1 Corinthians 12:28




- is the connective use of the conjunction KAI, used to “introduce a result, which comes from what precedes, meaning: and then, and so.”  This is followed by the accusative direct object from the masculine plural relative pronoun HOS, used as a demonstrative pronoun, meaning “these” and referring to the spiritual gifts of the Church.  Then we have the affirmative particle MEN, meaning “to be sure; certainly, indeed,” followed by the third person singular aorist middle indicative from the verb TITHĒMI, meaning “to arrange, fix, establish, set, make, appoint.”


The aorist tense is a culminative aorist, which looks at God’s decision and action of establishing the importance and priority of the spiritual gifts in its entirety, but regards it from the standpoint of its conclusion.


The middle voice lays stress upon God (the subject) as the one performing the action in His own interest and for His own benefit.


The indicative mood is declarative for the reality that God has established a hierarchy of spiritual gifts.

Then we have the nominative subject from the masculine singular article and noun THEOS, meaning “God.”  This is followed by the preposition EN plus the locative of sphere from the feminine singular noun EKKLĒSIA, meaning “in the Church.”  This is a reference to the entire body of Christ and not to just a local church.

“And so God has indeed appointed these in the Church”

- is the ordinal adverb, used of sequence in enumerations, meaning “first.”
  With this we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun APOSTOLOS, which means “commanders,” but which we transliterate as “apostles.”  I will translate it rather than transliterate it, “first commanders.”

- is the accusative direct object from the ordinal adjective DEUTEROS, used adverbially in enumerations, meaning “secondly.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun PROPHĒTĒS, which means “second prophets.”
- is the accusative singular adjective TRITOS, used adverbially in enumerations, meaning “thirdly.”  Then we have the accusative direct object from the masculine plural noun DIDASKALOS, meaning “third teachers.”
- is the adverb EPEITA, which is used to denote succession in enumerations, and is translated, “then.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun DUNAMIS, used “of the outward expressions of power: deed of power, miracle, wonder 2 Thes 2:9; Acts 2:22; 2 Cor 12:12; Heb 2:4; Mt 7:22; 11:20f, 23; 13:54, 58; Lk 10:13; 19:37; 1 Cor 12:10, 28f; Gal 3:5; Heb 6:5; Mk 6:5.”
  Perhaps the best translation to bring out the meaning of the word DUNAMIS would be “then the power to perform miracles”
- is the adverb EPEITA, which is used to denote succession in enumerations, and is translated, “then.”  With this we have the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun CHARISMA, used “of the spiritual gifts in a special sense Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:4, 9, 28, 30, 31.”
  With this we have descriptive genitive from the neuter plural noun IAMA, which means “healings.”  It is translated, “then the gifts of healings.”

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun ANTILĒMPSIS, which means “helps; helpful deeds,” that is, “being helpful” or “the gift of helpfulness.”

- is the accusative direct object from the feminine plural noun KUBERNĒSIS, which comes from the verb “KUBERNAW which means “to steer,” then “to rule,” and the KUBERNĒTĒS is the “helmsman” (Acts 27:11), then the “statesman.”  God is sometimes called the KUBERNĒTĒSas the one who directs the world.  KUBERNĒSISmeans literally “steering” and figuratively “government” and “divine direction.”  In the LXX KUBERNĒSISoccurs three times in Proverbs for right or wise direction (1:5; 11:14; 24:6).  In 1 Cor 12:28 the reference is plainly to the special gifts that qualify a Christian to give good direction to the community.  The bishops and deacons are probably the bearers of the gift.  It may be noted that the questions of verse 29 do not apply to this gift.  This seems to suggest that the offices are elective, although they cannot be discharged properly without the divine gift.”
  It can be translated, “administration; the plural indicates proofs of ability to hold a leading position in the church.”

 - is the accusative direct object from the neuter plural noun GENOS, meaning “class, kind, sort Mt 13:47; of demons 17:21; Mk 9:29; 1 Cor 12:10, 28; 4:10.”
  Finally, we have the descriptive genitive from the feminine plural noun GLWSSA, which means “languages.”  The phrase is translated, “kinds of languages.”
1 Cor 12:28 corrected translation
“And so God has indeed appointed in the Church first commanders, second prophets, third teachers, then the power to perform miracles, then the gifts of healings, helps, administration, kinds of languages.”
Explanation:
1.  “And so God has indeed appointed in the Church”

a.  Paul continues his explanation of spiritual gifts with a listing of the temporary and permanent spiritual gifts in the order of their importance, merit, and rank.


b.  “God” here is a reference to God the Holy Spirit, the one who sovereignly bestows on each Church Age believer the particular spiritual gift that best suits that person.


c.  Spiritual gifts are appointed by God.  They are not elected by men.  Thus the election of Matthias as an apostle in Acts 1:21-26 was a complete misapplication of Scripture by Peter.


d.  Without embarrassing Peter, Paul is writing a strong affirmative statement here that Matthias was never a replacement for Judas, because Matthias was not appointed by God the Holy Spirit.  However, Paul was appointed an apostle of Christ Jesus.



