1 Corinthians 12:2




- is the second person plural perfect active indicative from the verb OIDA, meaning “you know” with the conjunction HOTI, meaning “that” and introducing the content of what is known.


The perfect tense is an intensive perfect, which looks at what the Corinthians have already learned in the past and regards it as a completed action with results that continue.  They knew this about themselves and have never forgotten it.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians produced the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“You know that”

- is the temporal conjunction HOTE, which means “when” plus the predicate nominative from the neuter plural noun ETHNOS, which is used as “a technical term for the Gentiles as distinct from Jews or Christians
, and can be translated: heathen, pagans, Gentiles.”
  Then we have the second person plural imperfect active indicative from the verb EIMI, meaning “you were.”


The imperfect tense is a static or gnomic imperfect for the state or condition of the Corinthians as unbelievers.


The active voice indicates that the Corinthians produced the action of being neither Jews nor Christians prior to their salvation, but pagan, heathen Gentiles.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

“when you were heathen-Gentiles”
- is the preposition PROS plus the accusative of reference from the neuter plural article and noun EIDWLON (idols) with the article and adjective APHWNOS (silent, mute, incapable of speech), meaning “as far as—is concerned, with regard to; with reference to”
 “idols that cannot speak.”

“with regard to idols that cannot speak”

 - is the word  which is also written as , and means as if, as it were, so to speak.”
  Then we have the second person plural imperfect passive indicative from the verb AGW, which in the passive means “be led; allow oneself to be led.”


The imperfect tense is a gnomic imperfect of a completed state or condition in the past.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthians received the action.


The indicative mood is declarative for a simple statement of fact.

Finally we have the nominative masculine plural present passive participle from the verb APAGW, which means “to be misled, carried away; led astray; carried away.”


The present tense is a gnomic present for a state or condition, which existed at the same time as the action of the main verb.


The passive voice indicates that the Corinthians as unbelievers received the action.


The participle is a modal participle, indicating the manner in which the Corinthians were being led astray.

“as if you were being led astray.”
1 Cor 12:2 corrected translation
“You know that when you were heathen-Gentiles you allowed yourselves to be led with regard to idols that cannot speak, as if you were being led astray.”
Explanation:
1.  “You know that when you were heathen-Gentiles”

a.  Paul begins with something the Corinthians know about—what they were like before they were saved.


b.  It has been less than ten years since the Corinthians were saved, so it was not so long ago that they cannot remember what they were like.


c.  Anyone who was not a Jew in the ancient world was a Gentile or heathen or pagan.  The Greek word ETHNOS refers to all three concepts.



(1)  The Corinthians were Gentiles because they were not born in the line of Abraham.



(2)  The Corinthians were heathen because they did not believe in Christ prior to salvation.



(3)  The Corinthians were pagans because they worshipped idols.

2.  “you allowed yourselves to be led with regard to idols that cannot speak,”

a.  The great characteristic of paganism was identification with idols.


b.  The Corinthians, like all others in the Greek culture, worshipped idols and practiced idolatry, which was the belief in a number of lesser gods controlling the destiny of men.  All paganism is really demon worship.  The idol is simply a visible symbol of the invisible demon.


c.  People allow themselves to be influenced by demons.  No one can make you practice idolatry or get involved in demonism.  This is something you must do to yourself.


d.  Demons lead people.  Satan rules the world and his main control is through demon influence.


e.  Demons influence human motivation, decisions, and actions.


f.  Most unbelievers under demon influence are completely unaware of their situation.  This was true for the Corinthians as well.


g.  After salvation, if we do not learn Bible doctrine, we continue to be influenced by demons.  This was true for the Corinthians as well.


h.  The fact that idols cannot speak places all the emphasis on thought.


i.  Thought is the most important thing in the world.  Satan controls people through what they believe to be true.  This is true for both believers without doctrine and all unbelievers.


j.  Satan and demons do not speak to people unless an unbeliever is under the control of an ENGASTRAMUTHOS demon, which controls the vocal cords of the unbeliever who acts as a medium for the demon.


k.  In the case of the Corinthians, they were being led astray by their own false beliefs and not by the work of an ENGASTRAMUTHOS demon.


l.  As unbelievers the Corinthians were listening to what other unbelievers were telling them and believed everything they were being told.  Not only were they being deceived by others, but they were also deceiving themselves.

3.  “as if you were being led astray.”

a.  The result of self-deception was being led astray in their thinking and beliefs.


b.  The Corinthians had no one to blame but themselves.


c.  When we reject doctrine and believe the lies of the world, we deceive ourselves and have no one to blame but ourselves.


d.  This was happening in the Corinthian church with regard to their understanding and beliefs about the nature, function, and use of spiritual gifts.


e.  The result was confusion in the believers minds, which resulted in confusion in the worship service.


f.  So Paul begins his teaching of the correct doctrine of spiritual gifts by reminding the Corinthians from whence they came—a state of demon influence, believing lies, and deceiving themselves.
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