favor and forever resolves the fact that God is right and just in His condemnation of Satan and salvation of all those who believe in Christ.

 
d.  The manifestation of the Spirit testifies about the love of God for all mankind in the offering of the Lord Jesus Christ on the Cross.


e.  The willingness of God the Son to be offered as a substitute for all of us manifests His love for all mankind.  The willingness of God the Father to send His Son to the Cross and judge Him as a substitute for us manifests His love for all of us.  The manifestation of the Holy Spirit in the lives of all Church Age believers demonstrates God’s love for all mankind in actually providing eternal salvation and many other things as evidence of that salvation.


f.  So the manifestation of the salvation of the unbeliever in the Church Age is for God’s advantage in the angelic conflict and for our advantage as the recipients of God’s grace.  What God does for His own advantage brings great blessing to us.
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