(1)  1 Tim 2:7, “For this I was appointed a preacher and an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying) as a teacher of the Gentiles in faith and truth.”



(2)  2 Tim 1:11, “for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.”


e.  The Church is a reference to the body of Christ, all members of the royal family of God, that is, all Church Age believers.

2.  “first commanders,”

a.  An ‘apostle’ was the technical military term to designate the person in command of a joint force (army and navy) in the Greek armed forces.  The apostle was appointed by the joint chiefs-of-staff to carry out a mission to invade enemy territory and engage in battle.  The word was also used for whomever was in command of a band of Greek colonists when they would leave Athens and go elsewhere to establish a Greek colony.  The governor of the founded colony was called an APOSTOLOS.  There were two categories of apostles in the early church which correspond with the two uses of APOSTOLOS:



(1)  The twelve men with the spiritual gift of apostleship, analogous to the commander of a military or naval expedition.



(2)  Pioneer missionaries as a delegated function in the early church, analogous to the founder and governor of a Greek colony.  The pioneer missionaries could be classified as colonial or delegated apostles, or missionary/ruler type apostles in the early church.  They had tremendous powers, but they were delegated powers.  In effect, they were colonial missionaries.  They were called apostles, because APOSTOLOS is also used for a Greek who founded and governed a colony.




(a)  Colonial apostles included men like Barnabas, James the Lord’s half brother, Apollos, Silas (Silvanus), Timothy, Titus, Epaphroditus, Andronicus and Junia.  They are called apostles in the sense of being pioneer missionaries, but not in the sense of having the spiritual gift of apostleship.  They had the delegated authority to establish churches, analogous to colonies, which were founded in different parts of the Roman world, some as far as India and China.




(b)  Barnabas was an apostle in this sense, as documented in Acts 14:14 and Gal 2:9.  He had the authority to go out and form churches, recognize those men with the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher, train them, appoint them to certain churches, and then leave.




(c)  James, our Lord's half-brother, had this same delegated authority of an apostle, 1 Cor 15:7 and Gal 1:19.




(d)  Apollos is called an apostle in 1 Cor 4:6, 9.  He was Paul's delegate to Corinth.




(e)  Titus had the power to form churches in Crete, 2 Cor 8:23.  He had the authority but not the gift.




(f)  Epaphroditus, mentioned in Phil 2:25, had this pioneer missionary gift.




(g)  Andronicus and Junia, Rom 16:7.




(h)  Silvanus and Timothy, 1 Thes 1:1, 2:6.




(i)  These men did not have the spiritual gift of apostleship, but they did have delegated authority to fulfill the indigenous missionary principle through the establishment of local churches in different parts of the Roman world.




(j)  Those with the office were the colonial apostles who had lesser spiritual gifts, such as pastor-teacher, prophet, evangelist; they did not possess the gift of apostleship.  They had the delegated authority to function under the indigenous principle in training pastors and establishing local churches, both outside and inside the boundaries of the Roman Empire.


c.  The apostle carried the highest God-given rank and authority ever assigned to any human being in human history.


d.  This spiritual gift was given to male believers only.  The roster of the first eleven men with the gift of apostleship is as follows.  As with any group, some men were more active, and some were almost honorary apostles.  These eleven were apostles to Israel for three years (until the persecution which began at the death of Stephen), and apostles to the Church until A.D. 96.



(1)  Simon-Peter, one of the three most active apostles.



(2)  Andrew his brother, who was almost an honorary apostle because he did so little and had a very short life.



(3)  James and John, John being one of the most active and who lived the longest.  These two sons of Zebedee, James and John, came from a very wealthy family.  John wrote 1, 2 and 3 John, Revelation, and the Gospel of John.



(4)  Philip, who also had the gift of evangelism, which he used extensively.



(5)  Bartholomew, also called Nathaniel, an honorary type.



