1 Corinthians 12:31




- is the adversative use of the conjunction DE, meaning “But” and setting up a mild contrast between the temporary gifts of the pre-canon period of the Church Age and the permanent spiritual life of the post canon period.  Then we have the second person plural present active imperative from the verb ZĒLOW, which means “to strive, desire, exert oneself earnestly;”
 “to be deeply committed to something, with the implication of accompanying desire - to be earnest, to set one’s heart on, to be completely intent upon.”


The present tense is a tendential present for an action that Paul would like to see happening in Corinth, but it is not yet taking place.  This is also a durative present for an action that should continue throughout one’s life.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians should be producing this action.


The imperative mood is a command.

Then we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural article and noun CHARISMA, meaning “gifts” with the article and comparative adjective MAGAS, meaning “greater.”

“But strive for the greater gifts.”
 - is the emphatic or intensive use of the conjunction KAI, meaning “In fact.”  With this we have the adverb of time ETI, used as an adverb of degree “of that which is added to what is already at hand in addition, more, also, other.”
  Then we have the preposition KATA plus the adverbial accusative of measure from the feminine singular noun HUPERBOLĒ, which is used as an adjective and means “to an extraordinary degree, beyond measure, utterly.”
  The preposition KATA is used to indicate the nature, kind, peculiarity or characteristics of a thing (frequently as a periphrasis for the adverb, translated, beyond measure, beyond comparison Rom 7:13; 1 Cor 12:31; 2 Cor 4:17.”
  Then we have the accusative feminine singular direct object from the noun HODOS, used figuratively and meaning “way of life, way of acting, conduct.”
  Then we have the dative of advantage from the second person plural personal pronoun SU, meaning “for your benefit.”  Finally, we have the first person singular present active indicative from the verb DEIKNUMI, which means “to point out, show, or make known something or someone to someone.”


The present tense is an aoristic present for an action that Paul is now going to perform without reference to its progress.  This is also a descriptive present for what is now going to happen.


The active voice indicates that Paul produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“In fact in addition I will point out to you for your benefit a way of life beyond comparison.”
1 Cor 12:31 corrected translation
“But strive for the greater gifts.  In fact in addition I will point out to you for your benefit a way of life beyond comparison.”
Explanation:
1.  “But strive for the greater gifts.”

a.  In contrast to the temporary spiritual gifts, which will be phased out of use as the Church Age moves into the postcanon period, Paul commands believers to strive after the greater spiritual gifts.


b.  The greater spiritual gifts are the permanent spiritual gifts, such as: pastor-teacher, evangelist, helps, administration, etc.


c.  The verb ZĒLOW, meaning “to strive after, to desire, to exert oneself earnestly,” does not imply that we can work for our spiritual gift.  Our spiritual gift is a grace gift from God the Holy Spirit at the moment of salvation and we have no say-so in the matter.


d.  We strive for the execution of our spiritual gift.  We are to exert ourselves earnestly in the execution of the spiritual life, so that our spiritual gift may function properly.


e.  We should deeply desire the function of our spiritual gift; for this means we have advanced beyond spiritual childhood and are beginning to function in spiritual maturity.


f.  The Corinthian believers were baby believers and content with the spectacular temporary spiritual gifts of spiritual childhood.  Paul wants them to grow up and begin desiring the function of the spiritual gifts of spiritual maturity, such as the function of the spiritual gifts which produce the communication of divine revelation.  These are the spiritual gifts that produce spiritual maturity, not the gift of tongues and the lesser gifts of the pre-canon period of the Church Age.


g.  Paul makes it very clear here that the permanent spiritual gifts of the postcanon period of the Church Age are the greater spiritual gifts given to the Church.  This means that the spiritual gifts of pastor-teacher and evangelist are far more important to the Church than the temporary spiritual gifts, such as: tongues, prophecy, knowledge, healing, or miracles.

