1 Corinthians 12:22




- is the strong adversative use of the conjunction ALLA, meaning “But, rather, nevertheless.”  With this we have the instrumental of measure from the neuter singular adjective POLUS, used as a substantive, meaning “much” with the adverb of comparison MALLON, meaning “to a greater degree.”
  Together they mean, “to a much greater degree.”

“Rather to a much greater degree”

- is the nominative neuter plural present active attributive participle from the verb DOKEW, which in its intransitive use means “to seem.”


The article is used as a relative pronoun “which.”


The present tense is a descriptive present for what was happening at the time Paul wrote this.


The active voice indicates that the members of the body produce the action.


The attributive participle directly modifies or describes a noun or pronoun by attaching a verbal idea to it.  It agrees with the noun it modifies in case, gender, and number just as an adjective does.  Here it modifies the nominative subject from the neuter plural noun MELOS, meaning “parts” plus the descriptive genitive from the neuter singular article and noun SWMA, meaning “of the body.”

Then we have the nominative subject from the neuter plural comparative use of the adjective ASTHENĒS, which means “weaker, more insignificant.”  This is followed by the present active infinitive from the verb HUPARCHW, which means “to exist” but is used as a substitute for the verb EIMI, which commonly occurred in the Hellenistic Greek, meaning “to be.”

The present tense is a descriptive for what was going on at the time of writing.


The active voice indicates that the parts of the body produce the action.


The infinitive is complementary infinitive to complete the meaning of attributive participle DOKEW.

“the parts of the body which seem to be more insignificant”

 - is the predicate nominative from the neuter plural adjective ANAGKAIOS, which means “necessary” with the third person singular present active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “are necessary.”


The present tense is a static present for a condition that perpetually exists throughout the Church Age.


The active voice indicates that the necessity of the more insignificant spiritual gifts produce the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a dogmatic statement of doctrine.

“are necessary.”

1 Cor 12:22 corrected translation
“Rather to a much greater degree the parts of the body which seem to be more insignificant are necessary.”

Explanation:
1.  “Rather to a much greater degree”

a.  Paul sets up the strongest possible contrast between the importance of the temporary spiritual gifts and the permanent spiritual gifts.


b.  The difference between the temporary and permanent spiritual gifts is like night and day.



(1)  The temporary spiritual gifts are highly visible and designed to draw attention to the new dispensation.



(2)  The permanent spiritual gifts are highly invisible and designed to not draw attention to anything.  The only exception is the gift of evangelism, which is the only spiritual gift that continues to draw attention to the person of Christ.



(3)  The temporary spiritual gifts centered around evangelizing the unbeliever.



(4)  The permanent spiritual gifts center around the spiritual growth of the believer.



(5)  The temporary spiritual gifts cease.



(6)  The permanent spiritual gifts continue throughout the Church Age.

2.  “the parts of the body which seem to be more insignificant”

a.  This is an analogy to the permanent spiritual gifts of the Church Age, such as: pastor-teacher, administration (deacons), giving, prayer, and helps.


b.  Compared to the gift of miracles, the gift of helps seemed insignificant during the pre-canon period.  The Corinthians thought the gift of helps was almost useless when they had the gift of healing, and miracles, and faith.


c.  The spiritual gift of pastor-teacher was insignificant compared to the gift of apostleship, knowledge, or prophecy.


d.  But Paul recognized that the spiritual gift of pastor-teacher would be far more important throughout the Church Age than the gift of apostleship ever would be.


e.  The temporary spiritual gifts only seemed to be more significant because they had such an initial impact on paganism and the unbelievers throughout the Roman Empire.


f.  In point of fact, the permanent spiritual gifts have become much more significant because of their lasting impact and stability throughout the history of the Church Age.


g.  A good example of this analogy in the human body is the lower back.  Your lower back seems to be insignificant until you cannot stand, cannot sit, cannot rollover, cannot bend down, that is, basically cannot move without extreme sharp pain.  The lower back seems insignificant until you realize that you can do nothing in life without the ability to move.


h.  The same should have been true for the Corinthian believers.  They should have realized that they couldn’t move in any direction in the spiritual life without the permanent spiritual gifts.  With only the temporary spiritual gifts, they were laying flat on their back and unable to get up and do anything in the spiritual life—like advancing to Pleroma status of being filled with all the fullness of God.

3.  “are necessary.”

a.  The permanent spiritual gifts are absolutely necessary for the entire Church Age.


b.  These spiritual gifts produce the growth of the body of Christ.



(1)  The gift of evangelism used by the missionary evangelizes unbelievers and establishes local churches in other nations, where the gospel is being established.



(2)  The gift of evangelism gives the gospel to all the unbelievers in the client nation to God and points them to the local church for spiritual growth.



(3)  The gift of pastor-teacher teaches Church Age doctrine to the believer in a setting of privacy and spiritual freedom.



(4)  The gift of administration keeps the local church going, so there is a classroom for the teaching of the word of God.



(5)  The gift of helps does all the other things necessary in a local church to support the function of the church and the teaching of the pastor.



(6)  The gifts of pray and giving support the local church and believers in need.


c.  Every spiritual gift prior to the completion of the Canon was absolutely necessary for the establishment of Christianity.


d.  Every spiritual gift after the completion of the Canon is still absolutely necessary for the function of the local church and the body of Christ.


e.  If anything, the permanent spiritual gifts of the post canon period of the Church Age are much more critical and necessary to the function of the local church and the spiritual growth of the body of Christ than the function of all the temporary spiritual gifts combined.

�  Bauer, Walter, Gingrich, F. Wilbur, and Danker, Frederick W., A Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature, (Chicago: University of Chicago Press) 1979.





PAGE  
3