(6)  Doubting Thomas, also called Didymus meaning a twin.  He did very little according to the Bible.  But extra-Biblical sources indicate that he went to India and did a lot of work there.



(7)  Matthew, alias Levi, a writer of one gospel.


(8)  Simon the Canaanite, an honorary; he did the least.



(9)  James, the son of Alphaeus, who disappears immediately.  He is mistakenly called ‘James the Lesser’.  But just because we know so little about him doesn't mean he's inferior.



(10)  Thaddaeus, also called Jude, but is not the same as Jude, the half-brother of our Lord Jesus Christ and the brother of James, the pastor of the Jerusalem church, who was an apostle along with Paul.  These eleven are mentioned first in Matt 10:2-4 as apostles to Israel.  They were the eleven disciples of our Lord who later became apostles.



(11)  The last two apostles were James, the Lord’s half brother, and Paul.  But before he was recognized as such, a farce occurred in Acts 1.  Peter suggested that they elect someone to take the place of Judas Iscariot.




(a)  The Bible teaches that Jesus Christ gave the first spiritual gifts to the Church on the Day of Pentecost; after that they are sovereignly bestowed by the Holy Spirit.  You do not elect what is sovereignly given by God!  You cannot elect greatness.  The church voted for Matthias.  But Matthias was not appointed by God to replace Judas, Acts 1:15-27.  The volition of mankind is never involved in spiritual gifts.




(b)  The twelfth man was to be the apostle Paul, 1 Cor 15:7-10, “Then He appeared to James, then to all the apostles, and last of all, as it were, to one untimely born [a bastard], He appeared to me also on the Damascus Road.  For I am the least of the apostles who am not fit to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church.  But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me did not prove empty [vain], but I labored even more than all the rest [the eleven]; yet not I, but the grace of God with me.”



(c)  One of the requirements for this spiritual gift was that the apostle see the resurrected Christ.  Paul saw the resurrected Christ on the Damascus Road according to Acts 9:3-6, 22:6-11, 26:13-18.  Then He appeared to Paul again in Arabia.  Then He appeared to Paul in the temple, Acts 9:26-30, 22:17-21.  Finally, He appeared to Paul in prison, Acts 23:11.  So Paul saw the resurrected Christ on four different occasions.




(d)  Paul became an apostle as a result of the sovereign decision of Jesus Christ according to Eph 4:11.  Paul was given the spiritual gift by the Holy Spirit according to 1 Cor 12:11.  Add to this 1 Tim 1:12-14, “I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who made me strong, because He considered me faithful, putting me into the ministry.  And even though I was formerly a blasphemer and a persecutor and a violent aggressor, but I have received mercy because, being ignorant, I did it in unbelief.  And the grace of our Lord was superabundant with faith and love in Christ Jesus.”

e.  This spiritual gift was temporary and ended at the death of the apostle John, sometime at the beginning of the second century A.D.


f.  The apostle had authority over all the churches and all the pastor-teachers of those churches.


g.  The apostles were twelve men in the early church who had the spiritual gift.  Eleven of these were carried over from being the apostles to Israel in Mt 10:2-4.  The only one not carried over on that roster was Judas Iscariot.  Therefore, the Bible distinguishes between the apostles to Israel and the apostles to the Church.  James the Lord’s half brother and Paul replaced Judas Iscariot according to 1 Cor 15:3-10.


h.  The spiritual gift of apostleship carried fantastic absolute authority.  It was designed for two purposes.



(1)  The formation of the canon of Scripture, the New Testament.  This absolute authority was restricted to the pre-canon period of the Church Age, from 30 to 96 A.D.



(2)  Leadership in the pre-canon period of the Church Age.  This involved the establishment of local churches, the clarification of the mystery doctrine of the Church Age until the Canon was completed, the maintenance of a true systematic theology with dispensational emphasis, the training of pastors, and the establishment of local church policy.  The gift also functioned in sending out colonial apostles (super missionaries).

3.  “second prophets,”

a.  The second most important temporary spiritual gift was that of prophet.


b.  The gift of prophecy was not a national leader like that of the Old Testament prophets.  This gift is also mentioned in Rom 12:6; 1 Cor 12:10, and 14:1-40 where it is presented in contrast to the gift of tongues.  



(1)  Old Testament prophets were national leaders, especially in times of crisis.  In times of prosperity, he was the final authority on Bible doctrine.  However, this gift is not related to national leadership.  Many of the Old Testament prophets were great national leaders, e.g., Elijah.  Isaiah dictated the correct foreign policy that saved Israel.  But those with the gift of prophecy in the Church Age were not national leaders; they only functioned within the realm of the Church.