2.  “In fact in addition I will point out to you for your benefit a way of life beyond comparison.”

a.  Then Paul points out an additional fact; something more important in their spiritual life than the function of any spiritual gift—the importance of the problem solving devices in the life of the believer.


b.  Chapter 13 is a parenthesis.  The subject of Chapter 13 is the spiritual life of the believer.  The main emphasis in this section of Paul’s letter is the problem solving devices.


c.  The Christian life is a spiritual life way beyond comparison to the spiritual life the Corinthians were now living.  They were living a spiritual life of spiritual childhood based on the spectacular and very entertaining temporary spiritual gifts.


d.  Paul says here that there is a spiritual life available to every Church Age believer, which is way beyond comparison with anything the Corinthians have ever known.


e.  The Corinthians are not living their spiritual life to the fullest.  They are spiritual babies, using childish thinking, and just playing at Christianity.  So are the charismatic Christians.

f.  Paul wants them to grow up spiritually and begin to function based on the greater spiritual life of spiritual maturity.  That spiritual life centers around the love tandem: reciprocal love for God and unconditional virtue-love for all mankind.


g.  The Corinthians are probably a little upset to hear from Paul that they are nothing more than baby believers and are missing the greatness of the spiritual life.  But Paul is going to explain this to them for their own benefit, for their own advantage.

3.  For the believer in Jesus Christ, there is a fantastic life beyond gnwsis, which is complete doctrinal thought or epignwsis doctrine in the right lobe of the soul.  Epignwsis doctrine is converted into motivation, decision, and action.  It is the basis for the manufacture of invisible heroes.  Those who move beyond the barrier of gnwsis into epignwsis eventually become winners.  Believers who do not move beyond the barrier of gnwsis are losers.  They lose their escrow blessings for time and eternity.


a.  The life beyond gnwsis is epignwsis, the dynamics of metabolization and application of Bible doctrine through consistent function of post-salvation epistemological rehabilitation.


b.  The life beyond gnwsis is attained, therefore, through perception, metabolization, and application of Bible doctrine.


c.  Life beyond gnwsis is the life of spiritual adulthood related to the perception of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age.  



(1)  The fantastic life beyond gnwsis starts with cognitive self-confidence in spiritual self-esteem.



(2)  The life beyond gnwsis moves to cognitive independence in spiritual autonomy.



(3)  It becomes the life of the invisible hero in the status of spiritual maturity.


d.  The life beyond gnwsis is the function of that great problem-solving device: occupation with Christ, Eph 3:19, “And to come to know the love for Christ which goes beyond gnwsis that you may be filled up to the measure of all the fullness of God.”

e.  This means that life beyond gnwsis is both cognition and the utilization of the problem-solving devices of the protocol plan of God.


f.  The result of using the problem-solving devices is two-fold.



(1)  You equate adversity with prosperity.  You have the same happiness in one or the other.  There is no change in your life based upon your circumstances.  Whether you are in adversity or prosperity makes no difference once you begin to function on the problem-solving devices.



(2)  You equate living with dying.  Whether you are living or dying makes no difference, for you have exactly the same wonderful mental attitudes, happiness, and blessings.  This is the ultimate function of the invisible hero in the Christian life.


g.  The context of Ephesians 3:19-21 describes three characteristics of life beyond gnwsis.



(1)  In verse 19, it is described as being “filled up to the measure of all the fullness of God.”


(2)  In verse 20, beneficiaries are described as receiving “all they could ever ask or imagine.”  This describes the spiritual adult on his way to becoming an invisible hero.



(3)  In verse 21, it is a life of glorification of God: “to Him [be] the glory by means of the Church and by means of Christ Jesus for all the generations of this age.”

h.  So in answer to the question, “What is beyond gnwsis?,” this passage has three answers.


(1)  In verse 19, there is great blessing beyond gnwsis.


(2)  In verse 20, there is great power beyond gnwsis.


(3)  In verse 21, there is great glory beyond gnwsis.
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