1 Corinthians 12:26
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- is the connective use of KAI to “introduce a result, which comes from what precedes, meaning: and then, and so.”
  With this we have the classical form of the conditional particle EI in the typical classical construction EITE…EITE.  It is translated “if.”  Then we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb PASCHW, which means “to suffer.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a condition or state that exists without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates one of the members of the body produces the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that some members (those with permanent spiritual gifts) are suffering ridicule and verbal abuse from those believers with temporary spiritual gifts.

This is followed by the nominative subject from the neuter singular numeral adjective HEIS and the noun MELOS, meaning “one member” or “one part.”

“And so if one part [of the body] suffers,”
- is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS, the article, and noun MELOS, meaning “all the parts.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUMPASCHW, which means “to suffer together; to suffer with.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a condition or state that exists without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates all the members of the body produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact and the reality that all the members of the body of Christ are suffering because of what is going on.  Those with temporary spiritual gifts were suffering because of the divine discipline from their verbal sins.  Those with permanent spiritual gifts were suffering ridicule from their fellow believers.

“all the parts suffer together.”

- is the conditional particle EI, meaning “if” with the third person singular present passive indicative from the verb DOXAZW, meaning “to be praised, to be honored.”  The preposition EN is not found in the better or earlier manuscripts and was probably added later by a scribe for clarification, but it is actually not needed, and makes perfect sense without it.


The present tense is an aoristic present for a state or condition that exists right now without any reference to its progress.


The passive voice indicates that a part of the body receives the action of being praised or receiving honor.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter singular noun MELOS, meaning “a part.”

“If a part is honored,”

 - is the nominative subject from the neuter plural adjective PAS and article and noun MELOS, meaning “all the parts.”  With this we have the third person singular present active indicative from the verb SUGCHAIRW, which means “to rejoice together with someone; to congratulate.”


The present tense is an aoristic present, which presents a condition or state that exists without reference to its progress.


The active voice indicates all the members of the body produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“all the parts rejoice together.”
1 Cor 12:26 corrected translation
“And so if one part [of the body] suffers, all the parts suffer together.  If a part is honored, all the parts rejoice together.”
Explanation:
1.  “And so if one part [of the body] suffers, all the parts suffer together.”

a.  Paul continues his explanation and analogy with two simple conditional sentences, each sentence showing us one side of a coin.


b.  On one side of the coin you have a believer in the local church who is suffering for blessing (not for divine discipline).


c.  This suffering is not divine discipline, because divine discipline is specific to the individual involved and not related to others in the local church.


d.  But apparently this suffering is known by the others in the church and has a definite effect on them as well.


e.  Regardless of what kind of suffering for blessing this may be, the point is the same—when a believer in a local church suffers, everyone suffers together with him.


f.  This is describing the fact that not only are we in union with Christ, but we are also in union with each other in a local church.


g.  A simple example of how this works: the pastor of a local church is arrested by the government for being a Christian and teaching the word of God.  The entire congregation suffers the loss of the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher until he is released.  You may be thinking to yourself, “That’s not a very good illustration, since it can’t happen here.”  However, that very thing happens all the time in other countries, like China.

2.  “If a part is honored, all the parts rejoice together.”

a.  On the flip side of the coin we see a believer being honored because of his Christianity (not because he won the Superbowl).  All the other members of the congregation are honored and rejoice together with him.


b.  This is the principle of blessing by association.



(1)  Mature believers are a blessing to all others around them both in time and after their death.



(2)  The Peripheries of Blessing by Association.




(a)  The spiritual periphery is the local church. You are blessed by Bible doctrine communicated from the pastor.  You are also blessed by association with someone else in the congregation.




(b)  Loved ones are a periphery of blessing, to include your husband or wife, children, mother or father.  One mature family member blesses the entire family.  You coast uphill when someone in your periphery cracks the maturity barrier.  Any relative in your family can be blessed by your advance to maturity.




(c)  Professional life periphery includes your school system, coaches, teachers, students, administrators; hospital system; business associates; military organization; or any service organization.




(d)  Business association periphery includes a partnership, corporation, an investor, labor, or management.




(e)  Social periphery includes friends.  You will find your friends among like-minded believers.  Watch out; don't run with unbelievers, because they are going in a different direction.




(f)  Geographical periphery includes your neighborhood, city, county, state, or nation.



(3)  The Heritage Aspect of Blessing by Association.  When the mature believer dies, he is still a blessing by association to those left behind after his death.  Those left behind are taken care of throughout their lifetime by God, even if they are antagonistic to Bible doctrine or are unbelievers.  God continues to bless the bereaved loved ones, friends, and relatives.


c.  A good example of this are those who stuck with David during the Absalom revolution.
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