(2)  The gift of prophecy included a message of divine guidance or a warning of judgment, or a prediction about the immediate future.  In Acts 11, Agabus the prophet predicted the famine and depression to come.  In Acts 21:10-11, he warned Paul not to go back to Jerusalem.



(3)  Prophets had a limited teaching ministry related to contemporary events; that’s why they are called ‘prophets and teachers’ in Acts 13:1.



(4)  Males with the gift of prophecy recorded in Scripture.




(a)  Agabus, Acts 11:27-28, 21:10-11.




(b)  Others included Barnabas, Simeon, Lucius, Manaen, and even Paul, according to Acts 13:1.  Judas and Silas had the gift, Acts 13:32.



(5)  Acts 21:19 presents a problem, because the four daughters of Philip the evangelist are said to ‘be prophesying’ in the present active participle.  However, they did not have a spiritual gift.  So we must distinguish between people permitted by God to prophesy, and those who had the spiritual gift of prophecy.  No record of their prophecies is ever given, and obviously they did not have the spiritual gift of prophecy.



(6)  In exercising the temporary spiritual gift of prophecy, the prophet must receive his message from God, or he must declare God’s will to someone in terms of prophecy, i.e., in terms of future events.  The prophecy must be doctrinally accurate.



(7)  Because of the tremendous amount of eschatology in the New Testament epistles, it is quite obvious that the writers who were apostles also had the gift of prophecy.



(8)  The gift of prophecy warned about judgment on sin, indicated the will of God regarding current events, and predicted future events during the apostolic age.  But the gift did not extend into the post canon period because of the doctrine of historical trends.  Every function of the gift of prophecy during the pre-canon period is fulfilled by the doctrine of historical trends during the post canon period.  By metabolizing doctrine, you become your own prophet.



(9)  With the completion of the canon of Scripture in A.D. 96 and its gradual circulation, the temporary spiritual gift of prophecy ceased to exist; it was replaced by the permanent communication gifts of evangelism and pastor-teacher.

4.  “third teachers,”

a.  Certain men were given the spiritual gift of teaching what would eventually be in writing in the New Testament.  This was the ability to teach the content of the New Testament prior to it being written.


b.  Obviously, this too was a temporary spiritual gift that was no longer needed once the canon was completed.


c.  This was not the same spiritual gift as that of pastor-teacher.


d.  This spiritual gift is also mentioned in Acts 13:1, “Now there were at Antioch, in the church that was there prophets and teachers: Barnabas, and Simeon who was called Niger, and Lucius of Cyrene, and Manaen who had been brought up with Herod the tetrarch, and Saul.”


e.  Paul had this spiritual gift; for he mentions it again in 2 Tim 1:11, “for which I was appointed a preacher and an apostle and a teacher.”


f.  James had this spiritual gift in mind when he cautioned the apostate Jewish believers in Jam 3:1, “Let not many of you become teachers, my brethren, knowing that as such we will incur a stricter judgment.”

5.  “then the power to perform miracles,”

a.  The gift of miracles is also mentioned in 2 Cor 12:12.


b.  This temporary spiritual gift was designed to authenticate and certify communication gifts during the apostolic age.  This gift was used by an apostle, a prophet, a pastor-teacher, or an evangelist as a credit card to certify that he had that communication gift.  The person who had a communication gift could perform a miracle at will (as long as it was also the will of God that he do so).  This was the sign that he was from God.


c.  Since the completion of the canon of Scripture, no one has the gift of miracles.  The greatest miracle in all of history is the power of Bible doctrine in the life of the positive believer who makes doctrine his number one priority.


d.  People tended to lean on miracles during the apostolic age, resulting in terrible apostasy.  Whenever someone had a problem, instead of using and applying Bible doctrine, they just waited around for a miracle.  So that miracles became the basis for leading many into apostasy, even though it was legitimate at that time.


e.  While no believer today has the gift of miracles, God still performs miracles if He chooses to do so.  But they are not performed by any human through a spiritual gift.


f.  Satan has a clever system for duplicating miracles.  But there is no such thing as an intermediary between you and God for the performance of miracles.  There is no ceremony; there is no system of prayer for miracles.  Believers who practice this today insult God, regarding Him as a genie.


g.  The easiest thing God can do for a human being is to perform a miracle.  This is because it does not require any cooperation or positive volition from a person; it only requires a decision from the sovereignty of God and the use of His omnipotence.


h.  The greatest demonstration of God's power toward mankind today is the fulfillment of His protocol plan under the enabling power of the Spirit, and momentum from metabolized doctrine, utilizing his very own portfolio of invisible assets.


i.  God never designed miracles to alleviate suffering.  Otherwise, our Lord would have been remiss in not healing everyone when He was on earth.  Miracles were designed to focus attention on the power of God and the Word of God, to focus attention on the man (or Messiah) with the message.  The fact that miracles often alleviate suffering is incidental to the point; it is a result.  The greatest thing in life is not a miracle, but Bible doctrine resident in your soul.


j.  Miracles are sovereign and personal, never in the hands of a human being during the post canon period of the Church Age.


k.  Paul performed miracles, indicating that he had the gift of apostleship; therefore he was given a hearing.  Whenever our Lord performed a miracle, it was always in relationship to His message.  The message of doctrine is infinitely more important than any miracle that has ever occurred.


l.  All the hocus-pocus in the false function of miracles today is designed to call attention to man.  It’s an ego trip.  It is an arrogant person trying to control and influence a lot of dumb sheep.  Miracles are not the issue today.  The very fact that people want, ask, and pray for miracles means they do not begin to understand the true greatness of God’s power, the greatness of His plan and the invisible assets given to us.  No one in the Church Age has the power to heal you via a miracle.

6.  “then the gifts of healings,”

a.  The gift of healing is mentioned in 1 Cor 12:9, 28, 30.  Just as miracles was designed to authenticate the person, so healing was designed to focus attention on the message of apostles, prophets, pastors, and evangelists before the New Testament was completed and circulated.


b.  Miracles authenticated the person; healing certified the message.  So they were different, though they both had the same connotation in that they dealt with supernatural phenomena.  A man with the gift of miracles could perform a miracle at will, anytime he chose to do so, and he could heal as well.  In fact, people could just touch Paul and they were instantly healed.


c.  Healing as a spiritual gift does not exist today, for it ceased with the completion of the Canon.  Any healing today must come directly from God, and not through any delegated human authority or intermediary.  Normally, healing is performed through medicine or even a tranquil mental attitude so that the body can heal itself.


d.  Healing is not a question of God’s power.  Healing is not even a matter of someone’s faith.  It is the wisdom of God’s sovereign will in individual situations.  God heals today only in special cases in which He has a special purpose, such as extending your life so that you can learn doctrine.  But no person has the right to take any credit, should such healing occur.  The credit lies with the wisdom and sovereignty of God.


e.  Paul had the gift of healing.  It was used as a credit card to establish his apostleship, since he murdered more Christians in the first century than anyone else before the great persecutions began.  Acts 19:11-12 tells of the spectacular nature of his healing gift, for a person only had to touch Paul to be healed instantly.


f.  But once Paul’s apostleship and message was established and generally accepted, God withdrew the gift of healing from him since it was no longer needed.  We know this because Paul could not heal two of his closest friends.  He solicited prayer on their behalf, but he could not heal them.  One was Epaphroditus in Phil 2:27, the other was Trophemus in 2 Tim 4:20; Paul had to leave Trophemus behind because he could not heal him.


g.  There is true healing that occurs when a demon-possessed person experiences the demon leaving his body; such a person is then ‘cured’.  This method is used by Satan to establish false teachers.

7.  “helps,”

a.  There are permanent spiritual gifts which function automatically without spiritual growth, and they can function without identification by the possessor.  In other words, you can have a spiritual gift, which will function without your cognizance of exactly what it is.  This is a permanent spiritual gift throughout the Church Age.

b.  Like all spiritual gifts, these are also sovereignly bestowed by God the Holy Spirit at salvation.  They depend upon the filling of the Spirit plus spiritual growth for their function.


c.  Once the believer reaches a certain stage of spiritual growth, his gift functions automatically without identification.  These spiritual gifts function with maximum efficiency when the believer attains spiritual adulthood.  These gifts do not have to be identified, although with spiritual growth from this doctrine, believers may come to recognize their spiritual gift.


d.  These spiritual gifts are the most necessary part of the body of Christ.  They include: the gift of service/ministry, the gift of helps, the gift of mercy, and the gift of giving.


e.  Possessed by thousands of believers, this gift is very important.  It is this gift that makes the royal family tick.  It is the most sustaining gift, and it provides the real stability in a local church.



(1)  This spiritual gift functions by helping and ministering to the sick, the afflicted, the handicapped, and the helpless.  It is held by men and women.



(2)  This gift is a marvelous thing to behold.  It is this gift, which functions by visiting the sick and those in hospitals.  It is not the pastor’s responsibility to call on the sick.  But for those who have the spiritual gift of helps, this is their great and magnificent function.  This is the spiritual gift that really under girds all the other spiritual gifts.



(3)  This gift is synonymous with the gift of ‘giving aid’, as it is translated correctly in Rom 12:8.  It can be extended inside or outside the church; it can function to the benefit of both believers and unbelievers.



(4)  Possibly one difference between the gift of ministry or service and the gift of helps is that ministry or service functions within the church, whereas the gift of helps functions both inside and outside the local church.


f.  The spiritual gift of helps is the willingness to be helpful to others without any thought of obligation, worrying about what other people will think, need for recognition or reward, or any other false motivation from peer, group, or internal pressure.  It is the God-given ability to want to be helpful, and to actually be effective in your helpfulness (not all people are helpful when they try to help).  This gift functions without being asked to help; it just goes into action.

8.  “administration,”

a.  This is a permanent spiritual gift that functions throughout the Church Age.


b.  The gift of administrative leadership, sometimes called the gift of governments, is also found in Rom 12:8, “He who leads must do so with diligence.”



(1)  This gift has delegated authority from the pastor.  The two Greek words from these two verses, KUBERNĒSIS and PROISTĒMI, describe the two parts of this gift.  It entails both authority and leadership and the function of administration.



(2)  This spiritual gift is held by deacons, those who fulfill administrative responsibilities on missionary boards; leaders of Christian service organizations; those who lead and administer the training of children in the local church; church officers and chairmen of standing committees or other organizations within the local church.  Apparently, this gift is given to men only.



(3)  Men with this administrative leadership spiritual gift must chair the various committees in the local church; such as the church office committee, finance committee, membership committee, missionary committee, nursery committee, prep school committee, property committee, and ushers committee.  (Those who serve on committees must have the gift of ministry or service.)



(4)  So there are two kinds of deacons:  those with the administrative leadership gift and those with the service administrative gift, called the gift of ministry or the gift of service.



(5)  It is the responsibility of the pastor to identify men who have this gift and appoint them into the appropriate slot.  The pastor who fails to do this eventually becomes the loser himself.  The very existence of this gift emphasizes the fact that the primary responsibility of the pastor is not administration.



(6)  The gift of administration, then, is linked to the function of the local church.  One important distinction must be made.  A person can be great in administrating some business or organization, but that does not necessarily mean he has this spiritual gift.



(7)  The gift of administration calls for more than simply effective administrative function.  It is a spiritual gift, which is sensitive to the needs of the local church and how they are best administered.


b.  The ability to administer in the local church is not necessarily the same as the ability to administer in business, in the military, or in bureaucracy.


c.  Although the prevalent tradition is for the congregation to vote for deacons and church officers, it is really the job of the pastor to identify these gifts among men in the congregation and to appoint them as church officers.

9.  “kinds of languages.”

a.  This is commonly called the gift of tongues, which is a misunderstanding of the meaning of the Greek word.  It is a temporary spiritual gift for the evangelization of Jews throughout the Roman Empire prior to the administration of the fifth cycle of divine discipline in 70 A.D.  This gift ceased to function after August of 70 A.D.

b.  The gift of tongues was designed to warn the Jews of the coming of the fifth cycle of discipline by evangelizing them in Gentile languages cf. Isa 28 and was the first of the temporary gifts to be removed in August of 70 A.D. with the entire population of Jerusalem.


c.  This spiritual gift evangelized Jewish unbelievers in their own Gentile language (for after the dispersion of Israel in 721 and 586 B.C., they effectively stopped speaking their own language and had to be evangelized in the Gentile languages they now spoke).

d.  This spiritual gift functioned primarily outside the local church.  It was used inside the local church, when some Jew came to the Christian worship service and needed to be evangelized.


e.  It was never used for confused, unintelligible babbling.  It had a specific purpose to present a clear understanding of the gospel in a foreign language known to the unbeliever who heard the person speaking in his native tongue.


f.  There was no purpose for the use of this spiritual gift inside the local church unless an unbeliever was being evangelized.  It was never designed for the benefit of believers in a Christian worship service inside the local church.  It taught believers nothing, and did nothing to glorify God unless an unbeliever was being evangelized by its use.
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